 Fundamenta Chymica + 
OR 


A SURE GUIDE 
into the high and rare Myſteries 


OF OY 
'ALCHYMLIE; 3 
| > 2h 
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LONDON, ; 
Printed by WiLLiam GopBipD, + 


tor William Barlow, without 
_Alderſeate, 1658, 
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TERERTR EERNTRED: 


To the worſhipful 


- andtruly worthy Patriot 
- of his Family and Country, -'- 


WILLAM- PI TT 
of Hartly-W, eſtpeÞ*" 
in Hampſhire”, Eſq; \ 
RebertTurner of Holjpes, 
wiſheth Toy 


_ Honoured Sir, Hl 
[EREZ= $5 meminy 
SJ. _1ple--perpend:: 
_ Sir2o. T1: have. often 
| inahut in wy AMinde., 
TTY NE AM. 


The Epiſtle 
the Worthineſi 'of © the. 
Famous. Aus:0Nn1lan 
Prin CES in their pro- 


motion of ARTS and. 
ECEARNING, by 
their . Favourable ' of '[- 
pefts. > in (Candidly ac- 
ce King ' the Dedications 
df Rot all AU- 
THO YRS. and ST U- 
DE NTS #» Liberal. 
SCIENCES; : Which 
75: 20. fmall: Encourage- 
ment niibo\. them. Sel- 
_ Wo + "we. Keith ithe- 
F = # Tt 


but it 1s. direfted ;\ Als 
quo.ſcremſsma Pr inciptz 
will be 4 ſufficient AdL 
vocate\ for me. , © to pre 
ſent the ſmall\Pieceo 
Four -;SVorthy.>:Patros F 
nageÞ ; and I am encou- 
raged thereunta;' : through 
my ſenſibility Genes: 
rolitatls: ,* Benignitatiſ- 
que tis | noftratibus I 
% I 


<< mou. foe 


+ 


5 F * r) 
: ” —” 
yy COEIT_e ; of hi TRE » nts, 4 4 
_- 


ne 
- 
- 


 TheEpiſtle! 
Yon remain the ftanding- 
Pillar of your Noble, 
Family , - and the Ho- 

nour of your Country; 
for which you have your 


Neighbours "ures and 
Praiſe : and for my 
6 my Mite , ſmall : 
nc :i1gitur mex, in 
te:,: habeas qualemcin- 
que ſit gratitudinis, & 
obſervantiz: . Teſtimoni- 
Um 


Gi $is This 13.4 Mike 


£ Hence Philoſo- 
phy. 


-. Dedicatory. 
_ phy;which is well ſeaſoned. 

with Salt, and I doubt 
not will at leaft help you 
away with the tediouſneſi 
of ſome vacant Hours : 
| tis a Tranſlation ; and 
if I have erred in Gram- 
mar, 1 ſubmit to your 
(cenſure : beſeeching 
the eA L L- Eternal to 
endow you and yours 
with all Felicity, inter- 
nal, external, and e- 
ternal , for which 
I am your dayly Ora- 
Me WM: pe 


TI _— Wc. 
for, » 4 am Reve- 


LONDO - "ip 
22 Decemh. 
x6 5 Do” 


DJ Your : Bo: - 


a humble 


Servant, | ” 


Robert Turner. 
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MIHEIES SEIEIHER 1 
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Rohde $nderde headed: 
PO PETR PPT 


'To the Roads: 


Whoſe Studies TY 
ſeaſoned with Salt. 


E ORG H IE N therude 
5 Se] \ dark Chaos, and 

& TANSE = indigeits moles, 
tay cumbling 1 in darkneſs, 
and rowlingamongftthe 
undivided waters ; when 


che Sparit of the Great E- 
eeriial Elohm , moved 1- 


| bove 


I K ; 
—_— — ns ny er I ery ones 2 
4 , : _ 
. Y% IJ > 
_ = - - 
A ” wn 
# _ . a 

" pn , -Y PP . D ___ 
- = oy y _ *4 * _ = Y " . 

p : . q 
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'To the Reader. 


 bove the Face thereof , it 
ſeemed good. to his Great 


creating power, to make a 


Witneſs of his 


ſpatious Univerſe : 2 then 


did he pronounce 2 frat 
Lux, Let there be Li ght's 


andno ſooner was his _ 
declared , but Light im- 


mediately > like a ready 


 wwift-wingd Herald, ſoon 


proclaim d his Embaſlage 
to the.as-yet unſeparated | 
ini Air, Earth and Wa- 


was. AM, WW 


Glorious 


Majeſty , by framing the 


ere, 


OG. 


'C 


| To'tthe Reader. 
ter: and they, as dutiful 
Subjects, yield ready O- 
: bedience to. his' Glorious 
) Commands ;  and\Light- 
| ſpeedily- muzzles up dark-. 
> neſs, and. preſents the Cre-. 
L ator Witha! New OUNgA 
; morning. I 
| as _e P ower: far-- 
| ther intending to manifeſt 
- lis Glory , . commands a 
7 divorce between the 'Earth 
1 and Water; and-as/'a: 
e mighty Menarchdath his- 
1 conquered, Enemy, 3 or: 
ſtub- 


Tothe Reader. 
ſtubborn Rebel: - fothe: 
with another fa, makes 
that terrible, boundleſs,fa- 
thomleſs Elementthe Sea, 
become his Priſoner ; arid! 

; confines her ſwelling waves iþ 
to-their bounds and bor-: : 
ders;baniſhing them from 
one endof the World to ! 
s other, torun up: and- c 
| down: 1 411-an unſettled M05 1 
tivn that though her bri-'1 
| niſh Mountains ſwell ne-T: 
|  verſokigh, yet ſyrthprins 
| _ tus great: bas perinits; [x 
Jud, they ® 


 Tothe Reader. 


: they neverdare approach. 
Then after, he. had van- 
« quiſhed this terrible. (to 
- paor mortals apprehenſi- 
:: onJadverſary,he ſoon be- 
. ſpreads: the Earth with-a 
. green robe, . embroyderd 

5 with ſuch variety of glo+ 

 rtous flowers,as the great- 

[:eft Potentate onthe tarth; 
Seman his Glory I could 

Neverattain tothe like 
3 "as | Moreover, revs 


pi retulgent - M: azedty yet 
«oma Abftace che 


ql TD beams 


To the Reader. 


beams of his glorious might. 
in- bedecking the beſpan- 
gled azure skies withthoſe 
powerful Creatures the 
Sun, eM oon, and Stars, 
which he et br times ue} | 
ſeaſons, days, months and 

I Jeers ; and to divide be- 
twixt day and night: to'0- | 
mit the ready obedience, 

| the Sea, Air, and Eirth \ f 
yielded, in-bringing forth , 
l fiſhes, birds and beaſts, 


Wl immediately at his. com-, 


| mand, Whither now go 


— =—-- 


| 


| ___ To theReader. 
my wandring Muſe ſoar ? 
What royal Potentate or 
_ princely Gueſt, ſhould 
now be expected to this 
| glorious Entertainment % 
Not the Mighty Angels, 

{ 

that excel in ſtrength; but 
: the greatDeity,call'd a tri- 
" une Council, & cormmand- 
7 ad the Earth alſo to bring 
torthan Eprtomy of all his 


: voluminous works,the Ma- 


2 aual of his glory, Mana 
| h , naked puling (reature , 
born without Sword or 


J — 2 AAAS. 


4 


PI OY m_— 
" ho a 


To the Reader. 
Shield ; yet into his Soul 


did the AlL eternal breath 
the Image of Himſelf, 
crown d him glory, made 
him little lower then the 


Angels, made hum Com- 


mander of Earths Em- 
pire, gave him an os ſubli- 
me, alofty countenance; 
to View the Stars , and 
learn to know their power- 
ful influence upon the in- 
feriour World. 

. Now doth the wi/e Phi: * 
loſopher, he who is a trui 
| SUI 


LL. 


1 


y 


Tothe Reader. 

contemplator of the di- 
vine Wildom,by a three- 
fold operation, and three- 
ſold matter, make his cre- 
ation,and erect the fabrick 
of his world,with his Salr, 
Sulphur, and «Mercury. 
The Aercury & Sulphur 
of the P Inloſophers, hath 
much been written on ; 
more then aceds talkd 
on; but the third and chief | 
principle, was as yet un- 


j ag. 


Here, Reader, it is full y 
_— 7” - 


oo bo 


To the Reader. 


diſcuſſed, and to the intel- 
ligent and deſerving, will 
| beagreat reyealed Secret: 
deſpiſed by fools, crack'd 
on by bragging knaves ; 
| whoindeed like degenerate 
baſtards , _=—_ the 
frame, & blot the manual, 
and deface the Glorious 
Image of the Almighty. 
Some ſcek tofill the inſa- 
tate Gulf of their unfa- 
ng wills,in vain plea- 
ure : Another ſecks to 
mount the ſlippery "o 
£ oY.” 


To the Reader. | 


of ſtaggering honor,and to 
make a Kay res. b 
off-{[pring : Another diss 
4 Exh, and 1s tip- 
wrackd with covetous 
dunght{-palsions. The 
actions of all theſe are not 
a whut tinfured with the 
true Salt of the Philoſo- 
phers ; for therein 15no 
juch thing. 

Many indeed there are 
to whom thePhiloſophers 
Study ſeerns ridiculous , 
becauſe cheir unkaſoned 
_, = = 


| | To theReader. 
| brains cannot apprehend 
L- the great myſtery thereof : 
| ' totheml willnot beſtow 
time to ſay a word ; nor 
| here tell you the Vertues 
of Salt:yet you ſee our na- * 
tural vulger common Salx 
will preſerve dead fleſh 
| from putrefaction: What 
| then will the zrue-prepar d 
Philoſophical Salt do?lr is 
| not meet to tell you here ; 
but if you are worthy of . 
t,the Book will ; and Pa- J 
| racelſmtgldyoualready. * 


Lon meer ens wif co oo—_ > 
» 


: 
| 
t 
f 
\ 
\ 


| 


Þ 
/ 


To the Reader, 

Let me intreat you to 
take notice by the way, 
that when you finde any 
mention made of heaven, 
earth, ſoul, ſpirits ; or our 


heaven, &c. theſe are not 


- meant the celeſtial heaven, 


ornatural earth;but terms 


uſed by the Philoſophers, 


| to obſcure their ſayings 


from the wicked ; ſpoken 


with all due and holy re- 
 verence to the divine Ma- 


jeſty : of whoſe glorious 
Attributes,the true Philo- 


a 4 ſ0-. 


To theReader. 
ſophers and Aſtrologers 
are as tender as CL--aſsi- 
cal Fohn can be ; yet this I 
thought good to mention, 
being cautious left, any 
ſpark of my flint ſhould 
touch the wild-fire of his 
beacons ; but that my Salt 
may rather preſerve the 
hopes of my intelligent 
Reader, to dive through 
his Studies,to his crown'd 
baven : with which deſire 
{ conclude , 


232 Decemb, | R. co” 


26-56, | 
To | 


| hee heed heres 


To the Reader. 


FT Hz little Treatiſe Secrets doth unfola, 
 AMorerichmore precious thenthelIndian 
| (Gold : 
Here is the path, which whodoth rightly 
: (t reads 
To health & wealth it will hins ſafely lead, 
Salt ſeaſoning all things,Light illuminating, 
The univerſal Spirit vivificating. 
O happy Souls,who firſt theſe underſtood ! 
Here's true Philoſophy ſo pure and good, 
And freed from errors, that none need to 


(dontbr, 


If they were in them, this would bring _ 
out, 
By Tranſmutation may be brought to paſs, 
The courſer Metals be they Copper,Brafſs, 
Iron, Lead, Tin, zo purer, (thi is high) 
But "tis not all that's done by Chymiliry ; - 
For the Elixir, (which renews onr youth, 


And age retard s,if Spagyricks ſay tr as 
$ 


Is PE” y got, if theſe things may 'y done, 

Lets Saturn, Venus,turn zo Sun & Moon, 

Th effeminate French ozr Aurhor hath 
(turn'd well, 

To manly Engliſh ; and the Latin Spell 

1s made I aff L) that none xeed to fear 

To underſtand the Anigmes writing there, 


The buſie Merchants for their hoped gain, . 


To both the Indies, Turky, France, and 


(3pain ; 
Nay all the world, for Gold ani Drugs Fe 
(rome, 
Now here , zow there ; but better ftayat 
(home : 
For health and wealth z« here; of they ll but 
(look), 
They'll hl them both pad 'd in this 
(Baok, 
25Xbris, Imedryns Bouxe-9e, 
I656. © Gl\dAjyIns DIAG; a90g - 


þ 


C 


dels tee tht 


To his ingenious Friend, + 
Mr. ROBERT THRNER, 
on this his laborious and 
difticult Tranſlation. 


Ei peZt not (Sir) that Tſhould amply treat 


Of this Diſcourſe, (that coſt you pains 

Bu (and (weat) 
Nor hope for yet, from my more duller pen, 
Your Sal ſhould be deſcrib' a ro Engliſhmen, 
The ſablime ſecrets of your Chymick-skill 
May proſper better from your learned quill, 
My fancy*s raw, my brain 5 not endwd 
With Art enough to t 11: of hamours crude, 
Nor yet of th Epileplie, or rhe Sour, 
Conſamption, Alihin2's,vr ihe rabble-rout 
Of Phyfick:Terms - Iſiudy other things - 
Ergo,l[ ll leave theſe unto Chymilt-Kings, 
Theſe high-born Fancies do «ppear to me, 
Like great Sir Urquharc's Gen:alogy. 
Nor aare I without Serdivegius Torch, 
Approximate you neerer then the Porch x 

'Lef 


Leſt (preſumptuous ſhould be gaz'd pon 

By Jhoſe that have their Ye gs | 
on | 

But, 4s mas oft feels heat, and ſees nofire, _ 

So 1 (anchtÞd) this learned Work admire. }- 

The learu'd Phyf tians, who Jeers conſure = 

In finding out a Medicine for the Rheume, 
(Ard when they think themſelves to be at 
: | (reſt, 
They dare not write on it, probatum eſt) | 
May learn by this (could they but finde the 


IE (cauſe) " 
Tocure diſeaſes by the Chymiſts Laws : 
Nor need th ingenious Operator dowbt < 


Of perfefting what ere he goes about: 
The lofty Secrets in this Book laid down, 
( Once underſtood ) will ſave him many 4 
(Crows. 
There ts a Secret higher yet in thus ; | 
For here « taught what anima mund1 & - - 
For which the Learned oft have beat their 
| (brains, | ' 
And gained nonoht but labour for their 
| (pains 
If men would learn this quicker way,& ſhare 
In Chymick-skill , deal in learn'd Turner's 
| | (Ware. | 
Jo, Gadbnry, Philomath. 
To 


Pt 


7 RS ted EEE 


, RO Grp rpg. 


': To the learned Re ET: 


” onthe following Trac. 


5 W-- rare Diſcovery 2 what 
(l:g ht 1s this 


me Ds Coo. 3 2008. 


Shines to 8 by thy Metwiyryia 52 
That doth derrye an Art to ſimple man, 
, From God and Natare by whico Art 
(he can 
Of all diſeaſes know the perfeR grourd , 
And render imperfeRtors , whole and. 
( ſcazd. 


| 7 hazks therefore, learzed Friend 5 jor 


(this our g0in, 
0 reap the Harveſt of thy poliſh'd 


(Brain, 


| The Great Elixir If are enjoy you muſt, 


R | 


That thus can raiſe a ſubject from the 


oy 


Of dark obIrumngand then trauſmate 
Hs for veſture to an Eigliſh ſute. 
Thus thou haſt chazg'd the language 
( ne retheleſi, 
The ſenſe remains, though i anothe 
| dreſs 
This thou haſt gaiz'dhereby ; the worl, 
will ſee 
Thou art a friend to dame Philoſophy - 
And for the I1bo? thou haſt undergone, 
Tocloath this Infant in oar Albion, 
Succeeding times ſhall praiſe what thu 
(haſt writ 
And future Readers own to thee they 
- (11, 
Mean time, if Lotlus ſay , thy per du 
| | (hall, 


Conclude , his brain's not ſeaſor'd wit! 
(our Salt, 


Your humble 
Servant , 
Owen Crane. 


The 


E 
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Salt and Secret ; 
| ang: 
' Of che univerſal Soul or 
. Spirit of the World. 


Sl BOOK 1. 
E_ —_ 
p | CHAP, I, 


That the ivozld lives, and is fall of life, 


on the Spirit of the World;1 ſhall 
firſt demonſtrate, Thar thi uUnty- 
» verſes fall of Life and Son! ; and _ 
B e- 


3 Daz ng to comment ſomething 


[i 


' [ 2 | 
belides,ThatNature makes norhing o Spiri 
tyons,our it alſo indues 1t withLife ; anc 
' Thar the World conſiſts in continus| 
and reſtleſs alterations of forms ; which 
cannot be wichourt vital motion, We 
may alſo rake notice, That rhe ſame Na 
cure, like a careful as well as a frvirfy 
Mother , embraces and nouriſhech the | 
whole World, by diftriburing to each * 

- member a ſuſficienr portion of Life ; ſe 
rhar noching occurs in che whole Uni: © 
verie , which ſhe deſires not to inform ; © 
being never idle, bur alwayes inrent | 
npon her ation, which is Vivificati- ? 
ON. - 
This vat Bodyrhen , is indued with b 
morten, yea, continually agirared chere:® 
wich;and this motion cannor be wrought © 
withour ſome vical Spicic : for whatto.! 
ever wants Life, is uimmoveable, But 
here I mean nor of violent motion fron! 
place to place ; bur of that , which ine 
reference to 5 OIM, 1 privation ; to pete 
feion » lnperfeRion, The vegera'® al] 
tion of Plan; s, and concretion of Srones|clf 
are «ffe&ted by-the motion of this uni/** 
verial Spiric , agirating this great Maſs as 


and the mediation of a certain radica b: 
| 
ang*? 


' [3] 
| and nutricive Spirit , whoſe orieine or 
a principle, like ſome primary procreati:'s 
4) Cavſe,refides In the Centre of the Ea th; 
-, and thence, as from the hearr , exerts 
| all vital fun&ions, and extends it (elf 
| through the whole Body, And this 
roor or principle 1s included in tfie bo- 
1 ſome of the ancient Demogorgon, that 
- univerſal Parent ; whom, old Poets , 
. thoſe dillgent Searchers of Natures Se- 
1; crers,have ingeniouſly deſcribed,clothed 
of 'in agreen Cloak, obduced with cut, 
'\and covered with thick darkneſs ; feed- 
ing all kindes of Animals, into whoſe 
_, belly, , the vertttes of the Celeſiial Lu- 
\minaries, continually deſcend ; pene- 
}\trating the very bowels of che Earth, 
and imprzgnanting ic with all kindes of 
i Creatures; where the clerECRny ona- | 
\mliries and powers cffer their ſervices ro 
this old Parent, as tothe Producer and 
-c\Diftriburer of ail chings; who continu- 
a/ally occupies Hliaſtis,un « ; ſpenſing of ſpe- 
2eCihical forms; and 4rchezs, in excirinz 
viral near : * which [hams and Arche, 
Are as 1t Were LWO Inſtruments, whereby 
-aÞ< informs , conſerves and augments all 
1$210gs. 


Ne 


T7 
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2 | 
beſides ThatNature makes norhing Spiri. 
tyons,our it allo indues 1t withLife ; anc 
"Thar the World confifts in continua] 
and reſtleſs alterations of forms ; which 
capnor be wirhour vital motion. We 
may alſo rake notice, That rhe ſame Na. 
cure, like a careful as well ag a frvirfu! 
Mother , embraces and nouriſbech the 7 
whole World, by diftriburing to each ' 
member a ſn{ficient portion of Life . ſe © 
thar noching occurs in rhe whole Uni: © 
verie , which {he defires not to inform ; : 
being never idle, bur alwayes inrent 
upon her ation, which 1s Vivificati- 
ON. a 
This vat Body rhen , is indned With b 
morion, yea, coorinually agicated there: 
her, _ this motion cannor be wrought © 
vwichour ſome viral Spirit : for whatto. 
_ wants Life, 1s immoreable, But © 
here I mean nor of violent motion from! 
place ro place , bur of that, which in ba 
reference ro 5 Orm, 1< Privatien ; ro pete a] 
feion , Imperfetion, The vegerat* | 
tion of Plants <, and Concretion of Srones/< 
are <ffetcd bythe motion of this uni;' 
verſal Spirir, avirating this ; great Mats 


and the mediation of ace rtain radica hy 
an 


3 ] 


* and nutricive Spirit, whoſe orieine or 
| Principle, like ſome primary procreatit's 
f | cauſe,refdes i m the Centre of the a:th; 
and thence, as from the hearr , exerts 
= all vical funAions, and extends it («If 
a through the whole Body, And this 
roor or principle 1s included in the bo- 
1, ſome of the ancient Demogorgon, that 
- univerſal Parent z whom, old Poets, 
.. thoſe diligent Searchets of Nacures Se- 
; crers,have ingeniouſly deſcribedclothed 
'Iin aereen Cloak, obduced with rat , 
. and covered with thick darkneſs ; h feed- 
ing all kindes of Animals, into whoſe 
< belly , thevertnttes of the Celellial Lu- 
+ Minaries , continually deſcend ; pene- 
he "rating the very bowels of che Earth, 
and imprzgnanting ic with all kindes of 
x Creatures; where the elementary qua- | 
milties and powers cffer their ſervices to 
in ]rbis old Parent, a5 to the Producer and 
0 \Diftriburer of ail chings; who continue 
afAlly OCcuples Hiaſtrisgun diſpenſing of ſpe- 
eg/Ctfical forms 3 and drchexe, in exciting 
be \vital near : : which Tliafius awd Arche, 
{zAre as it were two Inſtruments, whereby 
e informs , conſerves avd augments all 
hin?s, 


B 2 Here 


[4] 


Here note, That by laſix we mean 
a general Steward that affords 
marrer for all generation ; and by 
Archens, natural or radical heat, 
which digeſts this matrer;and as 
upon It, 


This Demogorgonthen is he, by whom, 
as by his Inſtrument, God produces all 
things in and under Heaven: ſo that he 
containing his 1/;aftw and Archens, does 
with ſingular providence , unknown to 

vulgar Philoſophers , and therefore 
masked under the ſupplement of occult 
cauſes, form and generare, rhen nouriſh 
and preſerve all things ; exerciſing the 
office of a good Houſholder or Steward, 
who hath his Cellar in the bowels of 
the Earth , and thence draws Life and 
vigour for his Family, The Earth there: 
_fore, which i the Receptacle of Celeſii 
- al Influences and Vertues, contains i! 
it the Fonntain of this vital Spirir, fron 
whoſe Rivulers, Animals, Minerals, an: 
Veeetables, derive Life ; which com 
municaresrothem, ſenſe, eflence, an 
vegetation, as I: findes their marter di! 
| pole! 


3 ſs 
poſed for motion : and hence ſuch 
things as are compounded of a more 
ducible Maſs, and fit for ſuch moti- 
on, become ſenſitive and vegetable, 
and able to generate things like them- 
ſelves, becauſe they are indned with 
Life : for Plants, and rhe like, whoſe 
Spirics are not cohibired in roo crats and 
hard matter , encreaſe and multiply ; 
orenerating things like themſelves by 
ſeed and plantation ; bur nor like Anj- 
mals, buc Minetals, whoſe Life 1s nej- 
cher ſenſitive nor vegettve , bar onely 
efſential , becauſe cheir compoſition be- 
ing too hard andgroſs, too firaightly 
captivares their Sptrir, that they cannor 
produce any thing like themlelves, un- 
leſs they be firſt purged from their groſs 
impurity, and reduced to the ſubciity of 
their firſt matrer : about which, Anure- 
lizs Augurellus, that excellent Poer and 
Philoſopher, writes thus, Lib. 1, Chry- 


ſop. 


Hec inter variant, que ace pirimorana rei um 

Exlant, queg, frui vitals ſorte negantn”, 

#4: media quecung, ſedent lellure mectella 

Quir, lat mt mivro zrats fu'gore lapulls, 

Nulls namg, gens (oholemvue auger putantur 
B 3 Se- 


— 
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$emine ; ſed cundtos evi torpere per annss; 
Verum hec ipſa etiam ſecrets vivere quivis 
Sentiat & vite divino muncre fun; : 

Hec & ori'; eadem ft conterplabituy etff 
Argeri ex ſeſe penitus increſcere cernet, 

. V1 mox e rarizs patefattis noſſe licebit. (tun! 
Quod fs nox ſobolem educunt, non cetera ver- ; 

_ 1n ſemet, cauſa eſt, quod multa ſpirit us illic 
Materie abſtruſus,uitam qui portigit omnem, 
Explicat egre ex ſe vires m vivida promat 
Has bominum vittus denſa ſub mole latentes, 


But thoſe that neither Life enjoy,nor yet 
Firſt matter ave,but in the-Earth do fit, 
As Metals richgand Stones that preciows be, 
Differ from theſe : for no off-ſpring we ſee 
They generate, nor kinde augment, but lie 
Reft ing themſelves : yet he that ſhalleſpie 
Their ſecret afts, and with himſelf compute _ 
Their augmentation, canno: ſure conclude, 
That th'are quite void of life;for though they | 
Nb off- (pring generate, nor t1ru imto (do | 
Themſelus,nor other things; yet Iife they have | 
Which #5 ſo chained in the cloſer cave 
Of their denſe ſolid mattergthat they can't 
Exert ſuch ations as a brute or Plant. 
Tet if mans shill do quit them of theſe bonas, 
Their vertue *s ſuch, as will make then a- 
| (mends, 


For 


 Vegerables,which confttnte thegr 


\ 
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For when theſe Minerals are pure , 
they will by cheir ſpecifical form,thongh 
not generate ſomething like themſelves, 
yet work ſuch an alteration and per- 
feMion in things like themſelves, that 


they ſhall equalize che Philoſophical E- 


Itztr, whole divine vertues, wWiſe-men 


fo much admire , fools {o much con- 


remn, becauſe their blin-e eyes cah- 
por penerrare to the Cemre of th1s 
Myſtery. - 

If therefore Animals, Minerals and 
eateſt 
part of rhis viſible World,be full of Life, 
what Reaſon have we to think, Thar the 


- whole 1s more 1mperfet rhen part 


thereof ? Bur let vs fink \urther into 


 SuHlunaries : If ( the Celeſtial Bodies 


 eive Life ro rhe Inferions , they muſt 
| certainly and necefarily be en ivened 


Ree. , 


by the Univerſal Spiric : for nothing can 
give that it hath at : of which let ns hear 
Angvurellus, 


Hee etenn quicquid arfianditur wadig. Felt, 
Acrag. & Terras, & lai marmoies aqn? » 
Tata ags icferunt anima 7 qua vitcre munt 
( nnfta puiant ilſurg, hac mundum ducore 


vit an. B 4. All 


[8] 


Allthat's contain d #nder Heavens Cay Un 
Both firegair,carth, & & cke the boundleſs ſea Yn 
Are mov'd,they ſay,by a moſt ample Spirit 
That th*world exlivens,& allthat it inherit.c 
fi 
Bur natural motion 1s alwayes Con-1 
Joyned with Life ; how then can chart y 
produce Life and morion in another, x 
chat hath them not in it ſelf ? Motion ? 
never forſakes that which hath Life; and |! 
that which either moves, or Is moved ; 1 
alwayes , cannot want Life : The Soul « 
of rhe Ur verſe moving it ſelf ſpontane- | 
ouſly, is the fountain and original of all \ 
corporal motion ; for the moſt ſubtile | 
part of this Mundane Soul, ſoaring high, | 
and inhabiting the Heavens , is conri- | 
nually wheeled about with the Celeſtial | 
Bodies, which it ſelf circumduces with | 
Irs proper and continual motion : and 
for this Reaſon, the ſuperiour Bodies | 
.are more lively and perfeR then the in- 
fertours, becaule they are continually | 
moved orbicularly z and that which 1s 
moved continually , maſt needs be im- 
mortal. And thus it appears, that the 
whole World is ful of Life ; and, thac 
= the 


9 

che Life of every ſpecies and individaal , 
P7gs bur a participation of this Unicerſal 
ea,Life of the World, which alone may be 
ritproperly called an Animal , in whoſe 
rit.corporal Elements, the ſceds of all vi- 
fible and corporal rhing are hidden and 
n-includ:d: for weſee mary Plancs grow 
at without precedenc ſeeds, and many A- 
cr, nimals produced without copulation of 
N [Male with Female. The viſible ſeed of 
ad \Plants lies in their Grains , of Animals, 
ed jn their Genicors : Merals alſo have 
ul cheir ſeed, bn ſuch as is nor viſible bur 
e- by crue Philoſophers , who know how 
Il wich great induſtry ro extra& ir from 
K its proper ſubjet, And unleſs there 
?z be a certain procreative faculty in che 
I- Elements, wherein Generation is po- 
| ſrencially included , many Herbs would 
1 {ſcarce germinate on the Earth, much 
d [leſs on high Walls where no ſeed was 
s (ever ſown, nor Herb planted; neither 
- [would ſo many tindes of Animals be 
' [generated in tne Earth or Water with- 
7 jour copulation of Sexes, as rnere ace, 
- {which do by copvjation afrerwards , 
: [p=rpernate their ſpecies, though chem- 
[elves were no: generated by the com- 
 mixion 


[I0 
mixtion of any Pans ; as we fee it 
Snakes generated of Mud ; and Flies} 
and other little Animals,of Excremenrs, | 
Again, How do Oyſters , Sea-Spunges, 
and other Aquatical Creatures hve ,} 
which rather merir rhe name of Plant- | 
animals, then of Fiſhes ? Theſe do not | 
ſo much live by any parcicular Life! 
proper to themſelves, as by thar U-|? 
niyerſal one, general and common ro | 
all z which is more vigorons in fub-/C 
tile Bodies, as more neer coir, then in| 
orofler ones, which are more remote f 
from ic. A 

The World then, created wholly |C 

oo0d, by him that is Goodneſs it ſelf, p 
15 not corporal ſoiely , bur participates 
of {piricuality and intelligence 2 ( for i |* 
5s fullof all manner of forms :) and, as I |) 
lard before, herh neither parcnor mem- c 
ber, bur char 's vital ;z and therefore | 
wiſe-men haye called it a Maſculine and 
Feminine, or Hermaphrodirical Ani-|< 
mal , one parc holding a certain Marri- 
monial Allieation with another, And |P 
hence, by a certain Tranſlation, ariſes 
the diverliry of Sexes in Plants and Art- 

mais ; which,in imitation of the World, 

| CO- 


) 
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opulare together, and generate a third 
ike themſelves : for rhe World pro- 
daces an infinity of little Worlds; for 
every Body inthe World that 15 gene- 
ared, is a Microcoſm , having diftint 
rts,verrues, and qualities belonging ro 
a lictle World, So thar every thing harh 
n inclinarton to generare a thing like 
it ſelf , by the righe ordering of Aion 
ond Paſſion: . which could nor be, if all 
. things were nor full of Life : for what 
7 Generation can preceed from a dead 
re ſubjef , ſeeing It 15 neither probable 

nor poſſible , thar that can communi= 
ly [care Life ro another, that wants Life it 
"5... | 
-: | Weſee indeed ſomerimes,many things 
;; \are generared without the con2rets of 
| {Male and Female, yea, wichout the pro- 
i- [duQton of either, wierewto the UYni- 
verſal Spirit infuſe; Life by means, of 
Fomentation : as many by Ar ificegzio 
exclude Egos and Chicks wit! "ne :ne 
0 fcting of a Hen; en 7 others, vv Fs by 
d preparing cerr2ir; natiers, and pureſy- 
Ing them ,” produce wordetiul Animals, 
; [as the Batt lick of a Cocks E Egg, or of the 
j, [Menſt;uous marter of ared Hen, yco: pi- 
oNS 


A. AQ 


I2 
ons of the Herb BAF!Z Beesof Neat 


bowels, a kinde of Ducks of the Leave; 


of a certain Tree failing into the Sea (4, 
' with many things of the like Nature 
thac meric admiration rather then cre 
dic , becauſe they are made our of thi 
ordinary couzle of Nature ; 
matters 1n certain ſeaſons and place;' 


certait 7 


attraQting Lite from the Univerſal Spi 


rit , wherewith the World fo abounds, 
thar all its ations are vital : inſomnch 
thar nothing dies, periſhes , or cea!: 

from aQiongand conſequencly from Life 


bur immediately ſome orher living thins 


| 


reſulrs our of it : and upon this account, | 


no Body periſhes , or is totally annihi; ' 
lared : for If It ſhould, all che parts of - 


the World would by "licele and lirrle 


vaniſh one after another - before on 
eyes; eſpecially, conſidering how many 
mutacions and Aces+have gone befort 
ns ; infomuch , thar he that perpends 
miohr admirethat there are any relique 
left in Nature at this time : which 

French Poerc, and no little converſant it 
this ſecrer Philoſophy , hints at to hii 
Friend, thus : | 


fir 


| 


eat! a3] | 
ve . | 
(a, Poſtre aſpet megal qui mea foitune change 

% £&ft comme le ſolul,contraire cn ſes effetts 
ure Qui amollit la cire, &* indurcit la fange | 
Tre e&t fait des corps nowveaux de ceux quil adefailts, 
the 
All Tour aſpelt in my fortunes changes ſways y 
Ce! As Phacvus in his effetts,whoſe br ight rays 
Pl 3Faxes do mollifie, but harden Clajes, 


nn Hind from corruption do ſound bodies raiſes 


-Y 

FI (a) Our Author ſeems here to em- 
brace the vulgar Opinion of the Ge- 
neration of the Northern Ducks, which 
/ the Scots - call Claikzs, C liiks, or (laik- 
| geeſe ; and the Engliſh, Bernacles: which 
|, Many other Writers fay are generated of 
., the Nuts of a certain Maritimons Tree 
falling into the prolifical *ea,or of ſome 
Shells adhering to putrid pieces of Ships: 
| which thing the learned Lobellins makes 


1 
C. 
[Ne 


mention of (in Adverſ. Stirp, pag, 456.) 
waere firlt he ſeems to aflenr to.8 after- 
| wardsto doubt ef, and lait ro conclude, 
That Fabins Colamna had julily refuted 
; this Opinion. Lobellizs in the ſecond part 
| cf his Work,pag,259. deicribes the f1- 
| cure of this Duck or Gooſc,as allo = the 

4TCC 
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 Waygatz, ſaw ſome of theſe Ducks firting | 


Tree and Shells. Olaus Magn alſo 


- 


mentions this kinde of Ducks, Lib. 19, X 
Hift, Sextent, cap.9,) Bur Carolus (,lu+ 
ſus ſeems ro have explained the gene- 
ration of rhem tore rationally,Canttario| - 
Exoticorum , pag.368, where he ſayes,' 


Thar che Hollanders fayling rowards' 


upon their Eggs, Fabins Colamnya tepeats | \ 


O 


his words: but ZJyſſes eAldronaldus, Lib. 


_ 19, Antithog, cap.23. towards the end, | 


embraceth the'middle fentence, ſaying, . 
He had rather erre with the mulritnde, 
then contradia ſo many famorts wricers; 
and therefore he ayes, Theſe Ducks 
may be generated of corruption, and 
afterwards multip[y by copulation and 
1ncubation , hke Mice and other Ant- | 
mals, The ceneration of Palmer- | 
worms from Plants,may alſobe well re- | 
ferred to this place, which, whether they | 
be generated nauraliy , or artificially, | 
feed onely upon the Herb whereof they | 
are generated, or to which they are | 
related : as alio the Genetation of 
Caterpillars, and then of Butterflies ; | 
which afterwards mulciply their ſpecies 
by copulation. 1 ſaw at Rowe In Henricus 
Cor vine 


[x5] 
fl Corvinus, an eximious Apothechary and 
Boraviſt, his Shop , a Bucrerflie, which 
| : they faid ws made of the corruprion 
| of, Cypreſs-Leaves ; ſocleganr and grear, 
| that irs Wings equalized my lictle Finger 
' inleneth, and were al] over, as It were, 
: | eyed; whereof, as of the Palmer-Worm, 
" | you may read Fabizs Colymna his Ob= 
5] ſervations, Part 2. Stirp. minus (, og. Page 


þ,| 95. 
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.cannort be united co its Body , but b 
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n 

| O 

CHAP, 2. n 

That the world,becauſe it lives, h 
bath a Spirit, a Soul ana | + 


a Body. 


He Body of the World lies open 
ro our ſenſes , bur its Spirit lie 
hid ; and in the Spirit irs Soul , which 


rhe mediation of irs Spirit : for the Bod 
15 groſs, and che Soul ſubt1i, far remove 
from all corporal qualiries, For th 
unicion then of theſe rwo, wemult find 
ſome third participating of both Na- 
tures, Which mult be as it were a cor 
poreal Spirit, becauſe che extreams 
cannot be conjoyned without an inrer- 
venient Ligament that hath affinity 
witb both, The Heaven we ſec is high, 
the Earth low ; the one pure, the other 
Corrupt : How then ſha}l we exalr this 
impure corruption, and conjoyn it with 
that active pwricy,Wichour a mean? God 

Y we 


_ on | 

re know 1s infinitely pure, and clean : 
__Hlan exreamly impure, and defiled with 
ins. Now theſe could never have been 
onjoyned and reconciled , burby:the 
nediation of Chrift Jeſus , God-Manz 

| har crue arrraQtive Glue of both Na- 
pres, In like manner, this Spirit cor- 
loreal , or Body ſpiricual we ipeak of, 

3 the ative Glue of Body and Souls 
 rhich Soul fits 1n the Spirir of theWorld, 
pens a ſpark from and of God's infinite 
liemtelligence : for theſe effe&ive eleva- 
ichons,renovations,mntations,variations, 
bynd multiplications of forms , muſt 'ne- 
>dyefarily ariſe from intelligence, and 
redor from matter which participates of 
theo reaſon ; and rherefore cannot. cauſe 
ach formations and ſpecifications, The 
Na-Norld chen is nouriſhed by this Spirir, 
-pd agitated by rhisSoul which 1s infus'd 
mghto 1t by. mediariow' of this - Spirit 2 
yhich Y:rgit, following divine Plato's 
oarine, expreſles elepantly, £56, 6, 


nis| Principio Celum ac Terras compoſy, ligueness. 
: | xcentemd, Globun Lund, Titaniagg Aſtra 3 
Io Spiricus intus atit, rotam4, infuſa per Artus 
od Mens agitat mole & _— ſe corpore ms 


Q. 


4 7E 


mnt | $] 
ill [1 
fl 


| | The newriſhment of th cart} quatntaintyan 
| : © (char, 
Of th beauingf planets of gliſtring ſtar: 
te attzibute to th Spirit 3 but ta th' Soul, 
The theſe do move & fir without Ccontroul 


Towhich Angrixclin allo acceſs] in vi 
Git Books laying, | 


i | Mb-Animz quaniam 24 201 ef c07 pori Cane. 

 Mundus at quad; partes quog, corpore conſtan 

© Spiritus bec inter medins fit, quem neg, Corpus | 
Aut Animam dicas, ſed-eum qui ſolus utes; | 4 

- -Pantnaanens inadevs ſimul hec extrema reducat | dy 

| ben wgityr Maran as, Tereas, th, Aera & "oe 

" V ruered; augerig; at; in ſe euntia.reſerre C 

' Semper Aves, ſemper Stirges,, Animantia ſempei|>Þ 

- rt a; POR 6tha per ſecula prolem,8: W 


 rerth the raging k o1 

Fire,air,& pr plants & fraitfpl tre 
—_ animals, are atted ; ſo that they | 
Ro = fey live 6 ajes & 
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= CHAP, 3. 


' That all things which have Eſſence 
i and Liſe,are made Lythe Spirit 
|... . of, the World, andof the 
firs Matter. 
-LL things are nouriſhed by the 
| ſame, by which they were pro- 
| duced. Now that all things breathe , 
live,augment and grow by this Mundane 
\Spiric,reſolve and die withour it,is plain, 
id Whatſoever therefore ſublits , is made 
by ir: andthis Spiricis nothing elſe bur 
alimple and fiibtile efſence, which the 
Philoſoptiers call a Quintefſence , he- 
icaulc ir may be ſeparated. from groſs 
Icorporeity ,. and the ſuperflnitiesof che 
«our Elements, and ſo-made of wonder- 
uo! adivicy in ies operations ; and ir is. 
orld; hd: through it;,, the Solll Is 
lilated wich all ics yerrues '; which 


S 
| 
L 
| 
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Bodies as participate moſt of this 
Spirit : for the Sou] is infuſed by, and 
travſmicred from tte ſuperiour Bodies, 
as from the Sun, which as moſt 
powerfully in this caſe : for this Spirit: 
being calefied by the heat of the Sun, 
acquires abundance of Life , which 
mulciplies and enlivens the ſeeds of all 


'chivgs, which thereby encreaſe and 


grow toa determinate magnitude , ac- 
cording to. the ſpecies and form of 
each thing : upon which account Virgi! 
ſaith , | OC nw 


Tenems 6ft ili viger &f cele(tis orig.” 


But fiery vigonr, and heat celeftial ; 
Art to theſe Bodtes their original, 


PR > FAM fm Me To. TT. T_T 


co the pre-diſpoficion of :xtie marre 
50 which account , this: fivry wvigo 
oceediogfrontthe Solar beams;is 


"SOLON all 
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alike in all ſobje&s, bur. diverſified as 
| there is more or leſs of it 1a the ſeeds, 


All matters of purer pre-diſpolitions, 


'S) have a purer-and more durable Life and 
' Spirit : for every thing delighting in 
| that chat *s likelt coir, ir 1s more then 


Reaſon, that this pure Celeftia] vigour 


c1' ſhonld. penetrate and ſink deeper intro 
| Purer Bodies , and make them more 


durable and vital. For the proof of 


which, we need go no further then 


Gold ; which, being purer thenall orher 


| Terreftrial Bodies, participates more of 


thac Celeſtial Fire, which, penetrating 


 thebowels of the Earth , findes in Mi- 


verals the pre-diſpoſed matter (ro wit, 
the Mercury and. Sulphur,which Eſdras 
calls, The Earth of Gold) prepared by the 


| aQRtion and diligence of Nature, and 


| Purged and ſeparated from 21] inquina- 


tions of Terreſtrial and adult Dregs: 
which matter, inthe beginning, 1s onely 
ſome Sperm or Water  mix'd with that 
Sperm, Powder or pure Sulphur ; which, 
a&ed by the coagulative faculty,thickens 
by lictle and liccle ; and intime, by long 


© and continued action of the heat, 


hardens, and ſo comes to irs perfeRion, 
C 3 whuch 


4 . 


[22] 
which is naturally ſimple, tinged with! 
the colonr of Fire : for hear 1s che. 


Progenicor | and Parent- of TinQures,' 


If therefore © be certain ,-: thar this 
heart comes from the Sun', as it muſt 
: needs be indubitable, who can- ſo much 
contradi*Trath and Reaſon , 'as ro 
deny the Sun' to be the Author and 
Parent of this perfeAion? Ler us then. 
took higher , 'and ſeck more accurately 
how this perfeRion my be conſed by, 
Fl mnents Fn | 
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W---. CHAP, 4. 


Fr How the Sun 15 &y Hermes cal- 

"x . ted, The Father of the Mun- _ 

_ dane Spirit 3 and of the _ 
Univerſal Matter, 


 D Ut ſome may here ſay, If all chings 
| IJ proceed from one and the ſame 

' | matter ,. how can the Sun be called che 
| Parenit' of rhis matrer; when it ſelf is 
«| procteated or produced ont of this 
| matter? For anſwer wherennto,, we 

| muſt cohfider , That if we ſpeak of the 
| primzveprejacent- mirter of all things, 
- | ir is altogether inviſible, and cannot be 
| comprehended. bur ;by ſirong imagl- 
"F nation 3. our of whoſe vital light and 
- | natural hear, this. Celeſtial Sun was 
| prodiiced, with equal - light and fiery 
| vigour: which afterwards, firengrhening 
; this internal and effential heat, with 
- | narural, diſplayed the beams of his Fire 
oyer the whole Univerſe, illuminating 
C4 the 


[44] 
the Stars above him, and vivifying th 
things below him, But becauſe rhy| 
Earth i is, as1t were, the common Mo: 
ther of all things, the Sun as mo] 
vigorouſly upon her, ſhe being che com| 
mon Recepracle of. all Ipfluences in 
whoſe bowels the ſeeds of all ching of 
are ablconded ; which being a9itate 
and moved by the Suns heat , come ro 
light : and forrhis cauſe, in Winter 
when the Sun is fartheſt abſent from us, 
the Earch being deſticuted of that © vi: 
eorous lieat which - his perpendicular 
Rayes bronehtwith them, ſhe is we ſee 
barren, and produces nothing : Where- 
as In the Spring, 'when the Sun again re- 
_ viewsour Climate , then ſhe riſes from| 
her ſleep or death, and receives Life and 
vigour, The cauſe of ' which muracion, 
muſt needs be the Univerſal Spitie full] 
of Life, inhabiting the Barch principally; 
which; 'before i ir catrigenerare any thing, 
muſt tiles up its-19n-in ſome Body, as 
in the Earth, whidhjs the Body of Bo- 
dies: and becauſe a}} things are ncnadth 
edand {nfiaived bythar which produces! 
chem, there mult be grear affinity and 


harmony berwixt this Spirit and rhe 
Sun, 


[25 ; 
> thiSnn, And for this cauſe ancient Phi- 
; thiloſophers ſay, That the Sun in the 
Mo/Spring-time , calefies and enlivens his 
moſſParent.loaden with old age, and almoſt 
om{killed with Winter-cold. Seeing then 
in ſhe is by rhe Sun forcified,enlivened and 
ing! impregnated , Hermes had reaſon to ſay, 
ted That theSun was the Father of this mat« 
e toter: for being otherwiſe barren, and 
ter; withour off-ſpring, ſhe now conceives, 
us; generaces and multiplies her ſpirituous 
[v14 matter, leading it from 1ncorporality to 
alar| corporality. _ P | 
ſee The Philoſopher Hortulanus com- 
re-| menting. on Hermes his Table, leaves 
re-| and omits the radical principles of Na- 
om! ture. ; and taking his riſe by the ptinct- 
nd} ples of Chymiſtry by che San , under- 
n, flands the-Philoſophers Gold, which he 
111} eenely calls rhe Parenr of the Philoſo- 
ly;i, phers Scone. For all that are conyerfanc 
8,f inthis Art, learn from Experience and 
as] all good Authors, That the rrue matte 
o-|. and ſubje& of this Srone, hath Gold 
he/ and Silver ip potency , and Quicklilver 
es| naturally : which Gold and v1lver-are 
d| much berter. rhen thoſe men commonly. 
ie] {ceand tandle , becauſe rheſe-are _ 


om - 


[26] 
and can encreaſe , the other are deadþr 
and if: chis could nor be effeted, thee 
matcer would never be brongar to it 
perfegion , which this Art promiſes þ# 
which is indeed fo efficacions, as tcii 
perfet imperfet Mecals, But thi 
{ame invifible Gold or Silver, which byp 
chis Magiſtery is' exalred to ſo ſublime 
degree, cannor- communicate its pert 
feQion to imperfeR Merals, without the; 
help-and ſervice of valgar Gold andv 
Silver, Wherefore Alchymiſts alwayly 
adjoyn the one or the other,and ſo make 
Gold the Farher of the Elixir, 

Bar ſnch as would be further informed} n 
it this vericy, ſhould diligently evolve! 
-oed Authors : for it is not my purpoſe{c 
r6- ſpeak more of it : For it is enough|< 
for me ,/ to ſhew, char divine” Hermes, |t 
with one and the ſame finger ,. rouches|'e 
bothi ſtrings, or under one and the ſame |; 
ſerifence locks 'a rwofold. meaning ; fx 
which himſelf declares, when he aflercs, | 1 
Thar he was called Hermes Triſpzegiſtzn, | * 
becaufe he poſſeſſed three parts of the 
Worlds knowledge : for having given | 
the' Anaromy of this Univerſal Spirtr, | - 
(which is the material -Authior and! 
"Pr principle | 


wk 
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7] 

dh efnciple of all hu three chief kindes, 

hromprehending the whole of the world) 
 ithie had artained fo mnch of knowledge 
2s Rd wiſdom ; that nothing could lie 
cid from his Eyes : and cins principle 
hifie makes one. - So thar all rhings are 
byprodaced from one, by mediation of 
e ne, and adapration co one, This One 
7 Hen of which he ſpeaks, 1s thar general 
Spirit: whereof 1rrear : andrhar One, 
adby Which he (ayes, Miracles may be 
aywronehe , is the true Mineral matcer of 
ett 'Strone, whereof we ſpoke even now, 
hich is produced from rhe firſtgeneral 
d/marcer, or Canivendi) Spiric , inthe Earch, 
e/by Nature ; which Spirit porentaally 
e containing all Celeſtial vertes an ir ſelf, 
n/communicares* ſo! much co this Mineral 
'y matter” , as is4cquifire forthe obraining 
'of its perfeRion. 
-*''Bur omirring Chymical Do&ines as 
V uch as we may. mn this Treariſe, we 
ſay, That this genexal Spiritits a Stone 
or” Elixir compoſed: by Natwre 4; by 
| 1nediation- whereof, » ſhe-works allhec. 
Miracles : 'whith is much more ad- 
mirable chen-the Alchymitts- Scone , 


which i is otiely a grant of this univerſal 
SpLir, 


[28] 2 
Spirit, that it may a& and perfe 
chings like it ſelf : for being truely M 
rallical , / purified and compleated | 
Art , \ ir purifies and dizeſis Metals'| 
in their impurity for want of digeſt 
Buc this Phyſical or natural Srone pe 
pecually reſtores ſuch- rhings as are pr 
"duced by Nature, and hourly pr 
creates neiv thinys,as well in the kine 
of Animals, as of Vegetables and M; 
nerals; which yer it could not dogwith; 
our the help' and influence of. th; 
heavenly Bodies, eſpecially.of the Su 
which 1s the origine and principle of 
faculties:and generations. It hath the : 
the Sun for irs Father , .and contains ij , 
ic ſelf ſpiritua] Gold and Silver , becaul 
ic is che firſt matter of Gold and Silye | 


corporal; And becauſe Air is the med: 
um through which ir receives theſe ſu 
periour influences , Heres ſaith, Tha. 
the winde carries it:in-its-- belly 2 ;fof 
which: cauſe: Raymundies Lylline calls i 
' Aereal Mereoury : bur the-Earch, like a 
-univerſal Parent,nouriſhes tz in ber RA 
ful womb : which appears by the pro 
dudion: of all things proceeding from 
the Earth: for if this Spirit were: Nor 
| clu 


Huded therein ,. ſhe would have no 
{ q jpower nor verrne in generation and pro- 
ol; uQion ; ſeeing ſhe 15 properly no more 
3:1T1.en the common . veſſel or matrix of 
"Theſe many and different generations: 
"For the general matter or CMereyry of 
Them, being, as Philoſophers denote, 
inviſible, and almoſt incorporeal; cannor 
"be made viſible and corporeal, but by 
ſome ſublle artifice.; which marter, if 
{ir can be extracted -ourtof the Arms of 
th ics Nurſe,and purged from all accidental 
W ſuperfluities, may (notwithſtanding any 
= Reaſon I canſee to the contrary) inthe 
7 things whereto iris applied ,: leparare 
8 lf things corruprive: and heterogeneous, 
. and conſerve and multiply things homo- 
+ geneous and conformable co it, -/' | 

N It is without doubr ,* That Authors 
U are miſunderſtood); 1wherrhey ſeem to 
fs chat Metals: onely ſhould be 


a.) 


7 uſurped ro the produRtion. of .Merals , 
ſaying, Thar the Seeds of Geld:arein 
] Gold : for befides that -which we have 
7! ſpoken of common Merals, and of thoſe 
| which Philoſophers affume. ro: the:con- 
feRion of their Magiftery ; wetlare yer 
affirm,'That wichour'this generet apts 


[30 

(which 1s in all rh1 J the ſole cauſe & 
vegeration ): the faculty innate in 
Metals, of .becoming Gold and Sil 
can never be deduced co vegetation , 
from porency to a&, becauſe Natu 
| produces nor it felf, ' bur in every op 
ration there muſtbe {ome agent, -:a 
ſome matrer inbjacent to rhe a&ion, 

And this doubleſs is thar fire which 
Pontawus ſpeaks of /,* which all: Phil 
loſophers | have concealed and kept 
under Lack and Key , as the ſole Srearn 
of their aHions : for want of which 
Fire , Pomtanns ( as bim(cl{ confefles ) 
erred two hundred times 11 his pra@iſe, 
chongh-he had ro do with the right 
.mareer. ey tag 

This threefold eMercary then, or: 
fam-rotal, is the firſt Secd of all Merals, 
as alſo of the-other two kindes or Ge-! 
pus 's; which is by lictle and lictle co- 
agulared, and by the continual ation of 
. hear lying in the Myne, hardened and! 
tinted; when ir is perfeQly pure : bur! 
ir makes upfeveral fpccies, andacquires| 
divers forms and colonrs , according to 
marcer, producing Meals, Mineralaand 


Stones 


— 


- 


cones,in the boweisz Trees and Plants 
no the ſurface of the Earth ; as ſhe is* 
nimated by the Solar Rayes, withour 
- Which ſhe would be barren: for Nature 
arar firſt efabliſhed this for a Law , Thar 
«the Sun ſhould perpetually nouriſh and 
calefie the matter, alwayes moving its 
threefold faculty , Abimal, Vegetable, 
:4and Mineral to its effeR, 

. And this is the Cauſe why Hermes 


® * 

pt Wrote the Sun its Father, 
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Cnar, 5. 


How the Moon i the Mother of 
the Spirit of the warld, and 
the Uniyerfal Hatter, 


1-2 any might here be deceived , hep t 
| mult conſider, That as one of us, ab! 
Microcoſm, hath a Body, a Spirit, and aj! 
Soul ; even ſo hath the Macrocoſm: and 
ſeeing nothing exiſts chat wants thelſeP! 
three, there muſt needs be great affinityfi0 
amongſt them ; ſo that no one of theme! 
can be found wichouet the other : and} 
though two of them may ſeem ſome-j© 
times to be ſeparated from the ſubje& 
yer they are onely hidden in the thicdp® 
thatfremaing, as a {ubtile ard profoundF \ 
Artiſt may cafily experience, by the ex-P: 
amination of Fire, Whar therefore is" 
Mater, the ſame is Spirir ; and whar is| 
Spirir, may (and that nor impercinently)p? 
be called a Body. If we conſider, Thatf* 
ny are IRIEDIE s a8e"by- More 
| W 


"4 


[33] 


Laws ſo.generated, that they are one and 

he ſame thing : by which account it 

pppears, that che matter 1s nor onely 
atter, or Soul, or Spitir ; bur refers 
nd repreſents all, becauſe one is alway: 

enerared and nouriſhed with the . o- 

her : ſo that in the propagation and 

Aion of one, the two other are always 

reſent, 

When therefore we ſay,That the Moon 
eþ the Mother of the Spirit and nniver- 
aþ! matter, we ſpeak not irrarionally, 
zjor affert any abſurdity : bur here we 
dpuft mare intimouſly enquire, whence 
eþis Maternity proceeds, Heat and 
yſloiſture then are the two Keyes of Ge- 
njeration ; and Heat performs the office 
dif the Male, bur Moiſture of the 
,.jemale, Corruption ariſes upon the 
 Rtion of Hear over Moiſture, and 
dpcneration follows upon Corruption ; 
df we may ſee in the ſmell Body of an 
£2, wherein, by the heat of Fomen- 
jgltion and Incubation , the Sperm put 
s|cfies, and afcerwards the Chicken is 
pagulared and formed, The ſame 1s 
eo apparent in the Generation 'of 
sjan; who, by.the help of the nacural 

D Hear 


s 


| , Jo] -. 
Heat of the Woman active upon thr 


Maſculine and Feminine Sperm uo 
hired in her marrix, 1s deduced (n 
a compleat Body, perfe& in all ij n 
parts, a1 

By Corruption here , we underſtayc: 
Mutation 2nd paſſage of one form injac 
another , which cannot be effeaqgth 
without the mediation of putrefaQiogro 
(which is the ſole medium and wayſth 
Generation) which is alſo promoted f|ne 
the help of ſome CMercury or Quickm' 
filver, which.s the ſpecial Conduatco 
of the vegetative faculty : and than 


| Sperms of all Bodies are aqueons, an(jW 


as it were, full of Mercurial humowgo 
and if their innate Heat be brougbm 
from potency to act by the exrercor 
heac of the Snn , rhen may their G 
neration be procured by decoRion, | Þ 
Hence the ancient Philoſophers |. 


fſerr, Thar the Sun and Man generaf. - 


c:e Sun, theterreſtrial Sun, which If 
Gold; and Man, May, Andir isn The 
nifeſt,, That without the hear of t 
San, the heat of che Elemencary Fire 
deadand barren. Whence the Sunfuſp 
alſo called the Maſter of Life and QWou 

Tn neratit 


neration, Hear then 1nall Generati- 
j ons comes from the Sun; bur radical 
| moiſture, by che influence of the Moon ; 
| which influence, all ſublunaries receive 
and feel, when this Planer is In irs en- 
creaſe or wane, And thus you have an 
Jaccount how and why Hermes called 
the Sun Father, and the Moon Mother 
{ro this univerſal matter: for the heat of 
the Sun, ard moiſture of tbe Moon,oe- 
nerate all things ; becauſe heat and 
{moiſture, in a due temperament, cauſe 
conception ; and upon conception, Life 
hand Generatiov. And though Fire and 
(Water be contraries, yet one can do no 
oood wichout the congreſs of the other: 
bur by their diverſe a&ions, all things 
Fconcelve, and are conceived. 


Ainſh dans U univer's diſcordante concorde 
. Aux Generations devient apte & $* accorde. 


If Generation 1n the world be had, wm 
Then what erſt diſcord is inconcord made, 


Yet 1 would not have my Reader 
gfuſpe& , Thar by too haſty judgement L 
would abſirat Hermes his prime inten» 
D 2 tion 


| 6]. | 
tion, from rhe QI of all oo, 
milts into the by-parths wherein I rreaq_ 
becauſe I know , Thar all good Philoſo 
phers, according to his minde and wil 


ſay, Thar the Sun and Moon ſhould 

in conjun&ion , that they may abſo! 
perfe& Generation : for as Arnoldme 
villa nova inF lore florum, ſays, The Phils 
ſophers Sperm is nor joyned to theirBg, 
dy, bur by rhe mediation of their Moo 
which Moon is not common Silver ; b 
the crue matter of their Stone , whiq”. 
congregates, and inſeparably retallfro 
inits belly, Body, which is the $ 
and Sperm, which is Mercury. Andi 
ſpeaks of this Moon in his ov#mL« 
where he ſays, That exceptitg hisMaſtywic 
of whom he learned his work, he knefor 
none that ever operated in che tris fi 
matter ; but all were extravagant ayſely 
erroneous in the elefion of rheir mawic 
cer, as if they would generate a manſdry 


a dog, | | \ 
chu 


| [37] 


CuaP. 6, 
That the Root of the Spirit of the 


| World oy Le ſought 11 
L1; 


/C Ar. 


Inde is nothing but Air moved 
and aovitared, as we may learn 
From the reſpiration of Animals, which 
low Winde when they breath Air, 
Ninde then is Air , and Air is wholly 
ital, and the breath of Life: for 
Withour Air nothing can live or ſabſiſt ; 
for whatſoever 'is deprived thereof , 
s ſuffocated and dies, yea, Plants them- 
elves that are deſtiruted of free Air, 
icher, and are in reſpe& of orhers, 
dry and dead, 
We therefore have ſome Reaſon to 
y , Thar Air is a vital Spirit, penetra- 
Ing all .chings, communicating Life 
and confiftence to all ; binding,noving, 
and filling all, 
By this Air then , the Univerſal 
| D 3 | ſpirir 


Ss p _ [3 8] - Pa Re 
Spiric that lies hid and ſhut in all thing 
is generated and manifeſted ; by thi” 
it 1s Ingroſled, formed , and madf_ 
more apt for Generation : whered?" 
{alid the Pailoſopher treating , faye . 
nor without Reaſon , That Miners " 
have their Roots in the Air, thel Al 
Heads and Tops in the Earth. As! 
he ſhould have ſaid, The Air cauſes thi D 
Spiric to enliven , angment and mr R 
tiply Minezals in the Earth ; chondlp. 
thoſe that have ſome experience b 
preparing the Philoſophers Stones|,. 
may ſay, Thar this place ſhould b 
otherwiſe underſtood : for accordin® 
co cheir Do&rine, in their Philoſop lo 
cal Works, there aretwo parts ; Ot 
volatile, which is elevated in fort 
of a vaporr , and then condenſe 
and reſolved into Waier ; and thi b 
they call the Spirit: the orhcr more fig 
£d, reſidivg in the bourcm of ihe Vl 
Which they call the Body. - Rofnms ei Y 
plains this ſertence by anoth<r of th, 
ſame Authors : for heſaith, Taket! p 
thivgs cf their ſouls, and exalt chem q? 
hich, andreap them in rhe tops of rid 
 Monmains, and reduce them to che 
| Roots 


i 
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Roots: where the Glofler ſayes, Theſe 
Swords are trae and cleer, wichour envy 
4jepd ambiguicy ; chough he declares riog 
" {whar he underſtands by things whereof 
"ſhe ſpeaks, Burt by Mountains (faich Ro- 
ame) che Philoſopher means Cucur- 
a bites ; by the rops of their Mountains, 
: Alembicks : by reaping, he means, we 
[mutt receive the Water of the aforeſaid 
[things , through the Alembick into the 
{Receptacle : by reducing them to their 
Roots, he means,Thart we ſhould reduce 
the ſaid Water to the Earth whence ir 
aroſe, This is alſo confirmed by Mori- 
Tex, who ſaith , That the Philoſophers 
Joperations conlift onely in extraQting 
Water from the Earth , and reducineic 
1ro the Earth till the Earth putrefie: for 
{the Earth pntrefies , when this Water is 
purified ; which, being once purz, wall 
| by God's help, dire& and perfeA the 

whole Magiſtry, 
| Some have exploded Air ont of the 
order of the Elements , thinking it as 
glne or lime co conjoyn divers Natures ; 
judeing it the Spirit, orlnſtrument. of the 
World, becauſe i: is the Chatior of tne 
Univerſal Spiric : for ic firſt receives rhe 
D4 influences 


WW 


a. 
influences of all Celettial Bodies, an 
communicates them ro other Element; 
and mix'd Bodies, Inthe mean while 
like ſome divive Looking-elaſs,recetvin: 
and retaining rhe ſpecies and forms 0 
all natural chiogs, which 1c carries alon: 
with ir, and infinuating it ſelf into the 
pores of Animals, impreſles thoſe form: 
on them, whether they ſleep or wake, 
. Welearn from Animals and Vegetables 
Thar' every Spiric neer che Earth , re- 
celves its veitue and vigor from the Air: 
for we {ze {uch things encreale and exto 
chemſelves: the Spiric which gives the 
Life, doth ſo much delight in Air, as th 
place where ir had irs origine. Herme 
alſo ſaich , Thar the Air carries 1c in ir 
belly. Whereunto eAriſorle ſubſcribes 
ſaying, Thar moiſt things proceed from 
che Air , and Terrene things from the 
moiſt ones: for Air being next the Earth 
humeQares it on every fide ; and th 
humour rhereof being condenſed by in-| 
nare hear, is rurned into a certain kinde]: 
of Earth , which contains Xerewry and] 
Sulphur in due proportions, 
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CHAP. 7. 


How the Earth ;.ouriſhes this U- 
HL1 verſ 5 partt. 


7 Hons # chis Spiric be infuſed into, 
and dwells in ſuperiour as well as 
inferiour Bodies, yet ir may be belt 
known and /diſcerned in Bodies moſt 


| evident and neer - to our view ; of 
! which the Earch is neereſt, and moſt ve- 
gerable : in ic cherefore is this Spirir 
| generated, and manifeſted more copi- 


onlly : for the Earth is a certain mark , 

whereto all the Influences, Rayes, and 
Vertnes of the ſaperiour Bodies trend. 
It is moreover the Fundament and Ba- 
fis of the other Elements, containing in 
it ſelf the ſeeds and ſeminal _—_— 
all chings ; for which cauſe ir is right| 

called rhe common Mother of all Ani- 
mals, Vegetables and Minerals, Ir is 
therefore impregnated by the Heavens, 


| and produces all rhings our of its 


womb; 


"| 
womb ; and chongh chis Spiric were| ; 
expeiled, waſhed away, or ſeparated o 
from it by what way you pleaſe, yet rhe] - 
Earth, rhus void of Spirir, if left a while] , 


in the Air, would agein be impregnated x 
by cheCeiefttal vercues and influences,ſof & 
as to produce ſome Chyſtalline fones| , 
E 
2 


and jucent ſparks : and by this means, 
the Spirit which was taken for ſepa- 
rated, would again regerminate 1 the 
| Earth. Impregnation then made by the 
action of the Heavens , and of che firſt 
qualities , doth continnally render her] 
oenerative: foront of her womb come 
all chings ſnblunary. She produces all] 
things endned with life , preſerves, 
nouriſhes, and ar laſt reſolves them into 
their own Nature, When ſhe 1s agi- 
rated by theſe aRions,ſhe cauſes a two-| 
fold expiration ; one withont her, ano- 
ther within her : which expirations 
ecrede fromthis Terrene Spirit , when 
moved and calefied by the Celeſtial 
hear. The expiration elevated with- 
out or above the Earth, if it be humid, 
cauſes and produces dew and froſt ; if 
dry, winde, thunder, and other dry 


Aercal impreſſions : bur the expiration 
included 


3 


, included in the Farch «K-28 be humid, 
generates I:quable Metals and Mine- 
: rals; if dry, foes, and the like, thar are 
< not liquable, A!] chings vegetable 
© proceed trom, and are nouriſhed by this 
0 Spirit,whereof the Earth is Nusſe : for 
1 which cauſe, the ancient Poets call the 
5 Earth the common Mother and Nurſe of 


| all Creatures, 
Cc 
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 Cnay, 8, 


That the Spirit of tle World us 


the Ccatiſe of perfe Fro e 
in all, 6 
P 


TFT Univerſal Spirit is the genera 
by Genus, and common to every? 
Genus : for if we calt our eyes into tha © 
inferjour or elementary Worldywe ſee in ! 
divided into three ſubalcernals, ro wit; © 
animal, vegerable, and mineral kindes | 4 
and yer the ſamein all, onely operating © 
diverfly according to the diverfity of ity * 
forms. And hence rhe infinite variety of ! 
Creatures ariſes; for elſe there would bd * 
only one ſpecies in the Univerſe : bur if 

_ we perpend the ſuperiour and Celeſtial 
( 

< 


World , weſhall alſo finde , That the 
Spirit is one, equal in all, and differing 
In nothing but purity and fubrilty : fot 
rhe Celeſtial Spirits are procreated ol 
irs pure igneous ſabſtance , and differ 
from Terrene ones in corporal youy 

— | CR, anc 


"LF ET; 
| land the Celeſtial hes and Lumina- 
ries are made of its middle and Aereal 
—"Jhubſtance : ir conſticures therefore all 
things , becauſe it hath in ir both the 
faculties of ſuperior and infetior Bodies, 
and becauſe ir 18 of an exquifite temper : 
for this Body is 1n all the beginning and 
end of perfe&ion ; and if ir were de- 
ſticured of its faculties, it could never 
perfe&t any thing: and here we under- 
ra) ſtand ſimple and natural perfeRion ; and 
pd alchough it be perfe& onely , according 
þ4to the intent of Nature , containing In 
ix ir ſelf the rule, line, ation and power 
ir] of perieAion ; yer it acquires yertues 
$ | and faculties above the ſphere of natural. 
nd things, and can deduce things from pe- 
rd rency to at, This Spirir alcers and pe- 
netrates all rhings,though never ſo groſs; 
28 mollifies hard things,hardens ſoft things, 
ij avd augments, nouriſhes and conſerves 
a all rhings, This Spiric alſo, being in all 
« Bodies the Author of Generation and 
o| Corruption, hath neceſſarily a threefold 
| operation : for by its drineſs, it muſt en- 
| liven , and by its coldneſs, congeal ; 
g and by irs moiſture, congregate and 
unite : for which it hath a threefold 
pame 


: [46] 
name impoſed on it, deſumed from rh{ 6, 
three kindes of Earth : for chey call i ri 
vicrifying , ſalinginons, and Mercurial| w 
becauſe of Salt, Glaft, and Mercnry,al 1; 
things are made ; though Paracelſm ſp 
reckons theſe principles otherwiſe, td at 
. wit, Salt, Sulphar, and Mercury, adding © 
Glaſsas afonrth, As if he ſhould ſay b 
All things are made of theſe three firf ] 
principles, and reduced ar laſt co rh{ G 
foncth-as though neicher Nacure norAnl c 
could produce any thing beyond G/afl a 
Bur I ſhall prove my own ſentence by a 
Examples and Reaſon, ; The Bones d e 
Animals are conſolidated and hardened © 
by vitrification , che F'-h and Nerves - 


theſe Bodies are falciſh ; for nothing 
wants Sa/t, but whar is infipid ; yea 
thoſe things are very ſalti/h whereo 
Glaſs is made, as Fems X4/;, and the like 
Some may here obje& , That ir Is hs 


47] < 

ty Glaſs, but Salt, thar cauſes the indura» 
| tion of Bones 4 Shells 4 ard the like, 
all which Ihave mentioned. Wohereunto 
4 Tanſwer, That Experience and Reaſon 
ſa ſpeak the contrary : for Salt is reſolved 
tq and melred by the leaſt moiſture of Air 
ty or Water : but the Bones and Shells 
ayl before mentioned, refiſt liquefa@ion, as 
rf they are more or leſs hardened by this 
hy G1aſs-making faculty : for theulrimare 
\n confirmation of which my aflercion, I 
#{ may adduce precious Stones , Adamant 
| avd {bry/tal,which are nothing bur Glaſs 
q elaborated to perfe&ion in the Furnace 
24 of Nature, And now, that all chivgs 
| are condenſed by Mercury, 1s ſo mani- 

14 fel}, thar it needs no other Teſtimony,, 
a] but common Experience, Minerals have 
ly enongh of Salt, Sulphur and CMcroury 
q inchem : Stones and ſuch effodedrhings 
| as acquire not extention and fuſion by 

1 the Hammer and Fire, have ſome Sa/t 1n 
0 them ; bur this is ſuperared by che 
g aduftion of corruptive Sz/phnr , which 
| comes upon their induration and virrif- 
| cation. . Metals and all duaile things 

are concrered and condenſed by Salr 


| and CMercyury ; and ſo much i. 
y 


—_——_—C___Cw_wo_wdw_—__—_——___——__—_©b_ue__w—_Ol.oy_——_—__ 


_ C——— EE —___—_—  —_— I > —e——_—_——————_— 
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by vitrification, that they bid ſome 
ſiſtence ro the Hammer, which 1s indet 
more or leſs, according to their imp 
cation with more or leſs impurity ar 
aduſt Earth , which comes upon the c 


aoulation of their Mercury, Andth 


we may affirm, rhar all chings are mat 
of the ternal number of Glaſs, Salt ar 
Mercury, or Water ; where G1aſs is tt 
canſe of hardneſs, Sal: affords marce 
and Water cauſes unition and condet 
fatton, 


\ 
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Of the ſpe Cfication of bo tr iorewe » 


we - 


He Soul of the World, andics ARi- 
, on and Verrue, Is repreſented in 
things in which ic is: this bindes.and 
njoyns the ſuperiour things with the 
eriour 7. for as many 1dea's: as the 
aven contains , ſo: many ſeminal 
es:it obtains ; whence, by the Me- 
tion 'of rhe Spirit , ir-forms ſo many 
cies in the matter, When'therefore 
falls our, rhat any ane of theſe, ſpe- 
s degeoverate, it may, by theSoul 
hin it, and the "mediation of. the 
iverſal Spirit, be reformed, and re- 
cedto-its former ſtate z: for the Spirir. 
Ilwayes at hand; ind-'ready for all 
þtions, - In themean while , wemnſt 
imagine that rhe intelle&ual Idea 
ttrated ;, bur rather, that the Soul 
dned with ſuch a vertve , andal- 

| E laced 


ha 
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lored by the material forms + whi 
cannor ſeem abſurd to any one ; for 
| Prepares every one his meat and nut 
menr, becauſe ir is tran{murable into 
things by which ie ts ſollicited, and 
lingly remains and reſides therein. 2 
roaſter calls the Agreement and H 
—_ of rhe Forms,with the Soul of 
World, Allurements, Whence ita 
pears , Thar all-chings and kindes dr 
their powers" and faculties from t 
Soul of che World, nor all totally, ! 
fuch as reſpe& rhe ſeed or propag 
tion, and the 1:Fe, whereby they gern 
nate or encreaſe. An example her 
wehave in Nan, who, feeding onely: 
h&m's meat, acquizes not the Nature 
Birds, Piſhes, or the like, which 
eas, Many other Animals alſo fe 
upon. the ſame vials , and yer eve 
one atradts char which is proper to þ 
ſpecies: fo thar it is worthy our ada 
ratiqn, thac our of the ſane Mear, M 
can atrrad whac is proper to Many ay. 
3 Bird whar'1sproper toaBird, At 
hid is nox becauſe there are many aq 
diverſe Altnencs im-one and the ſan 
eith; bar becuaſe of the-ſpecios-nourill 


vhi 2 "MR [ $1] | 

= which: attraAts and changes the mo- 
Oimenc proper to, andconvenient far 
WN elf z by mediation whereof, it gene= 
y- tes is like, by verine-of this Soul 

| az z'w*-*his in it according to ies 

\ RRUCY. * . (. WP 

- But we miwr-tnort think , - That in the 
” Bachine of che Worid , the Spirit, Soul 
3. Body, are things ſeparated: for 
-*Jeſe three are alwayes unired and 
1 Bnjoyned, 2s is apparent. and by this 
'> Jion, rite whole Spirit: Bbd corporal 
"*Flance become vital, :\ 7 

7 The univerſal Soul chen,. feigns and 
<Keines divers forms, which che Sp 
ty receiving into the bowels of the 
Ae\:mencs, makes corporeal , and pror 
ch tes. ' ' Hence Anunals generate onely 
ehimals ; Planes , Plants z and Mine- 
Vs, Minerals: though not allalike* 
O I Minerals , as 1 ſaid before, generare 
"| their like after the ſame manner 
"] Planrs, becauſe cheir Spirit 1s Co- 
 4Dited by too groſs matter; which 
Bltric » If ir conld be conveniently et- 
/ 32ed , and conjoyned wich Minexal 
12Iretc, would generate its like, be» 


pe by its ——_ CA — ines 


un- 


imperfeR Bodies, through the ſubt '(s 
ation of Art, and artificious Grady 
-tion of Fire ; - it brings with it pi, 
'per and Mineral ' ſeeds onely, not aff, 
ma] , becauſe repngnanggo-its Natur 
yet I will not ſay, it wants t 
23Aion of other. faculrit&Y*;” bur chat 
idoth not demonſtrate them , bur z 
cording to the - fpecies whereto it} 
accommodated : for elſe every thi 
"would produce its unlike :'a Tree woi 
generace a Man:; a Plant, a Bull, aN 
tal , an Herb : which I ſpeak onely 
reſpe& of ihe. diverſe ſpecifications. 
—_ 7: 4 
©3:For if we-confider the moſt get 
ml-Genus ,"it produces in all thiy - 
its like o becauie , being Wherc / 
i afſumes che Nature ” of all thi! 
wherewith it is mixed. But hum 
Art cannor effz& that that” 1s ol 
praficed ro Nature, which. alone q 
oo a ſpecies : Art may d! 

nd multiply, If It begin Its ops 
tion #c the" roor of rhe ſpecies, | 
 PradencPlifloſophers'doy who, ef 
Ring the Spiric from. Minerals ſp«q 
cated, decently purified, and reduce} = 
Tl EDD perfediq: 


IperfeRion,, render ir apt to perfeR i im- 

Wrerfe& things. | 

' And an expert and indulirious Artit 

Irerpending theſe things aright , may 
dily infticure admirable Adaprations, 


hy 
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The: Philofophers tru 
| Salt and Secret ; 
, _ —y 
A Of the univerſal Soul or 
Spirit of the World. 
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BOOK 1I. 


Cuap, r. 
That the Spit of the World aſſume 


Boay z and how 1t 5 incorporated. | 


E have I hope ſafficienclyq} 
"x ylicated in the former Bog 
 F har allrhings were not | 


ly produced ; bur alſo made corpord i 


| 
| 
| 


[$5] 

by che nniverſal Spirir, We now come 
MG wdeclate what kinde of Body this Sp1- 
J ric aſſumes, and how it ſelf both is, and 
makes all chings corporeal : for thar 
muſt needs be corporeal which makes 
E] all ocher chings ſuch, ſeeing norhing 
can give what ir ſelf harh nor, Lecus 
therefore ſee with whar , and how it is 
veſted wich a Body : not that we will 
Ul here diſpute of the incorporation of ce- 
 leſtial and ſapernatural beings, bit 
| ofely of Phyſical and Sublunary Gene» 
| rations , andof the body of the Earth, 
which is the ſole veflel and true marrix, 
where rhe prime ated moſt general 
 Incorporator of things, is ir ſelf incor» 
porared, 

I ſay then, That no body can be made 
withour 2 precedent Mover , char may 
— didnce potency to at: thar which exiſts 
not inſave potency , may be produced 
;,x{ into light, and according co Natures 

ihrent, reach its final rerm., which is; 

* [tO make thar a body which it would 
'q produce, Now this mover can be no 
4 orher rhen fire or heat , which moves ic 
# ſelf firſt in the Air ; forall Generati- 
i ons bevy there, becauſe fire is the moſt 
| =s active 


—x 


O 


-Demogorgon , and Progeniror of 


| TIS] 
active Element, and conſequently m( 
ſubrile and light « whence ic is mg; 
prompt for motion. 

Fire therefore, whoſe propriety 
through its leviry to aſcend, and mai 
unknown things viſible, doth requ 
fitely receive the beginning of irs mai 
on and action from inferiour Bodis; 
that is, from the centre of the Eart 
where, as we ſaid before, the of 


things , inhabirs ; ſitting there in hi 
Throne, and midit of his Empire : th 
thence he may govera , command, pt: 
ſerve, and divide the efſence of Lifet 
all the parts of that grear Spherical Bt 
dy expanded about him ; and that! 
may | more ealily and from equal d 
ance, receive from every: Member wi: 
he wants, The root of Fire is in 
planred in the fruicful bowels of thi 
old Parent : which thence emits a y! 
porons breath , which Hermes calls th 
hnmid Nature : for vapour is the prin 
and next ation of fire ; with which it! 
ſo conjoyned, that it cannot be imagin 
withouc 1c, : 

Buc ſome may ſay , If vapour ol 
[0i 


| from fire, how can it be moiſt, ſeeing 


fire is hot and dry ? whence acquires ic 
this contrary quality ? And here we 
finde nothing abſurd, if we do bur con» 
fider, Thar fire cannor live and ſubſift. 
without moiſture, which 1s its alimenr, 
ſupport and ſnbj2&t ; without which, 
fire cannot be conceived 2 for being by 
Nature a&Qive, and its aRton indefati- 


| gable, it mult needs have ſomething to 


a& upon, and never be deſtitue of this 

thing, | | 
Fire then, and co-eſſenrial moiſture, 
are like Male and Female in all Gene- 
rations, and are the firſt Parents of cor- 
porification of the Spirit of the World ; 
as hereafter we ſhall make appear, But 
Fire is the firſt Operator , becauſe a- 
Qion precedes paſſion , thovgh the Pa« 
tient be 1nſeparably co-exiſtent with the 
Agent; as the old Stoick Zexos aflercs, 
who choughr that theſubftance of Fire 
was by Air turned into Water, and 
there conſerved, as the general Sperm, 
and firſt uniyerſa} marrer , whence all 
things were firſt generated, Thales 
CMilefnus, whom the Greeks ſnrnamed 
the wile, perceiving the marter patient, 
{aid 4 


[38] 
Wi fajd , Thar Warer was the firſt matter; 
Wil | which Herackme attributed to the Sea, 
"ki and e Moſes, more il|uminated rhth 
both, ſaith, That before the heaven ani 
earth were created , the Spirit of the Lori 
moved on the face of the waters : callits 
Wl Fire , becanſ of irs noble and part] 
Wil! eflence, The Spirit of God. Inlayine 
" therefore , That Fire is the firſt princi- 
"ah ple of beings, Itranſereſs not the limits 
Willi - of Reaſon and Verity : for ic 1s without 
"NW doubt, the firſt Operator, and the laſt! 
"A Deſtroyer and Changer of forms, whoſe 
Wh ih caule it is,even till ir hath brought thein| 
111088 co their period and firſt matter, beyond! 
which there is no progreſs , bur onely 4 | 
eransformation, as 1 ſhall by and by de-| 
clare, - by compariſon with viſible and 
familtar beings: che firſt ative potency, | 
which begins to operare in the prod» 
Aton of man, 1s the apitation or motion 
of hear : which imiratmg the ation of 
fire (whoſe Nature is chiefly ſeparative) 
draws Sperm from the whole Body 
(wherein Man 's ſeed is porenrially in- 
Wil cinded) and coRs and diveſts it 2 there- 
Whit" Wore it apr for expulſion, and 
ill R#ftexrwards for Generation and Aug- 
bY mens 
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mentition ; a- Generation and 
Augmentation is alwayes helped by 


Fire , which is the ſole Actor: fo that. 
If it ſhould atrain the end of 1ts exal- 


cation, being inflamed by the Sulphur 
of 'Excrements , and impurity of Ali- 
ments, it would abſume the radical 
Moiftoce , which is the Seat apd Pre- 
ſerver of Life: which done, the fire 
remics not of irs power and action, till 
by :refolucton and corruption, it brings 
the Body to Aſhes ; which nothing can 
do but fire. ; 

But that we may make this more pal- 


pable, ard finde our the firii matter by. 
the knowledge of the laſt, let us impoſe 


2 Body onacommon Fire : and we ſhall 
ſee, har what is inflammable 1n ir, will 
be totally conſumed, and redaRted ro a 
few Aſhes ; which Afhes alſo will par- 


ticipate of a fiery Nature z and for 
their laſt ſubjeR and marter, rurn into a 


cerrain Salt, whoſe ſole Parent and Mul- 


riplier, Fire muſt needs be, Andrhough 


theſe ſhould be further turned, yet Sale 
would alwayes be left, in whoſe incer- 
nals we-may finde:Fire , which is de- 
ligheed-with irs like, A h 


And 


oy ' Ie ASL 
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And by this means, Alchymiſts finde, 
that there is ſomeching 1n Salt char is 
incowbuſiible , or ſecret Elementary 
Fire, which hath che ſame actions with 

rimirtive Fire : upon which account they 
call i the Balſam of che-Body, becauſe 
it contains thar that gives life, as alſo, 
chat conſerves and augments it; which is 
nothing elſe but a moiſt vapour, -accom- 


panied with moderate heat. Johannes | 


Fontanus in his Philoſophical Narrati- 
ons, (Ex ſon Romant Philoſephig,.) ſhews, 
Thar he was nor ignorant of this Se- 
cret,wherehe brings in Nature ſpeaking 
thus : 


Anucuns diſent que few n'cngendre 
De ſon natzycl fors que cendre © 
Mai leur tcverence ſagvee 
Natwe eſt dans le feu awutee * 

Et þs prover,je le vou loye 

Le fel a Teſyoing je prendoye. 


Some dare t' affirm, that fire can generate 


Nothing but aſhes; but thoſe ſcem to relate. 


The trath thereof ,who (ay,that in fires breſt 

All Natures operations are impreſt, 

And if hereof a proof you do require, 

Salt gives you provf enongh what is in fone 
| n 
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| And that ic participates of moilture, 
is plain enough from its ealie reſoluci- 
on ; as alſo its fnlneſs of heat is de- 


|  monſtrable, from irs ready-congelations 
| from which we may obſerve, Thar: Fire 


as, and is unired with Fire ; as 1n li» 
quefaQion Air a&s, and is joyned wich 
Air: for how in one ſubje& could the 
dry imbibe che moili, if there were no 
innate heat, ſecing drineſs , as it pro- 
ceeds from hear, doth naturally imbibe 
moiſture ? Pre ASL 
| And hence we may eafily nnderftand, 
That the Demogorgon or central Fire, 
cannot be deſtitute 'of moiſture on 
which it may a&,, and thence elevate 
2 vapour mixed of two qualiries, which 
Icall, The Spirit of the World ; bur 
many Philoſophers CMercary of 'Mer- 
77es; becauſe all other proceed from this 
naturally : bur this elevated vapour 'is 
not yet a Body , but a mean betwixt a 
Body and a Spiric, participating of both 
Natures ; which , whilſt jc remains in 
thar Nate, can generate rothing,- - It Is 
therefore neceſſary , ' That- it eicher af 
ſume or form a Body, Which! 00s 
: _ doth? 
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[62] 
doth: This ſubtile vapour, proceeding 
from dry and moilt principles , when 


ic is elevared, penetrates the ſpungyneſs | 


of the Earth, wherein ic is gradually 
cucned into _ Mercurial Water by the 


occurſe of the ambient Air, and of | 


che Earth it ſelf ; whoſe ſarface is far 
diſtant from ics Centre, where the Fire 
refides, whence rhis hear ariſes. - After 
the kke manner, aswe ſec in av Alem- 


bick , where the vapour or Spiric to be | 


diſtilled, runs our, But chis vapour 


and its water, pattaking of rwo prin- | 


ciples, hexr and moiſture, it is ingroſſed ; 
and by mederate and comined coki- 


on, condenſed. The principal cauſe and | 


mean of which ation , is innate Fire, 


which contains this very vaponr ; and | 
by its continual a&ioa', ftimulares and | 


compels ic to imbibe this moiture, and 


To codynlate this Warer : nor inall parts 


with a like folidicy and hardneſs ,' nor 
yer alcogerher ; bur firſt with a mw- 
cilaginons and different ſolidiry, Now 


that which Nature aflayes ro do in'the 


information of Tdea's, is, ro beg their 
induration and ſolidity, which muſt ne- 
ceſlarily hold on in Narnres way, which 
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| eve individual, and lerosſee howivis 
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18a progrefs from one extream to ano- 
ther,by intermediate diſpolitio'n. And 
Nature thus corctinuing its digeſtion , 
this Mucilage fiays, of whole grofſer 


| matter Metals are generaced inthe veing 
ofthe Earth, or cavities of Rocks;which 
differ nor in ſubltance, being produced 


by one and che ſame ſeed , bur anely in 
accidents, which they cake from the 
diverfities of the places and matrixes 
where they are generared. Bur the more 
fubtile parr of chis.vapour , aſcends to 
the ſurface of the Earth , where it flays 


by compulſion y and being in conti- 
tua] agitation, though 1t'can neither re- 


orede nor aſcend higher, and finding 
no ſolid matrer to carry it with it, 18 is 
compelled ro conctinne Natures inten- 
tion ; and therefore ſerves for the Ge- 
necation and Cogporification of indivi- 
duals, Bue char whac I have faid' may 
be better underſtood;, ler us take ſome 


produced : for this wilt aſcertainusthat 
the Spirit of the World:affumes a Body,. 
and ſhew us how tc is incorporated, An 
Acorn may be long enough ſer or ſown 
mihe Earth, and conſume wichour ger- 

mi- 


A [64] 
mination, unlefs ſome Agent be neer.ir} « 
that may deduce its occult petency nz 1 
curally wichin it,into at, And wheng|] i 
can any one imagine this a&ton to pro t 
ceed; unleſs from rhe central Fire ifluino 
out of Demogorgon's breft 2 Which Fire] 1 


attracted and fomented by the: Sola} n 
Rayes, will redoubſe its force, vertne| T 
and efficacy, Does not then this ger-| r: 
mination derive its: original from N| y: 
tures Fire; which. elevating and mul.} 1c 
tiplying its vapour, .. excites the in| n 
nate heat of the Acorp, which is off pi 
its own fide - reſolved into a vapour by] fr 
the mediation of. Air ?. and this rai.ed| ac 
vapour is nouriſhed and auzmented by| E 
the firſt vapour, which never ceaſes to} m 
a&t on the matrerof the Acorn, till it ly 
have broughr ic .to:the period of rhat te 
perfeRion ro which Nature deſtined it} SÞ 
which is, to make ic an Oak : which) fo 
when._ic hath acquired irs perfet-mag} co 
- nitude, begins, not indeed codie, but tof du 
decline, -and gradually ro recurn co ity] fat 
firſt form, even to the Earth; where the} Pre 
fame.vapour is not. idle or deficient : for] Ea 
of- the putritude of rhis Tree , certain} me 
Animals,called Horſe-lice, with m_ tet 

'f; - danc 


| 


.. PEORS on. ZN. 12 OD... DS... _ 


— 


\ 


[65] 
dance of Worms, are thereby gene- 
rated ; yea, when the Oak is turned 
into perfeR Earth, it cauſes a new vege- 
tation, 

Bur if any ſhould ſay, That the Acorn 
is augmented and mvltiplied to this 
maenicude , he erres : for it 15 manifeſt, 
That in this germination, the Acorn 


| remains whole without diminution ; 
| yea ſeparates it ſelf from the Tree when 
| ic is germinated. The Oak then grows 


not from the ang2menration and multi- 
plication of the Acorn ; neither 1s it 
from addition and abſira&Rion from the 
adjacent Earth : for then ſo much of the 
Earth would be exhauſted, as the Trees 
magnicnde is:it mult therefore neceſſari- 
ly proceed from ſome other way & mat - 
retſeeing by cheſe wayes it cannot, This 
Spirit then,or Vapour,which is ordained 
for no other end, is that which is in- 
corporated , and prodnces this indivi- 
dual, from which the creation, angmen- 


g| tation , and preſervation of all chings, 


proceed ; and not from the Maſs of che 


| Earch , which is nothing bur the Excre- 


} 
1N 


h 


ment of rhe ſpiritnons and prim#ve mat- 
ter, a5 1t appears by = digeſtion of = 
Q= 
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ſtomach , which reje&s Excrements it 
the ſame weight and quantity almef 
that ir aſſumed Mear in , when never 
cheleſs, ir hath extraQted irs prope 
autriment from ic , which is onely thi 
Spiric included in that Maſs ; whic 
by. irs ficcity, makes ic ſelf a Body ; and 
by irs humidity , dilates and augment 
ir ſelf, 


[67] 


CHAP, 2, 


Of the converſion of th Spirit 

| Zato Earth; and how its Ver - 

tue 1emaiis titegrally FT 
ths Earth. © 


He former Reaſons ſeem ſufficiencly 

ro evince, That che Spirir of che 
| World aſſures a Body : now we ſhould 
declare how it is corporified ; and 
though In this ſearch , the labour will 

be great, and effe& ſmall, yer ſhall 
gendeayour to make this thing compre- 

lienfible, eſpecially for their ſakes, who 

In their nativities have had favourable 
Mrs ; and are thereby rendred Ad- 
Pirers of theſe rarer Effe&s , and 
archers of theſe occulter Secrers 2 for 
1 that many learned and curions Men 
Pave erred in the inquifition and de- 
ecion of this Body, ariſes from hence z 
hat ſome have- believed this know- 
Fdeefar ro exceed Man's capacity, and 

| F 2 onely 
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onely attainable by Anzels or Devil 
Others have chonghr , Thatit beine cal 
led , The Spirit of the World, no Ma 
ſhould feign co himſelf any but an Un 


verſal Body, becauſe an Univerſal Spit 
mult alſo have an Univerſal Body. At 
others have thought , Thar ic could nd 
be perceived, but by converſion of mo 
perfe&t Bodies into their firſt Sper 
and Spiric, by exa&t and induſtrious 
tiliation 2 nor minding nor confiderin 
That Nature admits of no regreſs » ant 


Thar Bodies , by how much they 2 


more perfeQ,by 4 much they are furtlt 
diſtant from their principles and 


corporeity. 
Some are of opiniov, Thar a Quint: 


ſence might be extraged from, Bodry. 


perſwadiog themſelves, Thar the mc 
ſubcile and volatile part 1s rhar Sp 
they ſeek; ſo erring from the ſcop: 
which they aim, as if they would: 
the Eaſt in che Welt : for they 
Bodies ſpiritual , where they ba 
make Spirics corporeal, But ſeeing 
Spirit is manifeſtly converred unt 
Terrene Body, and withont conrrad: 


on or doubr,generates all bodies;it! 
tinere 
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therefore be extracted by them, becauſe 
otherwiſe , they forſake the dire& tra&t 
of Nature : and ſeeing it 1s made a Ter- 
rene Body, it may be perfeRted by Fire, 


into ſomeching , which the Quintefſen- 


rials call their Heaven. But corporifi- 


| cation begins from the Earth : for the 
| firſt work of CMercnrylis to make Earth, 


Why then do they begin with making 


17 of Fire? which would proceed, as if a 


Man ſhould build a Houſe, and begin ar 


I" the Roof, 


Bur ſnch as would rednce Bodies to 
their firſt being, pretend ; and have 


| more ſpecions Reaſons, then thoſe that 


would reda& them to a Quinteflence , 
ſave chat they go in a crooked way that 


Oo 
leads them contrary to their meanings : 


. for,befides rhat Nature neyer goes back- 


wards , they minde nor that they ſhould 
follow the way of completion, and not 


f of deſtru&ion, or reverſion totheir ori- 


vines and nativity : for, beſides the im- 
poſiibilicy of chis courſe, theſe wayes 
are ſo long and difficult , thar an ordi- 
nary term of Life cannot reach. their 
end, Moreover , they can never attain 
the rrne and natural firſt Being this way, 

F 3 bur 


[70] | 
but onely a phantaſtical Body , far diffe. 


rentfrom that wherewith Nature effea«| 


her produRive operations ; Which i; 


ſolely , rhe legitimate Sperm of all Bo-| 
dies. And if we conſider now , That 


all Bodies are made by Terrification, 


we muſt needs grant, That there 1s ſome| 


prejacent ſubjze& moſt apt for the 
making of Earth, Bur Ifaid , Thar in 
che beginning Fire was the firſt Operator 


in the World, which elevates a ſpiritn- 


ous Vapour, thencocs , dries and in- 
Corporates it : for a Body cannor be 
made without coagulation , which ne- 
ceſlarily follows the drineſs of Fire: 
And in what other place 'can this im- 
maſfation , deficcation and coagulation 
be made, fave in the Earth, whence all 
Bodies proceed ? The prejacent matter 
then, muſt needs be rhere occluded ; for 
if it be not there, then all Bodies are 
made of nothing; which is reptignant to 
Natures conrſe,which would have every 
thing to have irs principle ; and out of 
og » nothing bur nothing co pro- 
ceed, | 


* This matter or principle then is bound} 


. to the Body of the Earth, where it is 
nouriſhed 


ic 
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nourifhed, Ry" and incorporated , 
and therefore, ſuch as would extra& the 
N- wrorry out of perfet, fimple, 
or imperfe& Metals, ſhould dobetrer 
to open the Marrix of the Mother, and 
take the Sperm out there, then to kill 
and defiroy her Infants or adult Off- 
ſpring , while they go about to reduce 
them to the ſtate wherein they were in 
time of conception, Bur if they ſhould 
open this Matrix , what would they 
there finde ? for nothing appears to 
fighr or ſenſe. And many believing this 
way moſt profitable,have beendecetyed, 
whilt they chought in the bellies of 
Mynes, to finde ſome ſeed of Gold ; 
which miſſing of, they deſpair of their 
purpoſe, becauſe they never mer 
with a middle diſpolition betwixr 
hardneſs and ſoftneſs in Metals, If 
therefore rhe eye can diſcern nothing 
here, how then is it poſlible for them 
ro ger any thing? This indeed 1s a work, 
the other a labour, Such Searchers 

ſurely believe nor , chart che firſt matter 

is ſo {nbrile and looſe a Spirit or Vapour, 
as that it cannot be reached, fave 


onely by intelle& and imagination, 


F 4 Hows 


72] | 
However , ſeeing ic is contained 1n the 
Body of this ereat Parenc, and dwells 
there, Reaſon eyinces, That ic kath 
ſomething of corporeity in it 2 and al- 


though TI have ſufficiently declared to | 


ſubtile intelle&s of what Nature it is, I 
ſhall further add, Thar the Pores of the 
Earth are full of this Vapour, which ac- 
quires a dry quality by its innate hear, 
accompanied with ſome ſecret moiſture, 
by which it 1s condenſed , and coagu- 
lared into a ſpecifical Body : .and as this 
moiſt Natute, now dried up , was firſt 
Water ; fo it muſt be reduced into Wa» 
ters again by Water , which is the ſole 
mean whereby to humeRate dry things, 
as fire is to {iccare moiſt things : which 


15 a work duely obſerved by Nature in - 


oenerating Metals : for Warer flowing 
throngh the Pores of the Earch, findes 
there a diffoluble ſubſtance, wherewich 
It unites Irs moſt ſimple pares : ro which 
union , all the Elements concur in due 

proportion, 2 
This ſubſtance then, by its own diflo- 
lation is ſo conjoyned, thar icof it ſelf 
condenſes throngh hardneſs, which is 
nature] to it, becauſe of its innate 
| ſiccity, 
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ficcity 5 and by ſucceſſive and long de- 
cogtion, acquires a merallical indura- 
tion. 

Bur now this ſubſtance being difſo- 
lable , of what other Nature can it 
participate, bur of Salt? for nothing is 
ſo diflolnble as Salt ; which by how 
much it is more burned , 1s by ſo much 
eaſier diflolyed, unleſs it be turned into 
Glaſs, 2 
The firſt matter then, 1s Salt, or Salt 
is the firſt Body whereby this matter 
becomes viſible or palpable: of which 
Salt Raymnnadus ſpeaks, when , in his 
Teftament , he ſaich , We have be'ore 
declared , Thar in the Centze of the 
Earth, there is acertain Virein-Earth, 
and true Element, and that that is 
| Natures work. Nature therefore 1s 
placed inthe Centre of every thing: ſo 
Salt is this Virgin-Earch which hbarh yer 
produced nothing, into which the Spirie 
of the World 1s converted by vitrifica- 
tion, that is, by extenuation of ics 
moiſture, This 1s that which grves che 
| form to all things, and without which, 
| nothing conld incur into the ſenſes, 

nothing is coagulared without Salt , 

nothl 


__ . 2 
nothing congealed, This 1s that thu 


gives hardneſs roGold, as alſo tothe 
Adamanr and all Stones both precions 
and vulgar, with a Secret virrifying 
Vertne, Yea, whar 1s more, we m4- 
nifeſtly ſee,that all Bodies, compounded 
of the four Elements , return into Salt: 
for if a Body putrefie, whar remains bur 
powder and aſhes covering moſt preci- 
ous Salr ? and if a Body be deſtroyed by 
combuſtion, calcination or incineration, 
what reſts in the laſt extraftion but 
Salt ? Glaſs-makers do give manifel 
reftimony hereto : whence Arnolans at 
villa nova, In his new Chymical Light 
ſpeaking of the permanent Water 0 
Philoſophers, which Warer 1s dry, and 
wets the Tangents hand no more then 


common Quickſilver , ſaith, Who ther 


can prepare this Water? Well,he may do 
It who can make Glaſs, 

' The fame Anthor , ſpeaking of the 
exce]lency of this dry Water, manifeſit 
it ſufficiently, when he ſaich in hi 
Chymica] Treatiſe, which he calls hu 
Philoſophical Breviary, That an Operato 


canno more do any thing without Salt 


then an Archer emit an Arrow without 


0 
tf acord or firing, And Fons Amantium 


e& faith the ſame: 


Sans ſel we peux metre en effe 
#:ilg choſe pour ton faift. 


=> £2. 's IO 


I can effeft nothing in your rare Art, 
i Znleſs with Salt I *gin to operate, 


All Bodies then are compoſed of Salr, 
and, as weſaid before, the Principles of 
| Compoſition and Reſolution are equal : 
which concurs with the Philoſophers 
infallible Rule, Thar the firft matcer 
of all things is one with the latt : where 
they alledge Ice and Snow for exainple, 
which are by heat reſolved into Water ; 
ont of which , they were by cold con- 
cealed. And if I ſhonld here uggeſt 
the Teſtimony of all approved Authors 
rothis Verity , my Treatiſe wonld end 
ina Volume : bur that I may demon- 
ſtrate, That this Salt is pure and rrue 
Earth, ( not ſuch as we cread upon, 
which I ſhall hereafter prove to be 
nothing bur the Dregs and Excrements 
| of the orher ) I muſt recur torhe ficlt 
Creation , which I ſhall A” 2 

| aml= 
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familiar example of an Operation made 
in imitation of Nature, and by the ſame 
Rule and Model by which this erex 
Univerſe was framed. 


I faid before, That Water or the humiil 


Nature, as Hermes calls it , upon which 
Moſes ſairh , That the Spirit of the Lori 
»:oved, Was the principle of all things, 
And herethe Queſtion will be, Hoy 
rhar great and confuſed heap of Warer; 
was fo divided, that this ample and eros 


Terreſtrial Maſs proceeded thence ; and} 


by what medium fo different things were 
procreated of the Earth ? 


I ſhall anſwer to theſe Queſtions} 


onely what experience hath taught me: 
It 1s therefore narurally probable , that 
in the middle of theſe Waters , by way 
of ſeparation , there was a certain col- 
I:&ion of ſediments or {erlings; wherein 
I follow the Text of CMoſes, who 
ſaich, That God ſeparated the water from 
the water + for there are two kindes 
of Waters, towir, elevative and con 
celative Waters : the former then 
elevating ir ſelf ina vapour, left rhe 
other fixed in the borom ; as rhoſe that 
coRA Sea or Fountain-Salt daily expe- 

Ws rience 


WH 
rience : though perhaps it be bs true, 


chat the one is made by rhe attraion 
of the Suns Rayes, the other by che 
expulficn of Fire. And here note, 
That Fice and Hear onely are indued 
with a ſeparative faculty , which chey 
excrt either by violent or natural 
motion, This ſeparation then was made 
by one -of theſe wayes : and to whar 
thin2 conld Moſes betrer compare this 
Fire (which cannot be otherwiſe defined 
then the oricine of Univerſal Light , of 
Animal heat and vital motion , which 
olves exilience toall things, and pre- 
ſerves them in their being ) then to the 
Spirit of rhe Lord? 

Ler us again conſider Natures Salt in 
its Chaos, diffuled, diflolved, and ſuf- 
focared in its Water ; under what form 
will ic then appear,or with what quality 
will it affe& our guſt, bur that of biccer 
Water? and this form and quality ic 
wou:d retain for eyer, if it Were nor 
ſeparated : but as ſoon as this elevative 
Water feels rhe ation of Fire, it begins 
ro flie from it by vaporation; and fo the 
colle&ion is gradually diminiſbed , ll 


enely a lictle heap of Salt be lefc inthe 
| BOW bortom 


all chis while, irs innare moiſture, by 


| [78 
bottom , which nt cocether as the 
Earth did 1n the firſt Chaos of che Uni 
verſe, 

And thus we ſee the firſt operation 
of Fire, which 1s the produRtion of 
Drineſs, that 1s, of Earth. Bur as this 
firit Earth remained till coagulated 
with its Excrements and Dregs vy Fire; 
ſo this Salr, which 1s true Earth, recains 
irs Excrements , though 1c ſeem pure, 
white, and full of light : for nothing 15 


bur it abjeas its Recrements of the 
formation and ſeparation ; whereof we 
ſhall elſewhere ſpeak. Now chis Salt 
or dry Earth, thus coagulated and ſerled 
in the Warer, drinks up all irs hnmidiry, 
and is by the concinnation of heats 
ation, ſpontaneouſly dried : preſerving 


which it is never delerted, and from 
which it hach ics difſolutive vertne, 
After the acceſſion of this moiſt and 
dry temperament, ir is apt for pro- 
daQtion , as the a&ion of Fire (hall im- 


pel it from potency to effet : and as 


the Body of this great Earch hath the 
ſpecifical and produQtive —_ : = 
ividu- 


oenerared, nonriſhed and augmented, | 


9 
dividuals ; fo 8. that ſame we call 
Salt : not that 1t can produce Herbs, 
Metals or Animals, as the other doth ; 
bur char it conſerves in 1cs brelt the 
original Seed of all things, as Experi- 
ence by rhe operations of Fire,manifeſts, 
hereby giving colours, ſapours, vegerati- 
ons, and induration to all rheſe kindes , 
and aiſo proper Fire which the Sun hath 
introduced into it, whereby it enlivens 
and nouriſhes all things : which I have 


| ſometimes obſerved in the proſecution 
of a Philoſophical operation,whilſt I ſaw 


in this matter , without other mixtion, 
all colours diſtinQly one after another 
in order, and according to the mrernals 
that the Maſters of this Art determine, 
as they ſhould be in the matrer and 
confe&ion of the Philoſophers Stone ; 
together with that ſudden fuſion which 
follows upon the attainment of the 
hicheſt redneſs, like that of wilde 
Poppy : bur it would nor produce thar 


admirable effeR in changingof Merals ; 


but ir exerted fach miraculous vertues, 
by cauſing univerſal and natnral (wears 
In Man's Body, that Fam afraid ro pub- 


liſh chem , left I be branded with the | 
_ ritle 


"I 

ticle of a Scharlatans MedzcaFter, thou 

C.FV. my Soveraizn good Prince, as af lie 
irreprehenſible Eye-Wirneſs, may ealif j; 
vindicare me from that 1njury : for wha he 
the fame of thoſe admirable cures cam E; 
ro his Ears , he was pleaſed, like a erg] ay 
cious Jupiter , to viſit the Habitationd eff 
his poor Philemon ; induced therero, || pr 
ſuppoſe, by the generoſity of his minde ir | 
and the relation of a good Man, whif 
was fo afflicted with divers Doloursy te; 
and extenuaced with rhe diuturnity of ha 
his grievous Diſeaſes , thar nothing bulmy 
hopes on Divine Providence, or the fofin, 
lace of his imminent Death, could moth 
in him reſentment, The true relationjþo 
I fay, of this Man, ſo much affeQed [Jab 
V. that he diligently cook the informajits 
tion ot many men, whom T had by chigan 
remedy reltored to ſanity : and if thyam 
coveronſneſs or envy of the Man wholwi 
undercook the cure of the reverendffor 
Cardinal, and my Lord's Brother P, Mha 
had nor prohibired che uſe of this Me « 
dicament ; I perſwade my ſelf,by God 

Grace and Benedi&ion, ic would hav \ 
conduced to the ſanity of many chat fila) 
lie lavgutſhing for want of cures. b 


1 
8. _ 
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If therefore chis wo have all the qua» 
{ lities of che Earthin it, who will deny 
i it co be Earth ; or ſay , That it may nor 
i be called che Univerſal Spirit made. into 
d Eatth , as Hermes deſcribes it ? Bur I 
aver, That this converſion cannot be 
| efe&ed , ſave by the Artifice of cafie 
| pratile > bur difficult perquificion: for 
ic is without falfity, an a& exceeding 
q Man's cogitarions , to render that mat= 
ter viſible co the eyes, and tavgible to 
hands , which ſomany learned and fa- 
Imous Wrirers in all ages have thonght 
inviſible and incomprehenſible; of which 
they have affirmed , Thar thoſe that la- 
bour in this profound Theory , may be 
Jable to diſcourſe well and plauſibly of 
lis excellency ; bur fhould never finde 
fand know it in effet, AndI profeſs, 
Jamoneſt all the cnrions men where= 
dwith I have converſed familiarly this 
forty yeers, from which time 1 have 
Hhad ſome knowledge of this matrer ; 
P an ſcarce finde fix that know onght 
f it, oe Ted. 

| When rhenT have ſufficiently declared 
Wow this Salt may be tarned inco Earth, 
hich is the operation of operations 5 
G It 


| 


[ 
1 " 
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it reſts that Iſhew, "bar after convey , 
fion, 1ts vertue remains entire, Hi 
before Tenter this Diſcourſe, 1ſhall,a |, 
1s requlate, relace with what vertuethſ þ 
Salc or Spirit 15 of 1c ſelf indued, that 


may ſerrch and firderhe fame in it whe , 


It 15 converted into Earth. | 
I fay therefore, for confirmation of of 3 


- purpoſe , Thar ir 15 withour doubr, al ; 


needs no proof, rhar the continual mi (þ 
tion of the Heavens, is for ſome en( þ 
for though Phyſically we may ſay , Thy to 
the end for which a thing 15 moved, | 
roacquice another place ; yet is mot co 
made for other cauſes : andthe i intentl jr. 
this motion , is not to go from placelſ a 
place onely ; bur ſoio more 4 25 tO Of thi 
rain the effe& of another End: for thi jnf 
aretwoEnds;the one is by Philoſophy of 
Ealled” the End for which a chins om 
mae z as the End of Plato's Gene _— 
ti6n, is for Plato's Sou] « and Beatin 3 
15 the End for which Plato Audies Vq 
re,” The other End is that to whi *h 
things | cend ': Thus the End whetthiy 
conpnRtren of Male or Female cendifor 
Geherarion ;; "bur the End for wilſon; 


Geſtion i is made ; Ig a Mmoran J*B 


* 
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4 nimal : Thus the 8 for which DT lats 
went Out of Greece into Egypt , WasSto 
| learn Wildom / but rhe End ro which 
# he rended, was Epypr: | 
T The End theretor2 of rhe Heavens 
4 motion , 1s not onely to acquire new. 

places , bur to influence upon ivferionr 

Bodies : for if any one ſhould imagine, 
| that theſe influences are of no uſe, or 
chat they are caſt into a place where no- 
thing can receive them, he 1s in an error 
If roo groſs to be refuted. ee 
4 This Celeſtial Infiux 1s perpetual and 
4 continual, 5ecauſe the motien by which 
Fit deſcends, 1s orbicular ; beginning in, 
Tand returning to it (elf, And this 1s 
JF the Reaſon why the things whereon It 
Firfluences, and which ic produces , are 
of the ſame Nature ard quality, as with- 
out ceafing ro receive the power and 
{multiplication of theſe Vercues which 
fail nor. 
And ſeeing this Influence is not ex- - 
Ftended above the Heavens , where no- 
thing is, it mult needs be carried roward 
Flome inferiour thing, that it may a& np- 
Jon: for nothing is paſſive but wharhath 
JiBody , and what other natural Body 
Wes: * G 2 Is 


[84 
is there 1n the 1 Earth? Tsnat 
this the Body of Bodies, and that ſole 
char cap ſubfiſt alone , having in it ſelf 
all the qualicies requifite to a Body, « 
Longicude , Laricude , Profundity ani | 
Superficies ? - Is nor it the Subject and 
Mark that Nature hath ſec, wherear to 
aim all her Darts? where can ſhe ber] ! 
rer accompliſh her works, then on the 
Earth ? 

- The Earth rherefore is onely that in 
feriour Body that receives Celeſtial In 
fluences , whole faculties and powers, 
penetrate, calefie, purge , ſeparate, i 
enliyen, augment, confer, and reſtore, 

We need not now diſpure, wherhe! i 
the Heavens and Celeſtial Bodies influ} | 
ence upon the Earth: for experience and 
ſenſe takes away this doubt. This there. 
fore being left as ſufficieatly known, we 
ſhall enely declare how they make thel Wh 
influences vertnous, [ ſaid before, Tha 
they tend direAly downwards, and not - 
upwards ; - and the Earch being thy 
Centre of this Spherical Body , chaff 
muſt needs fall upon her, and faſte 
their Points there ; for the Earch is tha 
Pointof the vaſt World, whete _ ie 
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lives of theſe EM concentricate; 
And ſeeing the Earth is a Body lo ſolid, 
that ir gives ſolidityro all others, it Is 
requifire rhat that which penetrates 1t 
1 be rery ſubtile, The Heavens therefore 
being of moſt ſubrile marrer, produce a= 
like effe&s : for the operations ordi- 
nerily follow the qualiries of che Body 
that operates, And this penetration 
would profic nothing, bur like a Torrent 
rubning over a Field, becaule of its ſwitc 
motion, ſcarce wer the ſurface, unleſs 1c 
be by ſomewhat ſtayed, Burt ſeeing It 
tends infallibly ro the Centre , and 
| there is ſtopped , becauſe there is no 
lower place whereto ir may deſcend ; 
|| there ir is compelled co ſubfift and col- 
le& ic ſelf; 

Hence ſome have ſaid, That the Cen- 
tre of the Earth is moſt precious , be-= 
canſe in it all the influences are uniced ; 
which meeting there , have an infinite 
porency-, not onely becauſe they conti- 
htally Aow chicther, bur becauſe they 
{4 proceed from Bodies infinite, incortup- 

tidle and indeficienc in vertue. 

The ancient Poets, who involved 


their Conceirs in Fables , divide the 
G3 Earth 


VIFear 


the Earth for Heritage, who is ye 
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. Earth into three parts ; aſſigning th h 


Heaven to Jzpiter as firſt-born of Satun Ti 


( though ſome attribute the primogen;| th 


rure 's rich to Neptuxe, and the eleQtial C 
of che ſuperiour Kingdom to Jupiter, fa or 
certain Sophiſtical Reaſons i imperrinent pl 
to my purpoſe :) Nyptune they make the or 
Lord of the Sea : and rhat by lot : Ti 
Pluto, as che youngeſt Son , rey aſh 


rhoughr the richeſt of the three Br 
thren » becauſe inhis Dominion all the 
Treaſures of the World are contair 
ed ; yea, he ſeems to make his thc 
Brothers Tributaries in thoſe thing 


they poſleſs as beſt, This Son they cal de 
The King of Hell, and to him they gin 0n 


the Elyſian Fields, as 2 celichrful plac 
hire the bleſſed Sonls ſhall follow hil Th 
Courr after des: 1. tor 

Divines 2lfo afferr, That Hell and thi the 
torture of. Souls is in this-place ; ad the 
duced by this Argumene : Thar ſeeing dej 
the Nature of the Sters is ery, andalſ the 
their influences corcnr,chere mult neeq. tha 
be incredible burnings there, Aga Mo 
Thar place is infernal ; becauie nonel] the 


more inferiour; Bur that Souls ſhould by Cor 
hen 


—_ 
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here cormented, and that the heat of 
this place ſhould be: fo yehement as 
they ſay, 15a Soizciſm in Reafon, anda 
Contradigion to Philoſophical Axt- 
ons : for beſides thar Souls pcaflefle no 
place, according io their ow? Conieft- 
ons, and rhat being deveſied of the 
earthy part, and ccrpureal prion , they 
would naturaily eleyare themielves, 
and aſcend by vertue of their ſpicitual 
levity, Which participates more Of a 
ery then any other quaitty;they car:yory 
but wich violence, be derained in this 
ſubterraneous place, ſceing they are 
lipht ; nor yer, beine ſimple , {uffer un- 
der the action of Fire, which cannor aX 
00 1ts like, 

Why therefore they ſhould affert, 
That they deſcend to this place io be 
tormenced, I (ce no reaſon , unleſs char 
the burchen of their fins, wherewith 
they are implicated, ſhouid cjerrude 2rd 
depreſs chem , comp-litug ard forcing 
them co the Centre of che Ecr.a , or elle 


that fin hath got them under ics Dmi- 
nion, and hath inccrporated ic ſelf 


therewich , by ſome noknown kind? of 


compoſition , and ſo make them pathvie 
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and ſubje&,not to rhe fimple and natun 
a&ion of Fire, but to ſome other vi 
lent created one , deſtined by Godt 
char effe& : and perhaps the vertued 
the Fire we ſpeak of, is by divine Pow 
doubled for this a&ion ; which may 
proved by Holy Wrir, 

But 1 will not raſhly cheriſh any px 
ticular Opinion, or ſeparate my ſelf fror 
the Orthodox Faith 3; in the defenc 
whereof, T will not oneiy ſpend n 
Life, but Induſtry, by God's afliſtance 
yet I ſay in my Tranhenrt , (that Im: 
further recede from my intended Di 
courſe) Thar rhey conclude ftrangely 
char ſay, Vehement burnings ariſe in thi 
place,becauſe the influences of the Star 
concur there : wherennto I wonld ye 
yield, if they can evince, Thar the he: 
of rhe Stars burns and conſumes like on 
Culinary Fire, and doth not enlive 
conſerve and nouriſh: for if ir were {nc 
as they imagine , not onely che Ear 
bur the whole Univerſe had been lon 
ſince burnt ro aſhes, Thoſe inflnenc 
indeed in old Demogorgon 's bowel 
calefie ; hnr not witha mortal and 0 
ſtruQive, bnc with a vital heat , "Y 


; [89], 
there implants an uniform Vertue ; 
which by mediation of hear, dilates it 
ſelf through the whole Body of the 
Earth, being the firſt moving cauſe of 


Generations. 


Bur we muſt nor here conceive, That 
it i5 onely rhe external heat thar comes 
from the Sunn, which calefies the Earth, 
and cauſes Generition : for in Winter- 
rime , when rhe Sun 15 furtheſt diftanr , 
the Earth hath abundance of hear in ir, 
as experience ſheyys, in Fountains , Ci- 
ſterns , and profound Cells : ſo that in 
the coldeſt Winter-Seafon , Merals are 
coed and indurated ; yea, it 1s credis 
ble, that theyare then moſt of all in- 
?rofled, becauſe the hear of the Centre 
is kepr in and retained , becauſe of rhe 
frigidiry of the ambient Air. The Suns 
approach, and more perpendicular 
Aſpe&, is nor the ſole canſe-of vege- 
tation in rhe Spring ; for if ſo, then 
doubrleſs, as irs Aſcent were more ſub» 
lime, Vegetations wonld angmenrt more 
proportionably to the encreaſe of the 
heatof rhe Rayes : bur the contrary 1s - 
obſerved. Bur becauſe every like at- 
trats irs like ; and the receſs of the 

one, 


Þ: 

one, cauſes the receſs of the other ; The 
Sun by the magnerical Vertne of its 
Rayes, attracts and reyokes the heat of 
the Central Sun, detruded by the rigid 
cold of the ambient into the 1nteriour 
parts of the Earth; which rerurning to 
the ſurface thereof, affeR: all things 
with a vegetative faculty, 

It is not therefore the external heat 
cf the Celeſtial Syn , bur rather the in- 
nate hear of the Central Sun, thar ca- 
lefies the profundity of the Earth : for 
heat 15 twofold; che one as by rever- 
berarion, which 1s external ; the other 
by influx and penetration, which is 1n- 
ternal , whereof I now ſpeak ; -whoſe 
Nature 1s to enliven, au2ment; and con- 
ſerre by the ſuſtentation of radical mot- 


ſture contained in this Fire, which 1 


made mention of in the precedent 

Chaprer. - > 
Bur that now we may prove. his 

Central Fire not to be fo inreviſe;, as to 


tormentand burn, let us conſider how. 


the Stars do nor by their influences 
cauſe hear ſolely, but work other ef- 
feas: fer Szturs is cold and dry . Ju- 
piter hot and moiſt , the Su hot br 
44nd =— 
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ary » e Mars hot NT ary . Venus cold 
and moiſt , the <IMoon moiſt and cold, 
and CMercnry all 3n all, parcicipating of 
all qualities alike, 

Whence we may gather, Thar all the 
inflgences are remperate , equally con- 
fiting of hear, cold, moiſture and ficct- 
ty; which chus meeting in moderation, 
cannot makethe place where they meet, 
immoderate, The Vapour then or Spt- 
rit that comes from the Centre , part!- 
cipates of thele four :, and hence all the 
qualities of fimples have their ori- 
gine; whereof ſome calefic, becauſe in 
them heat 1s predominant ; others dry, 
becauſe ficcity ſnperabounds ; others 
” moiſten or refrigerate, according to the 
deoree of their moiture or coid * bur 
on the other fid2., Stars projet many 
other qualities beſides theſe, into the 
Centre : for they cive Beings to thole 
ſapours, colours, and odours, which we 
taſte, ſee, and feel in ſnblunary chings, 
I fay therefore, ' That the Stars calcfie 
the Ceatre of the Earth., and that che 
Univerſal Spirit dwelling chere . partte 
cipates of this heat ; and vecauſe it 1s 
natural ro hear to ſeparate, that {epara- 
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tive vertue which divides the put 
from Ve impure , the ſubtile from the 
oroſs, and the light from the heavy, ani 
the iwect from the birter, deſcend 
with theſe 1nflnences : which pureatir 
ſeparation, is the cauſe why all thing 
nacurally reje& their Excrements , '4 
not being of their ſubſtantial parts; 
which is indeed very requilite, ſeeing 
there is nothing in the World , bur its 
Excrements, exceed its natural ſub 


Nance : nay, all that we ſee and touchy] 


is onely the excremenral part of thingy, 
that obumbrares their occult ſubſtance; 
as We may obſerve in our Aliments, 
whoſe greater Maſs turns not into out 
ſubſtance, but goes away by the paſlages 
deſtined for ſuch egreſs ; Nature onely 
exttaQing the inyifible and ſpiritual 
ſacce out of them, which is apr tobe 
converted inro ourfleſh and ſnbltance, 
We may likewiſe affirm, That this 
Maſ: of Earch we tread upon, is norhing 
bnrt the Excrement of 'that firſt ſubs 


ſtance, which was uniced 1Þ the Chaos 


Now encompaſſing the Centre , and (0 


incloding it in a Spherical , Equilibris! | 
proportion, that it cannot move or fall; 


for 


[93] 


for ſeeing it is in the lowelt of places, 
it can tend no wayes further, unleſs ic 
ſhould aſcend; which 1s repugnant ro its 
Nature, Bur in the mean while, I do 
not ſay , Thar the Body of the Earth is 
nothing bur an Excrement : for though 
it appear wholly excrementitions, yer 
there lies under its Excrements , a pure 
ſubſtance ;3 which being wholly ſpiri- 


| mal, conid nor become ſenſible with- 
| out the adminiſtration of ſome Body ; 


as we ſee in all things produced : their 
Seed and firft Matter is inviible ; bnr 
as they are carried in a corporal Maſs, 
and excrementitions ſubſtance , we can 
ſee them ; and no Body can be wade 
wichour Excrements 2 for which caule, 
this ſubſtance is ſeparated from theBody 
of Earth inGenerations,by the influence 
of Celeftial heat ; retaining nothing of 
the ſaid Earch , but as much as may be 
for a ſultencacle for it ; which from the 
beginning had no other uſe, but ro ſerve 
for a Recepracle and Shop or- rather 
a Veſſe], wherein this ſpiricual Matter 
might effec its operations ; as we ſhall 
largely and plainly demonſirate in; the 
kquel Chapter, where Iſhall GEE 
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Separation more laroely, 


Bur Separation were to little purpoſe, 
if the things ſeparated ſhould remain 
without ation ; Natrnres ſcope in Se. 
paration, 1s to enliven and abandon 
Death, which comes from no other 
cauſe bur ſuperabundance of Excrement; 
ſuffocatiing the pure ſubſtance ; bur here 
I mean natural, not violenr Dearch : but 
if che Seeds of things ſhould alwayes 
ie buried in this excrementitious Earth, 


nothing would be produced or receive 


Life : but che Celeſtial Vertne by its vi- 
ral influence extracts them ; and theſe 
being full of Vertue, dilate and promote 
themſelves into all and each ſeveral ſpe- 
cies, as their Narure and Compoſition 
require, | 

Life then proceeds from Purification, 
which the Stars effe& by their ivflu- 
ences, with which the augmenrarive 
and reftorative faculties deſcend : for 
the Stars being in continual motion, 
rhey are continnally occupied with 
a&ion, and conſequently with vivif- 
cation, giving Life to Life , which can 
not be without Conſervation and Re 
ſauration : Conferyation they give 
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by ſuſtaining Lite indeficiently ; Re- 
ſtauration , by reſtoring what the Ge- 
reracions of indivianals conſume and 
ſpend, And this we may ſee manifeſtly 
in the fir{t Matter incorporated ; for 
being impregnated by Celeſtial Influ- 
ences, it 35 of ic ſelf nouriſhed , multi- 
plied and avgmemed continually. 

Ard hence 1t 1s called a Dracon or 
Serpent thar preys upon ir ſelf, always 
regermirating ; which , where-eyer it 


| be, ittakesſuch root, rhar the place 


ſhall never be quite deſtitute of tt, 
thongh it be waſhed or burned; which is 
acertain roken by which ch1s firſt Marrer 
may be known, . 

Theſe rhen are the principal Veriues 
which rhe Spirit of the World hath, 
and will alwayes receive from rhe Ce- 
leftial Iofluences , which produce great 
and admirable eff:&s in all rhe Mem- 
bers of the: Univerſe. 

Bur here ſome may enquire, How rhat 
the firtmarter receiving ſuch pure and 
potent Infinences fram Heaven ,. comes 
to be:canſpurcared:with-ſo many. vitious 
qualiztes-5./and bow'- i rerams- them 
when :ie:hath received them, ſecing-1r 

h 1s 


[96] 


1s alwayes buſted in the aR&ions of viyi- 


fication, augmentation, conſervation, 
and reſtauration : for if it ſeparate nor, 
ic Will die ; and if itaugment, Cone 
ſerve, and reſtore nor, ic will diminiſh, 
periſh, and debilicace ; which ir never 
does. 

Whereunto I anſwer, That the Stars 
have a rwofold influence ; one natural, 
the orher accidental : the natural was 
communicated to them in their firſt 
Creation; and it 1s thar Government of 
rhe Univerſe , which Hermes ſpeaks of, 
whereby they keep it in its Being, by 
defending and preſervine it by their in- 
fAnences, from deſfirucion and annihi- 


lation ; wherewith rhe Spirit of the 


Univerſe is continually enriched : which 
applies them to, and manifeſts them in 
all things whereto it gives encreaſe and 
ſubſtance : bnr the accidental Influ- 
ence of the Stars, Is' that which falls 
our precernaturally , by reaſon of thei! 
different Sitnations and AſpeAs : and 
this is alwayes ſabje& ro mutation, and 
never remains equal : and this hath only 
power upon the effe&s of Matter , not 
upon the Matcer it felf 3 for whatevef 
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influence happen , chovgh never ſo mia» 
lien, the Centre of the Earth intermits 
not its ations , but abſolves them as 
before, and produces Animals, Vegeta= 
bles, and Minerals, as well as ever; and 
if morcificartons ſometimes fall out from 
the malieniry of ſome Aſpe&, rhey 
onely rouch the ſurface or excrementt 
tions maſs of Bodies, and not the interi- 
our ſubltance : and ſuch an accident 1s 
often cbanged ; ſo that the influence 
ſomerimes operates one rhing, jome- 
times the quite contrary : which the 
natural and principal influx never does, 
Whence we may conclude, Thar the firſt 
Matter, as it is ſimple of ir lelf, receives 
nothing bur thoſe Celeſiial Verrnes , 
which it alſo retains and keeps in its 
Terrification, 

Bur we muſt now declare, how ir re- 
tains them, that we may make good that 
laying of Hermes , Thar its Vertue re- 


| mains entire when It 15 converted into 


Earch , becauſe all the Celeſtial Vers 
wes deſcend and meet. in the Centre of 
the Earth » - which in their courſe , aim 
arnothing , bur rhe information of the 


Matter , which is as it were the Recep- 


H racle 


* | 3 
.eacle of the ſupream Idea's, 

The ſame Marter being full of Fornj| 
is diverſified not indeed aQually, by 
potentially, into innumerable ſpe 
fications 2 and fo it 1s not properly; 
Body, bur as it were a Body or Con 
panion of a Body , whereunto it hai 
an Appetite, and by information mow 
co thar end : and this motion 1t ha 
from the aRion of Celeſtial Fire, whid 
T before called, The firſt Mover i 
the Chaos ; which the old Poets, 0 
pheus and Heſiod,, defcribe under the 
Name of Love: And Ry»ſardus, ot 
French Homer or Pindar , thus & 
linearces : 


Le ſuis amout le grand maiſfire des dicux, 
Le ſuis (eluy, qui fait menvoir les Cieux. 
Le ſuis Celuy quigoverne le monde ; 
ui le premier hors de la maſſe eclgs, 
Donnay lumicre & feudy lc Cahos, 

Dont fut baſty cette machine onde. 


If any Rulftich know not who Iams 
4 Love 3s my name 
To whom themſctucs, both Jove and all his tian, 
| Subjects proclaim. 
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i am the hand that moves the heavens,and th* reins 
That Stars dirett ;, 
All that the Earth and Wniverſe contains, 
My nod expect. 
rken all a Chaos was, I (pread my ayes 
Of lieht about, 
And then divided that which in few dayes 
The 11'oild brought ont. 


Seeing then this Matter by its proper 
Nature and Appetite, tends to incorpo- 
ration, who can rationally ſay , Thar 
whilt ic aſſumes a Body, it is deprived 
or {werves from Nature , thar by its 
own vertve cauſes corporation ? and 
ſeeing when it takes a Body , it is firſt 
tarned into Earth;who can deny but chis 
Earth is indued with the ſame vertue ? 
for though through commixtionand con- 
| curſe, it parcake of ſome elementary im- 
purities, yer in ics Centre it Is alwayes 
pure : ſo thar after ics purification, Fire 
(which is otherwiſe the moſt aCtive and 
potent Element ) hath no power to de- 
roy ir , becauſe it exceeds this Fire 1n 

pereAtion and ſubrilry, And hence it io 
4 y penerrates Bodies, enlivening 
| 'tem, and augmenting their vercues, by 
teoring and preſerving whas is narnral 

2 


in 
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in them, co wit, their radical moiſture, 
which by its fiery ſubrily, ir purges and 
ſeparates trom its Excrements chart ſuffe- 
cateit. And that I may in a word ab- 
ſolve all, rhis that moſt excellent Medi. 
cine, which S:racides ſaith 1s exrracted 
out of the Earth, and which no wiſe Man 
will deſpiſe, Ir is mcreover that preci- 
ons Salt,wherero the Door of DoRor 
compared his Apoſtles, as to a moſt ex 
quiſite Treaſure, produced by the Hee 
vens :for he might as well have ſaid, You 
are Adamants, Rubies, Pearls, Gold or 
Silver of the Earth 3 Þur that he kney, 
Thar all theſe things, though admirable, 
contained nothing in them comparable 
- £o this ceneral Salt, whereunto all the 
reſt owe the homage of their perfeRions, 
This Medicine operates like Fire,in cor 
ſuming the impure, which, as hererogs 
neous, ir diſgregates from the homoge| 
neous parts of the pyre ſnbfiance : and 
ſeeing the Heaven generatedthis Virgi 
in the bowels of che Earth, why ſhoull 
ſhe not retain her Parents vertnes; and 
like an Infant chac'narnrally participate 
of both Paternal and: Maternal Seeds 
hold both Paternal' and MarefnatHe| - 
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" mour ? for which canſe the Ancients cal- 


led chis progeny Androgynos, which is a 
name common to both Sexes ; the Poers, 
an Hermaphroditeg as being properly nei- 
ther Male nor Female, but both: and no 
leſs properly , may this Virgin be called 
{iranogea, or Heaven made into Earth : 
for being Earth , ſhe hath the Celeſtial 
Vercues tied and annexed to her indi({- 
ſolubly, whoſe admirable faculries ſhe 
manife(ts in her operations , Whereof I 
have given ſufficient declaration in the 
precedent Chaprers, toall ſuch as armed 
wich any noble ſpark of ingenuity, will 
endeayor tO adventure to break through 
the thick woods of darkneſs and igno- 
rance, or to ſuch a< 7rg;/ faith, ro whom 
Heayen has granted acceſs or ingreſs into 
the obſcure Chaos of the Earth. 


_ Of the Separation of F ire {70m 
Waier,ſubtile f rom thick 5 and 
with what induſtry it ſhould 

Le effefied. 


Naa » the moſt ſagacions Agent, 
N ſhews us by her proper operations, 
thar in all things we mult firſt conſider 
rhe end for which we undertake any 
matter, and then finde out means to at- 
rain che end. A prudent Searcher of 
Natures ſecrets then ſhould have perfe& 
knowledge of the principles, progreſs, 
and qualities of matter , both internal 
and external, leſt in his ſearch he con- 
found his end with his means : and 
forſaking the high-way which Nature 
hath trodden from the Foundation of 
the World, cnrn into. by-paths, and 
phanta(lical unknown and unfrequented 
rracts, : 
Hermes knew the right way well rs 
; c 


abi 1 ws 
Þ he was indued with the perfe&t know- 
| ledge of the Worlds confticntion ; who, 
| defirous by Arr to follow rhe footſteps 
"| of Nature, prndently imagined , Thar 
the Earth was the principle of all chings, 


and the firlt Creatnte that was by Sepa- 
carion created in the belly of the Chaos . 


' and thence he made ſuch ingreſs into 


the Treaſury of Natures Secrers by the 
Terrification of this firſt Matter, which 
] ſaid before was nonriſhed in the Mz- 
trix of che Earth, Bur as it 1s not e- 
noneh for a Builder to have Materials 
wherewirhal ro ere& an Edifice , unleſs 
he know the manner of performing and 
ficing his Materials to the work : fo 
Hermes Was not content to finde out 
convenient matter , but made diligenc 
ſearch for the manner whereby he might 
proſecute his work 1n imication of the 
chief Operator in the Creation of the 
Univerſe, and ſo form a little World, 
wherein all rhe vertues of rhe greater 
World were included. Conſidering 
therefore, Thar the rhing he purpoſed 


ro make, muſt be moſt, and that he'muſt 


begin wirh groſs and inferiour things to 


obtain this perfeQtion ; he firkt begun 
H 4 | £0 


[104 
c divide the contrary Natures,by ſepy 
ration of the ſuperfluous and uſelek 


parts , to avoid the ruine of his work} 


where, according to the Adage, it my 
be rrnely ſaid , He took. the Bird by it 
Feet : and fo going through the cight 
Gate, entred into the Cloſerof Natures 
Secret, Without curning : for Separarion 
15 the beginning of all chings ,. and the 
firſt operation 'of the Univerſal Body 
ſegregating the confuſed Members : by 


the diviſion of the confuſed Maſs of 
Chaos, the crder and form of Elements] 


firſt appeared, and took their places : for 
without Separation, Day and Nighr,Sun 


and Moon, Winter and Summer, had] 


yet been one ; Merzis and Minerals, 
rhough never ſo different , would haye 
been contained in one Body ; and all 
Vegetables would have been bur one 
Seed. 

It was therefore necellane That Nz 
cure, forthe attainment of that Order 
and Diftintion, wherewith we {eethe 
Univerſe condecorated , ſhould begin 


with Separation, Bur chat we may de- 


ſcend to particulars, ler ns ſee how this 
Jagacicus Agent begins all her opera- 
rions 


[105] 


tions: bur for Separation, Generatian 


would neither have beginning nor end: 


by ſeparation , Aliments augment and 


conſerve every Body, And if I ſhould 
deduce the proof of this Argument 
thorow every ſpecies, I ſhould without 
doubt confound my ſelf in the intricacy 
of this Chaos , and never finde exiture, 
for the infinity of examples:I will there- 
fore lay down this for a Fonndation, 
That Natmre begins all her Attions fron 
Separation, Bur becanſe the know- 
ledge of this 15 nor ſufficient , unleſs 
withal we know what things ſhe ſepa- 


nates, and whence this ſeparative faculty 


proceeds, we mu't dilculs rhis mat- 
ter more exactly, that our diſcourſe 
may proceed regularly : and before I 
meddle with any diſpoſition, I think ir 
beſt to propoſe tome definition of Sepa- 
ration , and declare of how many 
kindes this Separation 1s, 

Separation thea in ceneral, 1s nothing 


| bucthe diviGon and aiſtinRion of things 


difimilar from one another ; asof rhe 


| Heaven from che Earth, Sur from Moon, 


and the like ; as alſo of the pure from 


the impure, hear from cold , dry from 
| moiliy 


[106] 


moiſt, and the contrary, And from thi 


Definition , we may draw two ſorts 
SEParation ; 


The one of things differing oneh| 


fimply, and not of contraries, 
of the parts of the World which wen 
ſeparared ar firſt from the Chaos ; « 
chat we may deſcend ro particulars, x 
of the Wood from the Bark; of Leave 
from Fruits, and Roots from Bonghs 
and this ſpecies of Separation may he 
called ſimply a Diſttin&ion : for thel 
' parts are not really divided or ſeparated 
from each other, whether we have re 
ſpe& ro the principal or to the parti 
cular m:mbers of the World : for 
chongh Heaven and Earth ſeem to be 
ſeparaced from each other 1nlitvation, 
| by reaſon of ſuperiority and inferiority; 
yer they are nor divided one from ano 
rher, ſeeing there is a perpetual com 
nexion and affinity betwixt them : # 
appears by many places of this Book 
Whence alſo Homer, no leſs Philoſoph& 
then Poet, ſaid, That the Earch wil 
bound to Heaven by a golden Chain, 
Ber that I may keep tro my former er 
ample, Leaves and Fruits , Wood and 


Bark | 
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tack, Boughs and Roots , are not ſepa- 
rated and divided as contraries ; bur 
onely diſtingniſhed by rheir proper 
places and garniſhmeurs , whilſt they 
have a certain affinity and mutual tie ; 
yet 0, that the one does nor occupy rhe 
others place, bur thar they agree toge- 
ther, and ſupport each other. 

The ſecond ſpecies of Separation, is 
the Solution or DiſtraQion of chings 
orally differing, contrary,or ſuperWnons, 
which have no natnral connexion with 
the ſnbftance of things; as pure and im- 
pure, hor and cold , groſs and ſubcile, 
ahd the like : nor that I would affirm, 
That theſe rhings cannot ſtand coge- 
ther 3 bur, Thar their unzon and mixti- 
01, becauſe of their diverlity, cauſes 
Defirudtion » Or ar leaſt hinders the 
aftion of the natural Vertne of the pure 


ſabſance, And this kinde of Separa- 


tion may be properly called deciſion or 
diviſion , which Nature uſes in all her 
produ&ions, that ſhe may ſer the proper 
WRons and vertues of every thing at 
liderry, | | 
The firſt ſpecies is onely the diſtinti- 
oof parrs rruely diffimilar un — 
| and: 


{108] | 
2nd figure, but homogeneons in verty 
and ſnbſtance 2: forit 1s certain, Thy 
che Wood, Bark, andall the parts ef ; 
Tree, participate of one innate Verty; 
whi-h 1s particularly proper to the Tre: 
cenerally common to all its parts : by 
as to {ubalternate parts, there may 
ſome diffzrence; for ſome may recein| 
more or leſs of che ſubſtance or vertue] 
but none contrary : for one andrhe ſan * 
effect produces nor things diametricaly | 
oppolite, out of the ſame matter : al 
lutary Plant emits no poyſonous fact} | 
ry - yet that may be faſntary to on 
Body, that's mortal ro another, Thu 
Hellebore nonrifhes Quails , bur kil- 
Men. But one Plant cannot exetcil 
contrary Powers upon one and the ſan 
ſubje& : for Hellebore cannot bot 
nouriſh and Kill Quails, nor bail 
Iintoxicate and nouriſh Man: They 

per verive of the Plant then, is int 
whole Plant; and any part of the Plat 
may be diſſimilar to another in ſfituati 
and figure , bur not contrary 1n vet 
and ſubſtance : for the Leaves and Frul 
have of the ſame ſubſtance and vertit 
chongh one more then another,” 
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me] [109] 
Thx] Here ſome may obje&t, Thar Braſſica 
of j| produces different effeAs : for accord- 
1] 10g to the vulgar opinion, irs decoRtion 
re] looſes the belly , bur irs pulpe bindes 
bu] the ſame. 

jk Whereto Ianiwer , If it be proper 
et] for the ſubſtance of this Plan to looſe, 
wy it's impoſſible rhar it ſhould allo binde 
20 for ro ipeak plainly , the pulpe that re- 
al} mains afrer decoftion, 1s not of the 
16 ſubſtance of rhe Plant, as it appears b 

1 the concoction of the ſtomack , whic 
ond receives the ſubſtance of Braffica for 
Aliment , bur rejeRts its pulpe, as an 
ilf-Excrement that hath no nutritive fa- 
i culty in it ; which faculty is wholly in 
4 the ſnbſiance, and in each parrt of the 
tl ſubſtance : for the ſnbſtance hath this 
if- propriety , Thar ir admits of no con- 
j trary, bur onely of more or leſs ; which 
Iv we mult alſo underſtand of irs actions 
8 and power, and nor of its eflence ; of 
0 


which we have an example : in man, no 
one part is more the part of a Man then 
0 another, though it may be: greater, or 
${ More potent in vertue and action : rhe 
ame may be ſeen in fimples or Plants ; 
wherein ſome- parts 'are-more or _— 
24.2 OC 


[110] 
hot or cold , moiſt or dry, as their] 
lonrs and ſapours manifelt ; yet 
rhey not contraries ; for one part of 1 
Planr - canner kill throngh cold , an 
another of the ſame, kill chrough hea; 
bur Experience ſhews us chns much, 
Thar the ſummirtes of Boughs, and tha 
Flowers are more tubtile in their 0. 
perations, then the trunks and infeti 
our parts of the ſame , becauſe tr is pro- 
per in every ſubſtance, for che more ſub- 
tile and pure parts to aſcend, and the 
impureto ſettle and abide next the Er- 
crements : Which Nature obſerves for 
two Reaſons : firſt, That ſhe may adorn 
the Planc ; and by the variery of its 
digeſtion , make it grateful to look to, 
Secondly , Thar ſhe may adminiſter to 
Man or other Animals, what 1s need- 
ful for the conſeryation of his eflence, 
in a greater or leſs degree z herein te- 
ſembling a careful and provident Mo- 
ther, who prepatesall chings neceflary 
and conyeniept,, each thing in its de- 
greeg as induſtry or poſſibility can rendet 
Ic : for ſhe never exceeds ſumple per- 
feHion ; and Flowers and Seeds are 


the molt perfe8t parc in Hexbs » which 
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[11x] 
ſhe hath elaborated : which Art begin- 
ning where Nature lefr , may bring ro 
2 higher perfeRion, by the lathe way 
that Natuge kept, to wit , by Separa- 
cion ; as we ſhall hereafter further ex- 
lain, 

: Nature therefore by this firſt kinde of 
Separation , does nothing bur diſtin- 

ſh things, for the ornament of their 
ſubjeR, and uſe of Man, other Animals, 
or ſome part of the World , amongſt 
which ſhe hath ſown and implanted 
mucual Love , and Reciprocal Afhnity ; 
ſo char all things do naturally , and our 
of a kinde of ſympathy, rend to one 
anothers ſuccour and ſervice, 

But the ſecond kinde of Separation 
s different'; for by ir, Nature , or Arc, 
In imitation of Nature , divides and ſc- 
Sregates Contraries ; thar is, ablirats 
from che ſubſtance, whar is pot of its 
efſence , buc rather averſe to ir; dwel- 
ling with it, though ir be nor of ic ; as 
pare with an impure chine, fibtile with 
roſs , ſubttance wich ics Excrements. 
And-chis ſecond kinde of Sepazation 1s 
uedes the former,for two Reaſons alſo: 
Wes y Thy, $ho anne ſbſipmoras ave? 

TIT eIve 


[112] 


ſerved from corruption and death : th 


other is,that it may more freely exercik 
its vectues and ations,as betng free fron 
Its croſs dregs:for when that which is im 
pure, poſſefles and contains chat whichis 
ſubltantially pure, 1c neyer Ceales to op- 
preis it, ti1}-it hath quice vanquiſhed and 


ſ\uffocared ir , and by that means mad} 


way for mortal corruption; which neve 


approaches near ſimple and pure things| 


bur haunts all fowl and impure ones, 


[ 


Now every ſnbſtance is of 1t ſelf limp] i 
and pure , and by conſequence not ſub|1 
Jje& to cotritption and death ; as we myſt 
obſerve in all ſuperiour things,which are 1 
free from Excrements , but inferioutj 
Bodies are otherwiſe; for they lie in the 


midſt of che impure Excrements of this 
World, which naturally defiroy and 
mortifie rheir Gueſts , whereas purity 
enlivens and conſerves: corruptions and 
mortifications ſurronnd men, becauſe 
rhe mulcitude of Dregs and Excrements 
they are infeſted with, which make 
chem live a ſhort and miſerable life , 4 
loaden with Arumnies and Diſeaſes; 
fo thar they are here derained as a guilt 
MilefaQor in an obſcure.filthy Prifery 


\ 


1 


a wD<_sc 


who | 


1 .,,} | 

hel who being dubious berwixt death and- 
ie] hope of Life, lies there obduced wich 
n| moldineſs, infeſted wich vermine , and 
m-| nouriſhed wich immund and corrupt 
8 meats: for all Aliments are impure, and 
v-| carry With them an Executioneryto wit, 
nd] hidden poyſon : whence we ar length, 
&| take our own dearth 1n our own hands , 
ee] avd ſporicancouſly kill our ſelves, ſeeing 
o| our Aliments have fo little of enlivening 
ex} and nouriſhing vercue in them, and chart 
pl ſo cloſely enveloped with Excrements , 
b-[thar che digeſtion of che Rtomack, 
ay] thongh ſtrong , can ſcarce attraR at : 
are] pow we eating ſuch mears, do ingeſt 
ut] poyſon wich the good ſubſtance 3 which 
theſ entring our Bodies ,' ceaſes not to be 
his] wemenred and accumulated ; till it ob= 
nd] ſcure and extinguiſh the viral Light , or, 
iy] rather Natures legitimate Action, which: 
2nd] is Vivification, unleſs ſome Medicine 
| or Separation retardor ſuſpend it, 

nz] Corruption then is induced by Ex-. 
ake] ctements;apd ir may happen two ways? 
either from the Parents Seed, who 
eg3|beins nor well, and by conſequence 
ilf{corrupt, produce corrupt Seed z dege- 
ri terating more from Generation to Ge» 
yho | © I ne- 


HR 
heration: bur this.15 lo far ſtbjeR to Mex 
didiga! Corruprion,as that by help there 
df, the courſe of its aRtvity towards 


Morufication ma 
tarded. b TEC IS | 8 | 
_ [This Corryprion may.not improperly 
be caljed that Malevolent Satan , - who 
ooes about contirmally ſeeking whom he 
may deyour :: for which cauſe, this wats 


y be ſtayed or 


> 


dets about the Terreſtrial Globe or the] 


Exzcremenrs of. the World , which har 
their principal ſear on the Earth, which 
alſo: erufare their Corruption upon «- 
ther Elements: «and thus Men livinge 
them and in-themy are corrupted in 
them end by them; and ſo they produce 
corrupt Seed, which time render 


mhbre; 4nd pore 'corrupr 2 for onr ac] | 


being | mote; vitious and diflolme 
then thar: of onr Anceſtors, hath rev- 
dered: us worſe then they ; and the 
next its probable wiil be worſe thet 
ns,.and che nexrimore difſoluce (1]]. 


: 'Fbefecond zife of Corruption is fron] vel 
the:concinual uſe of too rooexcrementh| No! 


TY © had os 
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tzous:Aliments,by. which eur Bodies ar| 


depraved; ſoxbanthis infeRtion will pi] 94d. 


from che Parentts the Sony -.a5 we ſee 


- 


x 4 


£. 
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e| merged in dregs and filrh, thay have 
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[115 
in the Leprofie and other- heredicary 
Diſeaſes. Now theſe Aliments deduce 
their Coxruption from the place where 
they are generated : for after the Als 
migatyCreator had diſpoſedthe confus'd 
Chaos, he ſo ordered, that the ſuperiour 
Bodies:ſhould remain pure and ſubrile, 
bur che inferiour groſs and impure, be 


| cauſe it 15 the Nature of pure ſubltapces 
to aſcend xo rhe place of their origine, 


bat of Excrements to deſcend to the 
And hence ic is , That rhat which is 
pure in Animals and Vegerables, Is 
elevared and aſcends higheſt, and makes 
them aſcepd & increaſe with ir, till ir be 
freed from .the Excrementitious Maſs , 
which ſubjects it co.mortal Corruption, 
and thar. it may atrain the place that is 
remoreſt from Excrements, and. live 
withour alteration or ſport ; for the ſame 
cauſe. alſo. more ſpiritual and ſnbcile 
Creatures inhabir in higher places ,. 4$ 
heing purer, and finding their Aliments 
ore convenient, and like rheir nacural 
bltance 3. but ſuchas are coporal , in- 
babic lower. places, where they are 


thei? 
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their place in lower parts ; whence they 
ate cortnpted by that of which they 
live , which is mixed with mundane 
Dregs: for whatever theEarth and orher 


Elements ( which are the Recepracles. 


of impuricies) can produce , is cortupt 
and maculated; and therefcre induces 
corruption and defilement upon all 
Bodies that uſe it for Aliment : And 
thus Blood acquires an ill diſpoſition, 
which afterwards beger 1]| humours; 
bur. in ſome more , in others leſs ; ac- 
cording to the inquinated fate of the 
Parents, and the abuſe of rhe corrnptive 
things, which cauſe mortality and de- 
fixruAion: for if the Earth and the Fruits 
hereof were as pure as the Heavens, 
Ill Avimals would live as long as the 
Celeſtial Incolifts : Bur Nature hath 
ordained this for a Law , That that 
partakes more of  corporeity , ſhould 


dwell abont that that's moſt corporeal;| 


and that which is more corruptible and 
inquinated, abont thar that's likeſt to it: 
but the Earth is loweſt of Bodies ; and 
cherefore molt groſs and corruprible, 
Nothing therefore can proceed from 
It , bur what is like it ; neſs its cor- 


ruption 


: _ [227] 
roption and impurity be ſtayed by the 
Art of Separation, and all irs pure ſab- 
ance extracted from irs Body; which a 
true Philoſopher may by induſtry ef- 
fect. | 
| Tr never was, nor yet Is, my intent to 
offend Phyſitians, to whom 1 owe much 
honour ; yer I, with many learned men, 
admire , they do nor better inſtru A- 
pothecaries , rhat they may be more 
curious In preparing : Medicaments :; 
whilt-chemſelves may obſerve how ofc 
| they have been fruſtrated in ſucceſs , 
when they proceed after the vulgar 
| manner: for they will cure and reſtore 
| fick and weak Bodies,by offering them a 


| great deal of Pottage ; wherein there is 


| yer ſo much impurities and groſs dregs, 
| that very lictle pure ſubſtance, wherein 
| the curative faculty conſiſts, remains ; 
| which is ſo immerged in their Poyſon, 
| that they have no power againſt the 
| Diſeaſe : neither can Nature belp their 
| operation ; for ſhe is ſubdued in this 

confli , by the impuricy of the Reme- 
dy on the one fide, and the cauſe of the 
Diſcaſe on another : which is all one, 


| 45if a Man ſhould drive away Corrup- 
-— "4 t10n 
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nnd 
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by 


Of 
tef : 
refulciate their miſerable lives, almol 
: ruitied by weakneſs; never freeing then] | 
from death , ubtleſs that N; 
' taneouſly ariſe ard oppoſe rhe mort] 
| Machinations of her Enenjies',, or ell 
'rhe Patient ſeek help fromſome exql | 
ice Medi. ament., brought by fomept| | 
' Fite Artificers induſtry to ſnpernarun] ' 
_ Purity and perfe&ion ; which being fit 


* priftine vigont', _ ard by, this, means 


T1218] 


"tion by cormpred & corrnpring means; 


which is impoffible : for Rain never 
"dries up Rivers, nor Fire.extinguiſh 
"Flame ; nor-yer Corruption expel Cor- 


ruption, They alſo attempt the Re- 


- "ſtanrarion of their Patients debilirared 
' ftrevorth,by Aliments of eafie dizeftion, 
* Which they think partake of lircle im-| 
' purity , and fo are not ſubje& to Cor: 
"roption : never conſidering , . Thar thi] 
' way cannot much profic'them , foi] 
though chey uſe 'very choiſe Aliments 
FE are they not.of much adyancage, 


becauſe they are indued with no aQior| | 
r POWer that can either exterminate or 
len the morbifical cauſes ,. bur oneh|- 


ature ſpoy 


from Corruprior: , may reſtore ti} 


eradicarethe cauſe of the Diſeaſe : fa] * 
ws vo eve 


m_ [x19] 
every tre: Medicament ſhould effet 
-wo operations, to wit, purge: from 
Corruption',” and reſtore tolt Strength ; 
and in this the whole Bafis and Arr;of 


'| Medicine conſiſts, though the leffer of 


'the' two parts is onelyin uſe, row, 
Purgacion ; rhe more excelient, to wir, 
\Reftanration, ' being :wholly aboliſh» 
ed, or through ſloath: or avarice'-ne- 
gle&ed, ets ; 48530 
And that theſe things are thus carrief, 
'1s apparent from certain Porions: intro- 
ſamed, which have no other effett; bur 
enely ro make the Belly:laxatire yoor 
purge ovr not that matter” that cauſes 
the Diſeaſe, bur ſome ornen Excrementr, 
that hath: nothing co do-with che: Diſ- 
caſe; or elſe throughthe'ill preparation, 
diſpenſation, - 67 4mpertinent adaptati- 
onef firaples , canſeſuperflnons evacu- 
tions, tothe ruine of Nacure,roo weak 
before, þur now more enervared, both 
by reaſon" of vacuiry ,-which it abliors 
2bove"all thirigs, and- alſo by reaſon 
of violent motion cauſed 'by fach 
Purges. wpins | p 19 : [4 
' And rhns they rather procure Death 


Y 


| then Sanity ; for Nature can no more 


I 4 endure 


[120] | 
- endure violent morion then yacuity;and 
ſhe is very impatient of theſe two be 
ſworn Enemies, which atcempr fo ei 
dently her deſtruction, 
And for this cauſe , common Medi. 
cine ſeldom cures obſtinate Diſeaſes by 
their Compoſitions ,. as they common|y 
' Prepare them /: and if amongſt many, 
any one be cured, this happens no 
becauſe of Pills, Boles and Potions; 


bur of the (irevgth of Nature , which] 


is able cooverccme the impure quantity 
mixed with theſe remedies, and extra 
ſomething our of rheir pure ſubſtance, 
commodious for its ſubſidy : or elſe, be- 
cauſe the poyſonous: quality. of | theſe 
excrementitious and corruprive things, 
is rejected and expelled by Nature; 
which is of that power, thart it carrie: 
wich, it fome portion of the peccant 
humvnr which is ke to it, by atrracion 


and ſympathy. + 8" þ{};. 

And thus an extraneons Medicamen, 
impuening 'the Body , moyes Nature; | 
which provoked and prepared 'to reſil | 
this her Enemy, reje&s and violently 
Impuenes what is contrary to her. And 
now , if 2 Medicament ſhowd a_ | 


[123] 


he convenient , and nor contrary to 


| Nature, it ſhould. be purged from irs 
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-- oa is, from 1ts excrementitious 
Mals. 

Wherefore a Medick ſhould firſt chyſe 
ſuch chings , as are convenient for, and 
held ſymparhy wich Man's Body ; and 
free them from their impurities, or at 
leaſt chu'e ſuch as contain in them the 
general vertue, or innate purity z which 


" Purification cannor be effeRed, till the 


impure and noxious be ſeparated and 
deſtroyed, and the pure reſtored, which 
lay buried apd ſuffocated under the 
Excrements. | 

-. Bur it being none of my Profeſſion to 
make Medicamenrts , I wall not further 
trear of chis buſineſs ; bur will recurn 
inco the way whence I have a little 
ſmerved, I ſay therefore, Secingthere 
is no inferiour thing, bur that's infe&ed 
with Poyſon, immerged in Excrements, 
and buried in Dregs, that cauſe irs.mor- 


. tification, and hinder the liberty and 
' aRion ot its legitimate ſnbſfance ; Na- 


ture 3s conſtrained by a certain neceſlity, 
to make nſe of Separation z which is 


feed by diviſion of the pure fromthe 


impure 


by Regeneration a'new form ,**takine 
away their former Natnre , Qualities, 


CETY 


' Impnre, the ſabtile from the groſs , aw|: 
che falurary from the deſtruQtive par] 


But becauſe this admirable Agent Work 


her operarions in darkneſs, labouriy| 


in bodies by 2 ſecrer digeſtion , ſhene 
ver exceeds ſimple perfetion; for here 
ro onely is her -p6wer extended ; 
whence corporal * Elements , beino 
nor 'able ro. conduce to the hiohef 


degree : of their proprieties, the Bo|- 


dies wherein they are included ;- Phi- 


lolophers prudently endeavour to (e| 


parate their ſnbſtance from their- cor- 


ruptive Maſs , and after this Separation| 


in Natures way, to wit, by Digeſtion 
and Sublimation, ro carry them to the 
higheſt degrec of purity; getting thetl 


andPtoprieties, antchanving rheir ins 


S, 
pute Bedies toro Spirits full of faſtiry, || 


their ioifture and cold imo dryneſs and 
heat** practifing and effedHing this, not 
onely in ſome ſpecies or ſimples , butin 
the great Body of the World alſo, which 
15 our Univerſal Spirir : for unlzfsrhe 
Uni--rfal Nature of all things be re 
newed, it is impoſſible co bring ir _ 

" are 
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fare of Incorruprion, Regeneration 
then is the firſt Fruits of” Separation : 
bur as a. (Grain can of It ſelf generare 
'nothing unleſs 1 Ir die and putrefie i In the 
Farth, ſo it is: impoſhible any thing 
ſhould be renewed or regenerated, ſave 
by precedent morrification. | 

Mortificatjon then 1s the firſt ſep to 
* ppm , andrheonely tra cothar 

for as long as Bodies remain in 

ric cld Corruption and origine,' Sepa» 
ation cannor reith them, unleſs purre- 
faQion and morrificatjon lead che way : 
which alſo our: Lord” Jeſs divinely 
ravohe , ſaying, Unleſs thar a Many like 
a Grain of Corn, die, he canner atquite 
life incorruptible-': : not as If hemeanc 
'thax, life incorruptible ſhonld- be” ac- 
quired by dearh; corporal? ; for'then 
" Implous and wicked Men, by. dying 
would attain Bearitude with the Good 
'and Juſt ; bur he meanc thar- the -old 
Man ſhould die, thats , mortifie and 
ſeparate his old Cortuprion from'him , 
' which heattracted from the See of his 
kirftParems, © 

' Avd this Corruption is properly in- 


temperance and exceſs, introduced by 
the 


[124] bs. 
the eating of the forbidden Fruit, hy 


which Death entred the World ;- and] 


ſince which, Man ceaſed not to die, he. 
cauſe afrerwards the Earth and all it pro 
duced were infeged by the Poylon of 
the fraudulent Serpent hidden In thei 
Aliments, whoſe enticements led Ma 
ro tranſoreflion, and to the eating 
Fruit wherein death was included, 
And this corrupting Serpent 1s he 
that I call Satan, who creeping, and 
without ceaſing going about che Earth 


mixes his Poyſon therewith , and with| 


all things it produces, to wir, Animals, 
Vegetables and Minerals, with intent 
eo. -ipfeAt the World with his Poylon, 
andryrannize over Man. 

Upon this intemperance and excel; 
in diet, 2privation of Vertue follow- 
ed: for Vice is nothing bur a negle& 
of what is jaſt, and juſtice 18a tem- 
perate defire, and continual progreſs to 
good. 7 

This intemperance then and excels 


muſt die inus, becauſe ic generates all 


kindecf fininus, and fimulates us to 
malice and impiety ; and therefore we 
are injoynedto live ſoberly, and ſhun 

oluttony 
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[glatrony and drunkenneſs, the true 
Authors of all carnal lufts , and that we 


faſt often, to extinowſh choſe internal 
fames , which move onr Sences, and 
burn our Blood ro Corruption, = 

The Anatomiſts of Man , know, that 
Man is twofold ; the one Celeftial and 
immortal , the other Terreſtrial and 
corruptible : and the firſt is as a So- 
journer, the ſecond as a Priſoner, 

Bur here ariſes a great Queſtion, How 
it comes tO paſs, 'that the heavenly Man 


\ can, whilſt buried in this putrid and 


corrupt Carkaſe , conſerve his effential 
purity 2 for ir is manifeſt , Thar a Li- 
quor , thouzh never fo precious and ex- 
cellent , will loſe its ſapourand odour, 
if it be long contained in a ftinking 
Veſſel ; and Man alſo, thongh never 
fo ſound , is ſabje&ro infeRion, if he 


| dwell in a peſtilent Houſe: a heavenly 


Man is of himſelf good and ſincere bur 
as he is joyned to the Terreſtrial, ro 
whom impurity and vices naturally ad- 


| here , he can ſcarcely remainfree from. 


ſpots, parks 
The depravation of this effential 
purity , depends withont/doubt on the 

EI. eating 
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eariog the forbidden Fruic z or to ſpe 
more exprefly, on the incemperance 
Aliments, condiced with pernicious and 
contagious Corruprion: for wich cauſe, 
chis intemperance & corrup.ion malt be 
morrifiedzthar the old Deſtroyer of Man 
may be:relirained,8 char char may be.re- 
paired by newneſs of life,wtich makes us 
like our hea-enly Father in incorcuption, 

And our Reftorex ;Jeſus hach caught 
us. two Ways to.Regeneration : one by 
che-Warter of Baptiſm, and the other 
by che Fire of the. Holy Ghoſt, Warr 
waſhes away the ſpots, and Fire cone 
ſumes and ſeparates-all impuricy from 
the pure eflence..: ,and as his precious 
Blood , ( which is true Water indeed) 
purges away our fins., and ſaves us from 
that death, which che mortal corruption 
of, our earthly Parenc introduced ; fo 
Water diffolves,and purges away thole 
excrementicious impurities which Cote 
rupt all ſubſtances. The Fire of the 
Holy Spirit conſumes and ſeparates 
the excrementitions impurity of fins, 
and fo the vulgar Fire blots out the im- 
purity of Bodies,; which ſhould there 
fore .be mareified, that ic olay berege- 
Rt ' _nexaced 
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erated: and this Moerification is that 
Purcefation and Digeſtion , Which firs 
it to receive Separation ; and this Mor- 
rificarion is chen wrought i inus, . when 
the- Sun of the Holy Spirit ziſes upon 
onr Hearts , - and.-warms our Centre , 
confuming by little and lictle the cor- 
fupt- affeRions- of old eAdaw., Aﬀer 
- lame manners:the Chymical Fire.re- 
vetderating its. flame abour che Body 
thatis to be purged , burns and annihi» 
lates that- thats of an extraneous Na- 
ture; and that more or leſs, as the im- 
putity is more or. leſs obſtinace t@ Sega» 
ration, which -is effeRted by Diſtillati- 
0D, 

This rhenis the right way which Na-- 
ure obſerves. in- the Regeneration 'of 
a1l-chings 5 which willhaveno laudable 
fc .10 > Medicine, . unleſs. they; be ge- 
generated by. Warer and Fire. ./Buc 
che ſame thiBes: afeer-this fecond;Nati- 
vity-are moſt free: in their. yergues and 
ations - whereas before , ;Fhejrvical 


ſun&ions were buried -in an, exxfemen- 


urious Maſs z -and_;though the benign 
Influences of Heaven: had- given them 
mach Reg yer.could NOtehegexert: 


Ic ; 


ceed to be ſeparated, and whence this 


arein Bodies twoparrts : the one isan 


ſubſtance is ſufficiemcly dere&ed in the 


. [123]. | 
it: even ſo a Man, whilſt he is de. 
rained in the impure Priſon of old 4. 
dam, he can produce no good and lay. 
dable ation, | 

But before I proceed further in the 
praQical explication of- theſe things, 1 
mult rernrn co my begun-order, to wit, 


char after T have given the definition & | 


Separation, and declared of how many 
kindes it 1s , that now I may ſhew what 
theſe kindes are , whence things pro. 


ſepararive vertne ariles, And I have 
ſufficiently demonſtrated, That there 


Excrement , the other ſubflance ; the 
one accidental ,. and the other {ubſtan- 
tial : for ſubſtance ſimply conſidered, is 
wholly pure, and withour Corruption; 
bur an Excrement wholly impure,mixing 
it ſelf with the ſubſtance, and con 
raminating and ſnbyercing its purity. 
The Generation and Formation 0 


rwo firſt Chaprers of this Book : it now 
reſts that T explain the Nature and Qu# 
lities of Excrements : where I infer [ 


from the aforeſaid Narration, that no-| 


chiop 
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thing bur Excrements ſhould be ſe- 
parated ; ſuppohing rhis for undeniable, 
That amonett paſſible things in this ſub- 
lunary World, nothing is void and free 
trom Excrements : for when God ſepa- 
rated the parts of the World, he com- 
manded, Thar ſome ſhouid deſcend to 


| the loweſt Region, as parcaking of the 


oroineſs of rhe firſt matter, and that 
they ſhonld there congregate amongſt 


| themſelves: and of this feculent Maſs, 


the Earth was formed , which 1s never- 
theleſs indued with ſome part of pure 
ſubſtance , thongh diffuſed chrough its 


| thick crafſitnde : after that Phabas had 
| ſain che monſtrous Pythox , fwelled up 
| with poyſonous humours, which was ge- 


erated of the mud of the Earth;that 1s, 
when the innate ficcity had imbibed che 
aperfluens humidity , by the operation 
of natural hear, the Earth begun ro feel 
the ations of this ſubſtance included 
D its breſt : which ſubſtance is that 
biritnous matter which is never idle, 
bur alwayes imployed about Genera- 
tions and Vivifications ; Which may 


tre be properly called the Earth , be- 
{ule che proper and vertuous ſubſtance 


of 


_ 


a WEE? | 7 
of the Earth, is - "OB that by prod. 
_ per corporation venerates all Bodis Y 
according to individual Idea's; as I haf; 
deſcribed ic in this Ode, our! of with, 
I ſhall rake what is convenient for mk 


purpoſe. li o 
«I efprit porte ſur la face UR 
De ceſte indigefte maſſe, e 
I. £n Virounant tour au.ou!, ro, 
Feit ſeparer la maticre 
Peſante de la legiore, E © 


Et la noire nuibt dn jour. po 
Puis de V humeut a maſſe 

 _ Le corps'plis peſant, & fiod 

_ Feitla roundeur cormpaſſe 
Que d'un ſerrement ctroit 
I eau ou Bair contrebalance 
D*un poids fs ferme & egal 
Que ſans /ouffiir meſme mat 
Ne pew choir en decadence. 


Putrs verſant F ame an dedans 
ne 7 7 1 Anc 
Et les ſemenres dr monde. | 
La feit nuriſſe fi conde | wad] 

- Du Ciel & des feux ardens. Þe, 


When et the wor/d did in a Chaos lies.  tyeft, 
The Spirir full of fiery heat did flie imr 
About the ſurface of this ſhapeleſs Maſyly ſep 
And ſo fomented it, that what erft wa tha 
Ove lump without all form, did now bigithyror 
By Separation, which was wrought thertligy , 


f 
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1this ſame Spirit, a multitude to makes 
Y Bode ara likewiſe of forms to take 
dnember almoſt numberleſs : and now 
light things aſcend, and heavy things below 
The centre [eek to paſs: the day breaks ont, 
fnd all the ponderous reliques prefs about 
The centre, where ſtaying themſelves 97. 
7 | (make 
fround terraqueou Globe, which nought 
, (can ſhake 
of its place ; for "tis on every ſide 
nally balanced, and cannot ſlide, 
temp n0 over-weight preſſes one part. 
Wore then another : hereto the Stars impart 
vir influences, which by life and ſeed 
& this great Nurſe allthings to keep and 
; by eed, 


And ſeeing 1n this Univerſal Separa- 
mn, that which is more fiery and ſub- 
le, chuſes the higher Seat ; and 
fat which is groſs and maſly, the 
peſt; it follows, that Celeſtial Bodies 
| immortal], as being moſt remote 
© ſeparate from all immund Dregs ; - 
Kthat they are crooked, or excavated 
Þrotundity , becauſe rhiey flew up ar 
Me: for which cauſe alſo, Nature de- 
T. K 2 fixes 


| {132] | W 
fires a round ferm for eteftal rhingy, 
being moſt perfe& and indeficien : uf; 
on the contrary it follows, thatTaly 
reſirjal rhings muſt be obnoxions jo, 
corruption and death, becauſe connyl,,; 
ries are conjoyned in their compoltinhy 
rowir, Elements of contrary quality, 
wherewith the impurities or dreg,q 
che firſt matter were mixed; which wy, 
not created pure, as ſome imagine: |{,;, 
rhen all char proceeded from the; 
would be immortal ; nay, more, thife;q, 
conld have been no Generation inFjh;; 
World : for withour contrarietyÞyk; 
qualicies and impuricies , there ip. 
been no alreration nor murationPyq 
forms ; bur all would have had one if yy; 
without diſtin&ion : all rhings walfgja;; 
have remained equa]ly pure and fubtiyj,, 1 
andconſequently,withour all ornamF#4q, 
yea, that I may ſpeak freely , rhete amy 
beennetther matter, nor World creat 
It was therefore neceflary, That thef yr, 
tile ſnbſtance ſhould be mixed withgmaf 


dregs : for where nothing bur purinfſ,,. 
there 1s no aQion ; becauſe rhere Wlftyc,, 
noattron , where there 1s no paify.. 
ſeeing whar is pure hath no power. 

' Wi | 
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| 15 4s pure, nor impure over as im- 
Sire, Bur Nature being always occu- 
Fried in ſeparating che pure from the ime 
Thace, for the preſervation of irs eflence 
2nc vital encreaſe , hath this ſubſtance 
Wnixed wich impuricy,for its ſole ſubjeR 
Jt WS, recaining the ltate and Nature of 
is Creation, is not nouriſhed , mulcipli- 
Fedor auzmented, fave with the nucriti- 
Jon, multiplication and accretion of Ex- 
Triements , which are not conſubſtantial 
[yich 1 ir , bur onely Companions and 
tfters of 1rs nattility, And that theſe 
things are ſo, ſuch have experienced, 
ho by Divine Inſpiration have found 
the way to extradt this firſt marter, and 
tocotporate it In imitation of Nature 3 
mich, whatever purity , cleanneſs, and 
Clatity it ſeems to have, yer is it always 
laden wich a creat quantity of Ter- 
telirial Dregs , which cannot be taken 
amy wichour great indultry. 

' Irhink chen, "that I have by moſt valid 
Arguments demonſtraced , Thar every 
mafly Body is not nouriſhed and pre- 
erved by - vitble Earch, bur by tirk- 
nous matter onely, , whereby we ſee, 


bar they very much abound with Excre- 
K 3 ments, 


+ 
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ments, and thar 


D 
4 
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their whole Mi iſe 


nothing elſe bur an Excrement, where ap! 
this ſpirituons Matter , that 's apt fal-{ub 
corporation, lurks invifibly : for thong] is 
we eat and drink, yerall that ingredy of: 
our fomacks , goes ont alomft inth{ {yl 
ſame quantity thar we aſſumed it iv, We Ar 
do nor therefore extra& our vital Of fin 


out of ics Maſs, but that pure. efleng 
and ſubſtance that lies within ir. 
Briefly, Thar excrementitious parts 
nothing elſe bur the houſe of this pur 
ſubitance, and the vehicle that carrig| 
this nucririve Spirit ro the place of 
ftribution, there to complear its dis 
ſion and requilite Separation, Arena 


Trees and Plants incorporared with thi 


maſs of Excremevrs 2 and is not this 
Maſs, the Condmr of their enliven 
and vegetative Spirit , and as ic weret 
fulciment chat makes them grow ? Id 


not ſay, That all that is in a Tree, or6| 


ther individual,is wholly an Excrement; 
for in every thing, there inhabirs ſome 
article of this ſubſtance , - which I car- 


notjuſtly call a Body, bur onely 2 thing | 
apt for corporation, which Nature cat- 


not work of it ſelf: for though what " 
| & 


en 


. 
* 
| 
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[ke and tonch is progenerated of matter 
apr for corporation; yer thisBody is nor 
ubſtanctal, and nothing bur Excremenc 
isſeep, So that Nature ſuffers nothing 


| of char to appear,that is the vital eſſence, 


I 


lubltance or matter of the thing ; bur 
Arc, which by indu'iry ſuperates the 


j| imple power of Nature, can do it well 


[ 


enough : for an ingenious Naturaliſt 


confiders- this , Thar though the ſpiri- 


mous matter and ſubſtance of things be 
nowhere pure in natural Creation, yer 


'bein2 mixed with dregs , it may be ſe- 


ptrated by the digeſtion of the ven- 
tricle, which rejeRs Excrements, and 


| retains the ſubftance 2 not as if this Se- 
| paration were ſu"je& to light , bur ro 


the underſtanding by the appearance of 
the effe& , whereby we finde the dregs 
and Excrements rejeRed as uſeleſs for 
the conſeryation of the eflence of a 


| Body. 


Moreover, Augmentation, Reſtaura- 
tion, and Vivification, coming to Bodies 
by this ſubſtance, aſcerrain us of this 


thing, thongh Nature whereby it aQts, 


hides the operation : the ſubſtance then 


bein? ſeparable, ir muſt be innarely pure 
| K 4 and 


and homogeneous, or fimilat in al] is | ful 
parts ; bur this purity cannot be mani | rw! 
feſted by Nature for her operations ; fot | 
the intentional perfeRion of things is | fla 
onely limple, | all 
Bur an Artiſt, obſerving that Heat is | co 
'the onely Medium and Inſtrument | thi 
which Nature aſes inthe attainment of | co 
this perfeRion, and Fire the ſole Pureer| re 
and Separator, tending to perfe& puti-| vi: 
fication ; and further minding, tharin] in 
the centre of every Body , ſome pure | ki 
ſubſtance is contained, which can| bi 
be naturally ſeparated, if not ex 
aRly, yet according to the extent of its} T 
faculties, he propoſes to himſelf rhe] A 
ſame way, and the ſame Inſtrument tha þ w 
Narure uiles, to wit, Fire ; which heſof tr 
adminiſters, as to deſiroy , burn or kf © 

fn 

it 

V 
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arate the Excrements, wichourt the de-} n 
AroQion of the pure ſublitance rel F 
in thecentre ; which he conrinnes, til& 
x be p:rfeMy pure , and the Fire hawÞs 
no furchcr deſirutive power over ltyzÞi 
but rather as for its conſervation, \ 
'exaltation ,. and the introdn&ion of 4Þ 


TinQure ad Quality like to ir , and 


Jo ar length conyere this whole oy E 
RS. nb | 


=_— DH 
{ fibfiance into irs own proper Na- 
tre, 
| AnArtiſt rhen, minding this ſhb- 
'fance to reſide in all things, and that 
all chings may be burned ; fo that after 
combultion , Aſhes will remain, which 
| the Fire cannot devour, he prudently 
| concludes, Thar in thoſe Aſhes there 
remains ſomething nor ſubje& to che 
' vigour of Fire and Flame, And further 
incumbent on his work, he findes a 
kinde of Salr, not produced by Fire, 
bur rather the Victor over Fire, like 
the pute Gold of every burnt Body, 
This Salt 1s the laſt matter ref ing in the 
| Anatomy of Bodies , and ror Aſhes ; 
| whence this Salt was ujtimarely ex- 
| trated, and our of which , nothing 
| can be further extrated : forif by hu- 
- midiry it be turned into Warer, by hear 
| it will be again congealed into Salr, 
| Whence we may concinde, That this 
Water was CMercary , whence all Bo- 
Edies were firſt created ; and that this 
{ Warer,hidden in the aſhes,hinders their 
Fotal conſumption by combuſtionaas rhe 
' dviverſal eMercxry in the Bowel. of the 
Exrch,before the produQion of Bodies, 
| Where- 
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Wherefore the learned Ronillaſcus in 
his Wricings, calls this The Water of 
CMercurial Fire, becauſe Fire gene 


rates, noutiſhes.it 3; yea, au2ments its: 


ooodneſs fo much-more » by how mu:h 
It remains longer 1n it 2 for the ultimate 
operation of Fire i 1s to make Salr; and 
Salt 1s norhing bur dry Water , which 
h nires and conſerves its ficcity by Fire, 
thence It is of like-Nature to 1t. 

_ here I would nor have any Won- 
der, Thar in the beginning of this Buok 
Tſaid, Ther Fire i is not without Mot 
ſure ; "for ſeeing it Is nouriſhed there- 
with » Ic muſt alſo participate thereof; 
becauſe all chings rake their nouriſh- 


ment from thatwhereof they are made, | 


So that Fire and Moiſture are as 1t were 
two Correlates ; the one whereof 
Cannot exiſt without the other , no not 
In imagination : and the Elements have 
without doubr » fach affinity and con- 
nexion one with another , and fo partF 


Clpate one of another, that any of 


them may be found in his aflociate-: fol 
the Earth contains Air, Water and Fite; 


Water, Fire, Air and Eatth ; Air, Earth, | 


Warer and Fire ; and Fire, Water, Aﬀ 
an 
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and Earth : bl... TO participa - 
tions, there could be no mutual] con- 
verſion, and noſympathy or conveni- 
ence, 

From the Premiles we may colleR, 
That nothing is deſtitute of Excre- 
ments , and that Excremenrt and Sub- 
ance are the two conſtitutive parts of 
a Body ; and that nothing bur Excre- 


ment, as accidental, and not affine to: 


the eflence or ſubliance, ſhouid be ſe- 
parated. We may likewiſe gather, Thar 


Fire onely procures and facilirates this ' 


operation, 

Bur ic is time that we proceed and 
ſhew how this may be done : for it is 
- not enoueh to ſay, That Separation is the 
beginning of the works of Nature and 
Arr, nor tro know whar things are ſepara= 
ble, unleſs the practiſe & manner of chis 
operation be alſo rendered intelligible, 

I ſaid before, Thar there were two 
kindes of Separation : one for Di- 
tiv&ion and Ornament, of which I 


will ſay no more , becauſe ir 2ppertains 


onely to Nature, not to Art: rhe other 
| 1s made by Deciſion or Divition , which 


I ſhall now explicate, 1 ſaid before, 


That 
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Thar all things confitt of wo parts; | 
Excrement and Snbltance : Snbſtance is 
of ir ſelf fimple and indivitible , whe- 
ther werake ir general for the firſt Uni- 
verſal matter, or 1n- particular for any 
ſpecies , according to che impreſſion of 
rhe Celeſtial Idea, which 1s infinite, 
This Subſtance or firft Marter in every 
ſpecies of compounded Bodies , is one 
in eflence , verrue and quality : and in 
one and the {ame ſabje&t, one part can- 
not be of one ſpecies, and another of 
another : bur in Excrements 1c 1s other- 
wiſe; for the better nnderiianding 
whereof, I will lay the following Rule, 
That there are but rwo means or medi- 
ums for the comptlearing of all Separa- | 
tions, to wit, Fire and Water: and there 
are but two things ſeparable in Bodies ; 
rhe one whereof is ſeparated by Fire, 
the othet by Warer. In the firſt place it 
is indubitable, Thar the Nature of Fire 
isſuch, as ir deftroyes and conſumes all 
that is combultible . and of Warer ſuch, 
as It waſhes and cleanſes all ſubſtance 
from its impurity that commaculaces it: 
Fire devours all chat*s volatilezand of an - 
Airy qualiry; becauſe it is its proper nu- 

| (cl- 
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triment : bur Water divides all that's 
Terrelirial and grols, Betwixt theſe rwo 
extremes then,there muſt be ſome incer- 
mediate diſpotition , which ſhould be 
kept and conlerved, containing nothing 
that's combulitble or impure in ir,which 
may beſnbjected ro theſe rwo Watrriers. 
Andirc 1s manife(t , That Aduſtion and 
Dre:2s are ihe two Corrupters and De- 
ſtroyers of all things, which Divine Hyp- 
pocrates Was not ignorant of , when he 
jad , Thar all Diſeaſes proceed euher 
from the Air or Aliments ; infinuating, 
chat the exceſs of excrementitions Ali- 
ments are apr £O receive corruption , 
and Excrements by Fire exceeding na- 
tural heat, are the inflaming and cor- 
rapting cauſes of each Diſcale : for che 
Excrements of Aliments, fill Bodies 
wich Terreſtrial jmpuricies, and inflam- 
mable Air generares ſulphureons and 
adui matcer, which eaſily conceiving 
hor ardours , conſumes and diſlipates 
what is radical and vital with ic ſelf ; 
carryivg it away,Becauſe rhe greater parc 
of it 1s volacile, the lefs aduſtive. Dregs 
chen,and Aduliion, are the rwo Authors 


of corrmption , and thoſe char hwy 
the 


142 


the vigour of ſubſtancial ations in all 


rings, 


- Andifwe require any Arguments to 


prove th13 , the ſtink of Digeſtion and 
Excrements demonſtrates it 5 for that 
ſame ſented in things chat are burned, 


ſpeaks little of 00d to be there. The 


ſame is allo eyident in the fumes of Ex- 
crements which ſtinking Bodies emit ; 
_ - for thoſe ſuppoſe corruption , and be- 
ſides the corrnpuion they generate ,they 
allo cauſe theſe rwo inconveniences ; 
the one 15 the hindrance of Penerration, 
che other of Fixation + which two aQti- 
ons are abſolutely neceſſity for the con- 
ſervarion of life s for thar which nou- 
riſhes and ſupports life, muſt needs be 
ſubtile , rhar ir may by its ſubtile parts 


penetrate Bodies, and like a ſecrer Bal» 


am, roborate and angment the light of 
life in the centre of the Body : for if it 
were groſs, it would rather obſtru&, 
ſnffocate and extinguiſh, then penerrare 
and paſs through ſuch narrow ways :and 
becauſe on the. other fide it conſerves 
life in irs ſtate, it ſhould io reaſon be a 
able, and no flaxible thing ; for if ic 
were volatile, we might every moment 


expet 


43] 


I | 
expect death , leſt ir ſhould be intro- 
duced by the corruption generated by 
feculent aduſton , which continually 
layes wait for our life, Groſneſs then, 
binders Inzrefs and Aduſiion,Stabiliry. 

Hence we may take a good admoni- 
tion for Medicine,to witzthat every true 
Medicament introſumed for the re- 
toring of ſtrength, and profligating rhe 
cauſe of inſtanr death, ſhould have two 
properties, to Wir, to Plerce tothe cen- 
tre of ſanity, and preſerve the cen- 
tre, by dilating and deducing it through 
the whole Body ; which the Ancients, 
| withoood ſucceſs, revoked to pradtiſe ; 
and nor many yeers ago, the too much 
haced Paracelſu;, who explained their 
operations to polterity, which were ſo 
long kepr ſecret + andler him that will, 
affirm rhe contrary , I doubr nor ce 
ayer , Thar nothing without the opera- 
tion of Fire , can be brought to puricy 
and ability ; which ewo parts muſt be 
chiefly obſerved in making Medica- 
' ments? to which Afﬀertion this valid 
Realon draws me , Thar no body in its 
firſt original and form can be truely 
Medicinal , as immerged in the corrup- 
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' tion of its excrementiciousDregs, becauſe |, 


Ic caynot atcain the place 8 ſear of ſanity, 
nor yet preſerve ſanity, becauſe it wang: 
labrilty co penetrare,and fixedneſs reou: 
fire ro theRefſtaucarion of whar 1s corrupt 
and loſt, andtheconſeryaticn of whatis 
rettored;which cannor poſſibly be attain 
ed by che common way of preparation, 
neither in ſubiiance,nor in infulion : the 


impoſſibilcy hereof in ſubſtance appear, | 


in that ſuch do nor purge without vio- 
lence, which cauſes rather periloy; 
weakneſs, then falutary Reſtauration; 
and as co infulions, nothing can thereby 
be extracted our of ſimples, bur a little 
introſity , which is innate in all Bodies, 
with a lictle of their excrementicious 
Dregs, Hence ivfuſion attracts nor the 
internal vertue , but onely the external 
ſapour of things, which in their centre is 
quite different from thar in their ſuper- 
ficial matrer : for commonly we ſee, 


all iofofions are bitter ; which we are. 


forced to obdulcorate wich Sugar or 
Honey , becauſemoſt Aporhecaries are 
not ſo induſtrious , as ro extract the na- 
cural ſweetneſs wherein the Nature of 


infuſe 


the things con{gſs, from the things they | 
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ifuſe ; forall bitrerneſs proceeds from 
Galt, which hath ſweerneſs at the bots 
tom , which canncr be extrated by 
imple infuſions, but by Fire onely, and 
neenious Artifice ; this ſweetneſs be- 
ibs the very perfe&ion of the Medi- 
cine. 

Hence eArnoldus de villa nova faith, 
That if you know how to dulcorate whar 
is.birter , you have che whole myſtery. 
Which Braceſius was nor ignorant of, as 
pears by his Dialogue, entituled, De- 
wor gol, 15. 

Buc this occult ſweetneſs can never 
demanifeſted , unleſs it be quite freed 
from Terreſirial Excrements, and vo- 
tile and Aereal Aduſtion : for rhe 
arhineſs thereof , gives It its extranEe«: 
ons faponr ariſing from the Excrements 
of Salt , from whoſe variety, according 
othe ſpecies and place wherein they 

egenerated, rhe diverficy of ſapours 
{th ariſe : for all ſaponr comes from 
alt ; and by how mnch rhiere is more . 
alt, by ſo much is the ſapour more ine 
enſe, And on the other fide, that 
Mich is volatile and Aery ; begets ill 
Jud non-natu;al _— which ſendour 
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aſinch, which we perceive in they | 


burning, becauſe of the combuſtion and 
inflammation of the un&uons Sulphur, 


and that volatile marter is an Excre| 


ment,ls apparent from the ſtinking fume; 
of. Bodies that are burning, whence 
ſmoak proceeds ; that adhering to the 
Chimney or other part, which afcerward 
retain the odour of the burnt Bodies, 
and the birterneſs of the Excrements 
Salr, And rhis 1s yer more manifeſt, by 
that blackneſs and obſcuriry which this 
fome impreſles on all things it rouches, 
which greatly hinders the light and 


- of Natureywhich always deſire], 
parity and freedom from darknefs, a|. 


appears by that incenſe ſplendor 1n per: 


feaBodies,a token of their purity,feeing| 
others, more immerged in impurity, ate| 


more obſcure; as Metals perfe& and in- 
perfeRg& precious Stonesgdemonſirate, 

Bur if we would avoid long peregts 
| ations, and according to the oracle 


advice, terminate our curious journeys | ty; 


in.que ſelves, by ſeeking our the cauſes 


of our Dilcaſes, we ſhould eaſily finde rar 


them derived from thoſe ivfe&ed: fumes]. 


thacobſcurethe ligh of our ſanity ; a 


thence| 


£1 


I 


thence deſume a manifeſt ſign of whar 


is wrought withinus : for a ſound Man, 
becaule of the internal claricy of his nas 


- rural diſpoſition, hath acleer and lively 


coloured aſpeR : bur a ſick Manyfrom the 


'firft onſer of his dilcaſe,is pale and pium- 


beons, his native vigonr periſhing and 
decaying : and all theſe mucations pros 
ceed from the tumes of ſulphureons and 
excrementicious Aduſtion and Inflam- 
mation, which extend chemſelves tho- 
tow all the members, and by mediation 
of the pores, infet the whole Body. 
This paleneſs may alſo proceed from 


| Nature,feeling her ſelf aggravated with 8 


diſeaſe, and thereupon reyoking all the 


| pure and good Blood inwards, that 
\muliring up their forces ſhe may better 
oppoſe her enemy, or ſuſtain his aflavlcs e 


and upon chis occaſion,the external parts 
gre delticuce of their clarity ; and in chis 
conflit rhe exrernal parts remain as It 
were dead like Earrh,& rend to obicuri= 


t9, becauſe Earth, whereinthis baccle 18 
$|deeun,is naturally black z as on the con= 


E[iracy, Fire is by Narure clear and white. 
1 The Earch then on its 


art, b 
bile and obſcure, begets blackneſs an 
; L 3 ſul- 


falphureons, fuliginous; and ſmoaky A- 
duſtion , begers obſcurity ; wherefore 
both cauſe corruption, deſtruRion and 
ruine : and beſides theſe rwo, norhing in 
the world procures univerſal ruine; nei- 
cher is any inferiour Body exempted 
from theſe evils, ſave Gold and precious 
Stones, which Nature hath brought to 
Whar perfeRion ſhe can, 

And ſo Death 1s to other Bodies a 
perperual enemy ſeeking how to deſtroy 
them ; but Naiure, as a careful Morher, 
how to preſerve her works ; who hath 
armed rwo potent and nimble Cham- 
pions ro help them , and withſtand the 


Adverſaries fury : one whereof 1s Fire, |. 


the expugner of ſulphureons Aduſiton; 
the other Water, the expeller and driver 
of Terreſtrial dregs, And as Nature is 
Ingenlous and (ubrile in all her opera 
ons, ſois Art indued with equal ſubrilty 
and induſtry. And there's no other way 
co Separation inſtituted by Nature from 


the beginning, but theſe two, which Nt 


ture her ſelf hach crodden from the non- 
ace of the' Univerſe , whole firſt ſeeds, 


Chaos, were diflolved in Water, avd by 


the] 


_— 


void of form, and confuſedly mizedin|; 


Py, my, mA oo eas oo. 
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the Spirit of God,the firſt Mover, moving 
upon them, divided.and diſtinguiſhed 2. 
whence the Separation of lighr from 
darkneſs proceeded . as alſo of diſtin& 
forms from confuſion , of generations 
from barreneſs, and of death from life x 
and if things in che firſt commixtion 
were thus confuſed, as impure with 
pure, Excrements with Subſtance, Earth 
with Heaven, and life with death ; all 
were without ation, power,eſſence and 
life, ard the whole confuſion uſeleſs, 
An Artitt therefore conſidering this, 
and obſerving, That nothing can exert 
rs vertue, ti] che confuſion of irs purity 


and impurity be ſeparated ; he takes 


Water and Fire for his Helpers, and fol- 
lows Nawres copy , whoſe operations 
he ſhould obſerve with ail curicſity,eſpe- 
cially 1n generating Metals, which are 
by ſo much the perfe&er , by how much 
they are more digeſtedin the bowels of 
the Earth. This ſencence is then irre- 


| fagable,Thar Water and Fire are the ſole 


general and principal means of Separa- 
tion : but the compoſition of rhings be- 
Ing varions, and one thing yielding with 


| more caſe then another , we mult alſo 
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| 2& variouſly upon them ; yet ſo, as noe 
tovary from the plain path, that na- 
ture has delineated : For aduſtion and 
upAnons Sulphur, making a body in- 
flammable and infeQive , may be extra- 
Qed ope way ont of one body, and ter- 
reſtria] feculency another way in others, 
Calcination and Sublimation , Were 1n- 
vented ro purge aduliton ; bur Dsſtillati 
ox and Diſſo{ntion , to remove terreſinal 
feculency ; and Deſce»ſion, for the con- 
ſervation of weak and eaſily inflammable 
bodies : and all theſe are either effeRed 
by fire ; as Calcination, Sublimarion, 
and Deſcenſion; or by water, as Di- 
flillation and Diſſolntion. 

Bur becauſe both the Books of anci- 
ev and modern writers ſpeak ar large 
of theſe things , I ſhall not furrher 1a 
bour 1n their explicgtion , becauſe 1 can 
 adde nothing new, nor yet any orna- 
ment or faciliry ro them : ir may ſuffice 
if 1 adde any thing definitively , and 
known to my ſelfin genera] , and rhat 
is, that Calcination is invented, for you 
overcoming of hard and rebellious 


things, and for continuity, and valid avd | 


firm compoſicion , which hinders SE 
on 


- "Inn 

fon, and admirs not of 94 ſeparation : 
and hence fonr conventencies ariſe; the 
combuſiton of impure and ſtinking Sn]- 
phur, the eaſie ſeparation of ſuperflaons 
and extraneous earthineſs, the fixarion 
of the internal Sulphur, and more 
prompt diflolucion, 

For ic 1s natural co fire ro conſnme 
thoſe aduftible parts, which are nor of 
the eflence of a ſubſtance , ro facilirare 
the diviſion and rejeRion of terreſtri- 
al excrements , to fix radical Sulphur, 
and co multiply ſalt in bodies, which 
alone doth afcerwards admit diflolntion 
by wates, 

I ſay therefore, that Calcination agrees 
onely to bodies, that becauſe of their 
continuity ſcarcely yield z for ſpirits and 
rolatile chings, which flye away by fire, 
cannot be calcined, unleſs ſome fixing 
thing be added , which 1s repugnant 
to their nature, | 

Seeing there is no other end in Cat- 
tination, then to extract ſalts, wherein 
the berter part. and ſecret verine of 
bodies conſiſt ; to which that corruptive 
duſtion adheres, which in {»b[imation 


ve ſuffer ro eyaporate and flie away, as 
LE L 4 uſeleis, 
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. uſeleſs ; that the remaiving ſubſtance 
-may be better freed from terreſtri(l 
dregs, and eafier educed by fire to py. 


Tification and ftabiliry, It 1s true alſo, | 


that ſublimation requires ſome intenfion 
of fire ; bur thar happens then chiefly, 
when the things to be ſnblimated are 
more profoundly mixed with the 
dregs of ſome other fixed body , chat 
chey may moxe pertinaciouſly hold their 
terreſtrial impurities : and this kind of 
ſublimation is molt ſecure, fave when we 
work upon ſnbjets that have their 
dregs naturally more fixed, 

 Deſcenſion hath a two fold uſe , one 1s 
to extrat Oyl-out of vegetables with- 
ont combuſtion , rhe other co cleanſe 
fuſfibles bodies, before they be made 
volatile; and theſe are the three kindes 
of ſeparation made by fire : now we 
ſhall ipeak a little of the other two, 
Diſtillation and Difſ9lnction , madeby 
water; and the former of theſe 1s 


made by inclination and raining , that, 


the limpidiry of bodies may with wa: 
rer come forth into the water of 
difſolved vegetables: for rhart ſame that's 
made by an Alembick, appertains to Fo 

oraer 
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order of ſublimarions, which 1s 'effeKed 
by elevation, and nor by ablution, And 
chough ſome account this for an indif- 
ferent and bur a mean way , yet TI ſay ir 
ſhould nor be rejeQed , bur much'eſftee- 
med, asrthar principally which Nature 
uſes in her operations, and which ſhe 
eſtabliſhes , as the ſole medium for 
the ſeparation of cerrelirial impurity ; 
by which alſo many things are bronghr 
to the height of rheir perfetion, being 
by this kind of dittillation , elevated 
and ſnblimared to their purity : Whence 
ſome Philoſophers have calVdir a ſecrer 

ſublimation. | 
The ſecond operation by water, to 
wit, diſſo!/ution , 1s effe&ed by moiſt and 
moderate heat; as Horſe-dung, Sainr 
Maries Bath, the ſmoak of boyling wa- 
ter , or by infuſion in water, or elſe by 
inhumation in moiſt places : and the 
end of all theſe is one , tro wit, the re- 
duQion of the things calcined into wa- 
ter, that by this liqunefaQion, the ter- 
retrial matrer may by ſtraining , ſertle 
in the bottom of che veſle]: bur rhis 
ſubtile praRiſe, and all of rhe like kind, 
fhonld be reicerated; for if any ang 
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by continual celcirationy' ſeparate the 
more fimple parts of the compound, 
and reduce to ſalt what hath the ef. 
ſence bf ſalt ; he thereby creares mnch 
loſs, for the intemperace and continual 
violence of thefire, will ſnblimare and 
evaporate 2 great parr of that which is 
with ſuch labour ſought, ſo that nothing 
will remain , but a ſmall quantity of the 
ſoluble matter, with a great deal of 
dregs; andbefides, that matter may by 
long abode in the fire, be made into 
olaſs? it is better therefore to flie to 


frequent reiterations , then violate na- | 


eure by the exceſs of any precinirancy, 
I found ſuch an inconvenience once in 
calcinating common Chryſtal , which 
while I defired to purge from irs excre- 
ments, and by long ignition co reduce 
cO its true efſence, I found borh it and 


its excremenes made into glaſs, and 


chence uſeleſs for mv pnrpoſe: for though 
Chryſtal be clear, lucid and tranſparent, 
yet in Calcinarion ir firſt emits black, 
and then violacec:us fumes, as alſo tink- 
ing andfulphnrecns odours , which ſuf- 
fictemly atteſt irs excrementirious 


earthineſs, as alſo white fames follow- 
| 10g. 


[155] : 
afrer the true Homogeneity of its 
hbftance , which remains clear and 
fuid in ſmall quantity, ill ir become 
me chryttalline Salr 3 yea, by the dura- 
ion of rheſe laſt reiterations, its 1ngratese 
fl ſent is changed intoa moſt delicate 


theſe reiterations of Calcinatiovs , two 
more conveniences do yer ariſe : 

One is, thar. the thing calcined by aſ- 
ſuefaRion ro the fire,brings ſtability and 
fbrilty ro the Medicaments, as I faid 
before, 

The other, that a body often difiob- 


ied, acquires eafie penetration, and rea- 


dy ingreffion , as alſo more potent 
firength.co change the ſtate of the patt- 
ent , from fickneſs, co ſanity z from 


toreſtanration ard perfe@ health: and 
theſe are the ordinary ways of all ſepara- 
tions, which have no cther ſcope, then 
the purging of pure ſubliances from ex- 
crements, andeleyating of their terre 
firial grofineſs to a fiery purity, and 
from impcrfetionto pertetion: Which 


Hermes hints at , when he ſays , that 


.carth muſt be ſeparated by fire, and the 


ſubcile- 


ove, like that of violets-powder, By 


weakneſs, to vigour; from declination, 
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ſubtile from the groſs ; which he ſays, 
mult be done with great care and anj 
madverſion : For when he ſpeaks of the 
preparation of the univerſal Spirir after 
its terrification, and opens the way to 
the preparation of all individuals, he 
would fignifte , chat there is ſomerhino 
in this earth , which can ſcarce be re- 
cained and conſerved; and this is a light 
and volatile ſpirit , which 1s kept by the 
remperament of fire, 

Bur on the contrary , it will eaſily flie 
away with the ſeparable and more co- 
pious yolatile part, if in the operation, 
remperate firej and a good method be 
nor uſed with much patience , where the 
Artiſt ſhonld obſerve chis rule with all 
diligence, that rhere are three diſtin& 
Sulphurs: whereof two are ſeparable, 
co Wir, the external , which periſhes by 
Calcination and Diſſolution; and the 
internal , which vaniſhes onely by de- 
coRion z and the third is fixed , which 
Is properly the Sulphur of nature , and 
the proper ſubje& of irs ſubſtance: 
whereunto Philoſophers give the name 
- Agent, Fixed-graip, or Element of 

re, 


Ag 
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As to the external Sulphur , iris thac 


{ſt volarile and aduſtible water , for ic 


þ 
c 
ſ 
) 


| 
| 


$ plainly extraneous , and the fit{t nu- 
riment of fire : bur the internal is more 
rooted 1n, and united tothe ſubſtance 
1nd therefore yields nor , fave to intent 


[2nd Continued heat: and therefore it 


:umes all colours before it egrede; be- 


|oinning firlt with black , which 1s the 


prime fign of earthineſs , aduſtion, and 
corruption , and the anteceflor of py- 
mefattion and corruption ; and then 
paſſes through other middle colours, r11l 
xt length ic pur on whiteneſs , which is 
the airy colour ; and then aſcends to a 
hery colour, or redneſs, in which the 
poxer of att, and dominion of fire, is 
terminated, and beyond which there 
Is no progreſs, 
Which thing the Poers fabnlouſly 
concealed nnder the unconſtant form 
of Proterxs, who turned himſelf into vari- 


ons monlirons forms , thar he might 
affrighr choſe rhat would captivare him. 
This variety of colours proceeds from 
the internal Sulphur, rhe true anthor 
and producer of all tinQures and varie- 
ties, which are by Natuze or Art ob- 
ſeryed 
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of che firſt univerſal SubjeR, as I haves 
bove ſaid, Thar it produced them in my 
peractons : and firit,whirenel: preſents it 
ſelf , and then Natures Sulphur appears, 
which Geber ſays is white witbont, and 
red within : for redneſs immediately 
follows this whiteneſs withour all help, 
ſave the comcinuation and angmenratt- 


on of Fire ; whence one Philoſopher 


faid, His Stone was a Gold-Ring cover- 
ed with Silver, 
I would briefly inſert theſe few words 


about colours, not thar I would preſume |: 


ro teach the preparations and obſervati> 
ons, Which I know neceſſary for the 
perfeRing of thar great and ſo much 
praiſed Philoſophers Elixir; but onely that 
I may ſhew the curious Diſciples of 
learned £Hedea, which induced by pro- 
. found and ingenious inquiſicion, feek to 
enter the ſecrets of theſe myſterious 
Phyficks,whacrSulphurs muſt bejrezeRed, 
and whar mult be retained in all chings : 
Ihope, Iſhall ſpend that time well, 
which I have ſubſtra&ed from my houſ- 
hold-affairs, If Ireſtoreapy _ 6 
pa 
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ſerved in any ſaubjeR, Theſe colours my ip 
be alſo diftinRly noted in the decogiogl 


_ 
ſpark of life, to thar languiſhing pare of 
'Ngrural Philoſophy, which envious Men 
have buried 1n che Sepnlichre of Calum- 
py, Under the od1ons title of abnſive 
| Tranſmucarion and falfifying of Metals ; 
| though ignorance onely ſtop their eyes 
{| from diſcerning this rrue myRery, which 
| they load with opprobrious contume- 
) 


lies, and injurious words 3 grounding 
their malice onely on the malicious lies 
| of impudent dullards, who run aboift 

Cities, ſell ſmoak , and obnubilace rheir 
falſe Sopbiſtications -under the coat of 
this fair Virgin 3 deceiving the eyes of 
the too credulons Commonalty with 
their pigments , and by cheir Syrenical 
and fraudulent Speeches, precipirating 
curious Inquirers into Scyila or (ha 
rrbdis, 
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Of the Spirits, aſceat 1nto Hea- 
UVer and deſcent into the 
Ea#th. 
He Almighty Creator of all things, | 
_ foreſeeine from the beginning, rhac 
infe&tion and corruption growing with 
things componnded of Body and Spirir, 
would move continual and inteſtine 
wars, heoppoſed a remedy to this dil- 
ſention; whereby the one may be con- 
ſerved, and the other not deſtroyed: 
and ſeeing the Spirit and Subſtance were 
included in a Body , andthe Body im- 
merged in corruption, it was impoſlible 
chat corruption ſhould a& upon and 
prevail over the Body, and yer the Spiric 
placed 1n both ſhould be kepr free, and 
incur no danger ; bur rather, that with 
the Body ic ſhould yield co deaths Ty- | 
ranny, which alwayes intends Natures 
deſiruRion , and the proftirncion of all 
in- 
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{ndividuals: which thing needs no proof, 
hc appears ſufficiently manifeft, from 
the natural , and ſometimes the imma- 
reepd of Animals, Vegetables and 
Minerals, which we ſee every day by 
heir corraprtion , when the Body being 
kad, the Spirit muſt undergo the ſame 
ortune ; that 1s, the vertue thar en 
ivened Ir, is annihilated 2 bur becanſe 
he prime Opificer would be admirable 
nall his works, of his meer goodneſs. 
nd love to Mankinde , who fromthe. 
heoinning he predeſtinated to be the In- 
iromenr of his Glory, and ro whom he 
nbjzeted whatever was admirable in 
the Creation ; for his Commodity, I ſay, 
he gave certain expedient Remedies, 
mhereby he might not onely purifie and 
jecfe& the things created, bur alſo, pre- 
erve and arm himſelf againſt che affaults 
of morral corruption, #4 
Knowing then, that the two parts of 
Man were one creared in another, to . 
wir, the Spirit in the Body, ana char the 
body would be continually infe&ed by 
[orruption , and by ſenſuality ,, drawn 
nd allured ro intemperance, which in- 
krs the true corruption, and weakning 


[162] 
of all the members;he foreſaw, that the 
Spirit inhabiring like a Gueſt in the Bo- 
dy » could nor be exempted from its 
contagious depravation : and we ordi- 
narily ſee, That Men given to exceſs of 
intemperance and ſenſnaliry , accuſtom 
themſelves ro ill manners, and rake 
liberty in all corruption, both of Minde 
and Spirit ; neither regarding Love nor 
Fear to God, Honor or Reſpe& to the 
World , nor Piety to rhemſelves , nor 
Charicy towards their Neighbours, $0 
that ic is impoſſhble, if they be thus 
bound to inquinations in death , but 
their Spirits muſt undergo puniſhment, 
as they have participated: of pleaſure. 

Seeing moreover, all mankinde by the 
fall of our firft Parent, obnoxious to 
death, and thence every Man inevitably 
co incur total defiruRtion and perdirion, 
he mirigated, or rather redintegrated 
this Miſery by ab admirable Remedy, 
far exceeding onr capacity 2 for knowing 
Man by his Spiric and his Body to partt- 
cipare of Heaven and of Earth, the Re- 
medy alſo he made ro partake of Heaven 
andEarth, which is competible ſolely | 
to our onely Lord , Saviour , and Re- | g 

deemer, 
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deemer, Jeſus Chriſt, who deſcended 
from Heaven into the Earth z and by a 
myſtery incomprehenſible by us and 
common ſenſe, was miraculouſly made 
Man without the abdication of his God- 
head 5 becauſe our health conld noc 
come from Earth alone, corrnprion 
reigning there : but ir was neceſſary, 
that theWater ſhould come from above, 
where the Fountain of puricy is ; he 
therefore came down, that he mighe 
dwell in us, and With us, and conclude 
us within the terms of juſtice and tem- 
perance ; regenerating us. to newneſs 
of life, by che mutation of. our Spiric 
and Body, and morrtifying in us our Cor- 
ruptions and fins, and reſtoring us to 
the ſindy of purity of vertue ; which 
could not have been effeaed ſave by 
him alone. the extream of borh Natures ; 
forhe is God-Man, that he might con- 
joyn ſuperiour with inferiour things, 
which- were diſ-joyned by che income 
parable diſtance of life and death, purity 
and corruption, | 

The Earth donbtleſfly received this 
ineſtimable treaſure far exceeding us 
meric, by a medium that cannor be com- 

M 2 pared 
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prehended,from which he again aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, by the Water of purifi- 
cation, and Fire of the Spirit, without 
- accidents and -corporal paſſions, though 
he depoſed not his Body, bur rerained 
it incortuprible and glorious, having ac- 
quiredimmortality by death ; who ſhall 
avain deſcend from his Farhers right- 
Hand;ifto the Earch, afrer the Univer- 
ſal conflagration , ro renew-the World, 
and'make a Separation berwixr the 000d 
deftined to life,and the evil condemned 
co-dearh. 

See now. how well che Omniporenc 
Father, the Father of all compaſſions, 
conlulred for Mans good ; to whoſe Bo- 
dy ; joyned with his- Soul, he gave an 
equal Preſetyer , whom he ſenr from 
Heaven, that hs might be born on Earth; 

. and whom, by the Tichr of Nature, we 
ought co ſeek. 

"Seeing Man'was therefore endued 
wich Reaſon avd Judgement , that he 
might acknowledge and comprehend his 
orear elfts : bur Man, created heavenly, 
for the indacation ot this benefir, as 
roo forgetful of his birth , lays ont that 
noble and divine L icht within him , in 

ſearching 


i 


= ELLE 
ſearching out frivolous and tranſicory 
vanities, and not inthe purſnir of ſolid 
wiidom and verity. : 

Briefly, he had ratherfollow the in- 
clination of his Terreſtrial Geniture , 
then Divine and Celeſtial Wiſdom , 
| which he neglects as a thing indifferent, 
and caſually ſent to him from above, 
Wherefore the Roor of Mankinde is as 
ic were extingniſhed before it grow our, 
(excepr ſome few who bave had better 
Stars, and more favourable Aſpects in 
their Nativity ) they deſiring the poſ- 
{:ffion of tranſicory goods, more then 
the attainment of Divine and precious 
Gifts, which our fecund Mother Na- 
cure hath publickly and in all places 
fixed, for the conſervation of life, hure, 
rather then helped, by their abundance 
immerged in mortal corruption: Andirt 
is apparent , That thoſe that are of a 
higher Spiric, thorgh they look upon the 
fulgour and ſplendor of thoſe Mundane 
Riches, as no way deſpicable ; yer rhey 
will not reſt in this ſurface , bur ſeek to 
Divine Vertue, occluded in the Centre, 
which hath indeed been cauſe of grear 
errors borh inMedicine and Philoſophy, 
= bb; M 3Z co 
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roſuch as deſticute of rrue light, groape 
at, and in che dark paſs by borh. 

Recalling then my mind co the clear 
light, by whoſe guidance we may at- 
rain thar ſalutary and beſt remedy, 
which God ordained parcicularly for the 
conſervation of mankinde, and for the 
obtaining of Celeftial benediRion ; I 


_ ſhall endeavor with all bumilicy and re- 


quilite fincerity, not as a Divine, but as 
a Diſciple of Wiſdoms followers , to 
adumbrace my conceptions in a rude 
Ryle; which the lovers of verity may 
accept gratefully , if they finde them ra- 
tional and pleaſing, 

I fay then, that all underſtanding 
communicated co'any man from man a- 
lone, is uncercain and confuſed, becauſe 
man is ordinarily loaden with igno- 
rance and flow reſolutions ; but that 
which he receives from the univerial 
Light, is clear and immoveable. For to 
know abſolutely , is to underſtand a 
thing by its firſt cauſes ; and there 1sno 
certitude in ſecond canſes, till we come 
co their oricinal : wherefore we cannot 
know the Nature of a Species, unleſs 
we foreknow its Genus , neither can 

We 
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we know the Nature of Microcoſmes 
(which are almoſt infinice)unleſs we firſt 
find our the Nature of the Macrocoſme, 
that gives them being, Man likewiſe 
cannot be known, without the prece» 
dent cognition of the world, whole effi« 
ores he 1s ; nor yer the great world, nn- 
leſs we know whence and how it was 
made : For how ſhall one know a man, 
whoſe principle is nothing bur a ſmall 
deformed mucilage ? or how ſhail a man 
know him that 1s born, unleſs he know 
thoſe that begor him? and here I mean 
not the ſecond , bur the firſt Parents, to 
wit, heaven and earth : and unleſs a 
man underſtand the firſt crearion of 
theſe, how ſhall he knowthem ? as an 
Embryo in a womb , which is nothing 
bur che congregation of a certain hu- 
monr , which is afcerwards formed to 
the example of its parents, and ſo in 
progreſs , till ir become perfe&: ſo the 
Heaven, Earth , and all that is therein, 
thar is, al] chis greaz world, is like an 
Embryoin the Chaos, whence rionecan 
have any lieht, unleſs he confider the 
firſt rudiments and progreſs of its di- 


tinRion and formation. 
_ M4 Ler 
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tain and Spring, that we may thence 
trace the rivulers that low from it, and 
know-them,, and by examples of forms 
jade of things formed, - 


I ſay rherefore,rhat the prime and ab. 


ſolute creator (who 1s as a point whence 
all proceed , andan inexhauſtible foun- 
rain Whence infinite rivulets | iflue, 
hath a Nature proper ard patticular to 
himſelf, which is ro conſerve as well ag 
produce the whole world: for ir is the 
property of a good Author, ro produce 


things ; and when he hath procreared 


them, to conſerve and defend them. 

This firſt Effe&, which is Creation, is 
a ſecret that we are i-norant of; we un- 
derſiiand it not, bur by the affinity or 
likeneſs ic hath ro generations. 

Bur che ſecond 1s open and manifeſt 
to ſuch, at leaſt, as are Uluminated, 
ele, and born of the Spirit, bur not 
to ſuch as are ſons of the fleſh, leſt pre- 
cious pearls ſhonld be trod upon, and 


» 


calt ro ſwine, 


® 1 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord hath perfe&ted 
rhe former and more excellent, and 
raught us,commanding us to imitace him 

| Ta. in 


- . Let us therefore firlt go to the Fonn- |; 
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in all good works , whereof he hath ſer 
8s an enſample:For Nature walks always 
in the ſame rraR, - and never forſakes 
her ways, As therefore the univerſal Pa- 
rent or Conſerver , conſulted by his 


{providence the commonconſervation of 


all rhings , from the beginning of the 
world: So Nature from the beginning 
had her intentions , and was always 0c» 
mpyed in continual action about pro- 
da&ions : For as it was neceſlary thar 
the ſafery of rhe Spiritual part of man 
honld deſcend from above, fo 1s ic like- 


| {viſe as neceſſary, thar the ſafery of rhe 


Body ſhonid come from the ſame Foun- 
ain , becauſe from below , where the 
kar and habiration of corruption Is, 
either life nor ſafery c2n proceed. For 
whar end do the Heavens , the perpe- 


tal Fountain of Re(tanration and Per- 
etion , by the inflvence of their yer- 
mes flow upon the Body of the Earth, 
which che benevolent Stars, with their 
tenizn AſpeRs, ſympathizing wich the 


[MiRed ſociety of mankinde, do daily 


Tracioully proſecute and affe& , butro 

nerate in her a durable and enlivening 

pirit , whick in the Womb of- this - 
cun 


* RY 
cund mother aflumes a Body , and ma. 
nifeſts and dilates its faculties throngh þ 
all the parts of che world , diſtribucing | 
them to each creature according to irg | 
exigency : and hereupon do rhe parti. | 
cular powers depend, which we muſt 
know, by their effe&s in Herbs, Beaſts, 
Stones, and other things which have þ, 
drawn cheir proprieties from this gene- 
ral Spirit, and do miraculouſly conſerve | 
us and other creatures. And as It plea- 
ſed God to enrich man with the perfe- |, 
Qion of his own Son, according to the þ 
extenſion of rhe hnmane Nature, and þ 
yet he wonld not have any one contamt- þ; 
naced with fins and iniquities, to ſeek 
remedies and health” from man, but þ 
from himſelf the crue Fountain, whience 
all perfeAion flows: ſo alſo Nature, the þy 
perfe& obſerver of the Divine will, and þt 
imitaror ofhis works , hath nor ſetled þ, 
the perfe& vertue of curation and re- þ 
flauration, in Herbs and parcicular þj 

Creatures, but would have us ſeek it þy 
preciſely in the Centre, whence this 1s | * 
communicated to Creatures , ro wit , 11 fee 
the Earth, where this enlivening Spirit þ 
is ceneraced: for if ſimples arc many A 
with | 
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ich the vertue of curing, reſtoring, nouy- 
hb ing, and conſerving how much more 
th the abundant diſpenſorof it,whence 


; the treaſury and diſpenſor of thele 
rrues, daily Experience gives us ſuf. 
$, ene reaſons 3 for ſhe muſt needs poſe 
'e fs them, elfe ſhe conld not give them, 

© | Tr is therefore admirable, tharſo ma- 
ecrevions men ſhould ſpend their 
Ine In drawing their waters from ſim- 


& tle rivulets, far removed from theic 
r ure Fountain, and cunning through a 
Q 


nddy current, and nor go to the Founs 
tins head, 
I do not in the mean time contemn 
jecial Medicaments, bur I would thar 
nerals were more ſought after, and 
wrciculars not negleed: for though 
General Medicament might ſalve eve- 
Sore, yet particulars merit commen- 
tion; eſpecially in external ſuperficiary 
iſeaſes, when che Centre of ſanity is 
t afflicted, 
That therefore I may retuen ro my 
cope , I ſay again, the Earth is the Ma- 
tix, wherein the Heavens beger that 
pirit , that Nouriſher , Reſtorer , and 
h | | Con=. 


|] theſe receive it ? but that, the Earth 
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Conſerver of Bodies, which alone give 
ſolidiry and perfe& cure : and how thigf 
ſo porenr and efficacious a Spirit ſhouldÞ 
be found and taken, all wiſe men ſhouldf 
dire& their Cogltations to to uſeful 4 
inquifition, thar they might ob/erve the 
exemplary Steps, Which Nature paces nf 
perfeQivg her intentions ; and hold this 
for a rule, though God infinicely excee-ſ} 
ding Nature ,, 1s net bound co narurlſÞ 
reaſon, no more then a Monarch totheſ 
Laws himſelf preſcribes, which yerhis|* 
ſubje&3 obſerve without inquiring whyP? 
he. preſcribed them : And who hathF 
more faichfully and ſncc2ſsfully follow: . 
ed this example, then Hermes Triſme 
2iſtus? who after the deluge, was firl 
( as ſome ſay) that opened ro men the n 
mylteries of the perfe& knowledge of : 
God, ond exaQly explicated Narures|* 
ſecrets : for befides that Anvgel-like in! 
bis Pxmandrum , he explains Divinity d 
where he manifeſts the Do&rine of theſ* 
Creation of the great and ſmall world, j 
its beginning, progreſs, and duration; 
he alfo. cominues his holy Philoſophy|* 
with the ſame handin his 4ſclepinm, de- 4 
clarivg with a ſpiric and voice prope pl 

tical, 


LOT. 

regal that the regeneration of man 
-iould be wrought by the Mediation of 
ulaþ< Son of God, indued with humane 
nab : be alſo induſtriouſly rouches the 
yyþme Scope in his Tabula Smaragdina , 
theſitere he faith, that. as all things in 
ie World were made our of one ſub- 
hiſt » by mediation of one God, (o his 
ee. Magiltery , which1s the chief and gene» 
rx] ſa] Medicine , may. be perfeQed and 
the [ompleared by adaptation onely; which 
hi. dapration 1s nothing elſe bur. a Glaſs, 
there we may ſee Divine Meditation 
ch [znigmaticaily repreſented , to ſhew 
x. {hat Nature neceflarily follows the ſteps 
1 (fher Maſter, oY 


-— 


76] He allo atrefts in-other Books , Thar 

he Author of Regeneration ſhonid de- 
offend from:Heaven, and become Man, 
e: find live among Men for their edificari- 
:n(10. He ſays alſo in his Tab#la, (which 
y,fÞc left as the laft Teftameur-and Teſtt- 
re mony of the excellency of bis rhoughts) 

Ihar this general'Spirit , che Conlerver 
1; (of Bodies, ſhall deſcend from Heaven, 
»v10 wit, from the Sun and Moon (which 
e. (i) his Pomandyum, he calls, The prin- 
e-(ipal Rulers in this Mundane Monar- 


'* chy ) 
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chy) to aſſume a Body in the Earthyec 
which he calls the Spirits Nurſe, by th 
Mediation of the Air, in whoſe Belly}: 
he ſhall be carried, becauſe the Celeſtia|pr 
- Influences cannot be communicated toſtc 
che Earth, unleſs the Air, which is like|dy 
an Incerceſlor, catry them co it: and as[ih 
che Divine Reftorer and Protector ofan 
- our Sonls, in the affumprion of fhumane|H 
Fleſh, depoſed nothing of his Diviniry, Il! 
ſo (fath he) the Univerſal Spirit ſhall re-JF1 
rain and keep/all its Vertne entire,when | 
It is turned into Earth, tharis, whenit | 
aſlames a Terreſirial Body, P 

God alſo willed his own Son,and ou | 
Redeemer, in his aſſumed Humanity, be | 
as it were regenerated by and wirh the Jje 
Warer of Baptiſm, and Fire of the Holy | 
Spirie : not that he needed any ſuch IF! 
purgation, bur becauſe he was ro con- | 
verie with Men contaminated with cor- ||| 
ruption, thac he might in all chings yield | 
himſelf an example of Renovation and [tt 
Purification 3 giving Men a viſible and ſic 
ample Teftimony , Thar, according to | 
the Fleſh, he was of che ſame Nature |Þ1 
with them : not contaminated or cor- | 
rupred, but obmoxions to paſſion , and |ty 

equally 


L, 
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thlequally mortal 'as they. 
hd In like manner , our fecund Mother 
lly(Nature » willed her firſt-born, chough 
izjpore in bis Centre, Thar he ſhould be 
roſtegenerated by Water and Fire, thar is, 
ikelby Separarion of the Terreftrial from 
4s]ihe fiery parc, the ſpifle from the ſubcile, 
offind che impure from the pure: which 
nefHermes alio aimed at, when he ſaid, 
y; [ſhat the Earch ſhould be ſeparared from 
re [Fire : for what God hath conjoyned, 
en Man ſhould nor ſeparate ; bur onely the 
i {mpure and eroſs from 'the ſubcile and 

pure by Fire, 
ur] And beſides this Senſe , which firft 
xe [offers ic ſelf ro our IntelleRs, there is 
ie 1j& another more occult meaning : for 
ly Jeeing by che Separation of Earth from 
f1 Ifire, he means , thar thar's groſs, from 
3- fibar thar % ſubrtile 3 he ſeems ro hinr, 
= [that we thould ſeparate the nacural qua- 
d [ities of cheſe two Elements, by de- 
d [rafting the moiſt frigidiry mixe wick 
d ſteavy Terreſtrial things, without which 
o [that cold cannor fubfiſt, and by purring 
e jon hor ſiccity, which is of the Nature of 
: - » and conſequencly Highr and ſpiri- 

(al, | 


} For 
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For which cauſe, - he adds, That ic 
. muſt aſcend from Earth to Heaven, thar 
is, from imperfe&ion ro perfeRion: for 
Paracel/us calls Fire the Firmament: 
and as nothing can attain perfeQion, 
unleſs ic firſt depoſe its imperteR, groſs, 
and mortal bark, wherein this cold 
quality abounds, the cauſe of all morti- 
fication, as hear 1s of life ; ſo alſo, pru- 
dent Nature obſerves this Rule , Thar 
each ſnbje&t ſhould ſuſtain and paſs 
the ob{ure blackneſs of death , and ex: 
pe the cleer and: candid renovation 
of life and immortality ; that is, im- 
paſſible efſence , whereon neither Fire 
nor corruption hath any power. And 


afſuredly, the acquiſition of rhis life by | 


death is naturally exerciſed by all Crea- 
cures continually ; for all Sperm or 
Seed of Animals is mortified in ſome 
Matrix, and of Vegetables in the Earth, 
before any ſpecification can be made, 


Bur if this rule takes place in the mem» 


bers, by how much may we more ex- 
ally obſerve, and direQly imirate it in 
che head? and if the life acquired by 
morrification , be of any duration , how 
much more ſha]l that be perpetual, 
winch 1s principal? Jelus 


nn — am me=k _ SzGwas yas N89warnr Hs (ww 


cn ua mw cans ws ao PC ——y 


m_ www oo as gas o=p 


= - 

Jeſus Chriſt raught rheſe things by fi- 
milicude of a Grain which he ſays can- 
- [nor fruQihee, unleſs it firſt die ; ſignifying 
the myltery of his ReſurreQion, which 
his Death ſhould precede : for he wil- 
led Death , that he might riſe toa glo» 
rious and perpetual Life : rhereinnor 
onely oiving example ro men, but ex- 
prefling the whole Idea of Nature, 

That divine and learned Ermite,,Mo- 
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modern and natural Philoſophers, a- 
1 vers the ſame of the fixed Grain , 
. [wherero Nature hath given power to 
- [[erfe&t Metals : for he faith, Unleſs ir 
{ [purrefie- and grow black, it cannot be 
/ [ferfefted and compleated , but returns 
- [ononghe, | 
r | Ihaveraken liberty ro ſay thus muck, 
hat T may teach he younger ſort , how 
the Creator ſhould be acknowledged 
by ſimple Creatures : and becauſe che 
Ialgaricy of Men begs this knowledge 
from remoter things ;' a&ing as they 

, who ſeck the perfe&tion of Sci- 
ences, from the Scholars of the loweft 
orm , whereas they ſhould require it 


would 


rienus Romanns, who is often quoted by 


com: the beſt A and Doors ; r 


{lt 


Es .. A 
would excite them by theſe natura] con- 
eeptions:, that they would conyert the 
principal -endowments of their Souls, 
co the ſearch of the general principle; 
and that in more exquiſite things , ſuch 
as impart bfe and preſervation to all 
mortal Creatures, | 

 Moxritication then, neceſſarily pre- 
cedes all entrance into life, and princi- 
pally inithis Spirit the'firft-born of N4- 
eure, when icrafſumeda Body + for elſe, 
no Man could ſeparate it 'from Body, | 
which hinders its Regeneration to Life, 
and Pacification of its Eflence : nov, | 
2s though by combuſticn and deſtruRi- 
on 1r'ioft its Body-in/Death, nor yer by |, 
ParrefaQion ; bur ſo, thar in Germina- | 
tion, the Purrefation of Seeds annis | 
bilares 'nor thar which iscorporified 
Inthem : for which 'catiſe, inthe Ex-| 
altion of CMerenry, or the Univerſal 
Spiric, afcer the firſt deeree,, whidtvis 
made by;Sdparation, all tfiat's corportal 
and? ſpiral becomes volatile,, becauſe 
ctie ſ\ublittacory vertue cherety ,' over? | 
comes the fixing faculty ; bur the fixed | 

. parc afterwards rerains the volatile with [þ 
if, beipe helped by the:a®1on of _— Y; 
oe EY | whic 


4a _ [179) 

1- | which augmenting the power of the two 
R | nobler Elements, deſtroyes the power 
s, | of the two weaker : which Hermes 


; | hints ar In acercain Treatiſe , by a pln- 
h | mons Bird detained with a Bird-with- 
Il | our Feathers: And N:icholaus Flumellus, 
by cewo Dragons, one with and another 
e- | without Wings, 

1- | Bur that I may not longer fold my 
a | ſelf in theſe Dzgalean Labyrinths, ſee 
&, | we not all Vecetables encreaſe, and 
, | elevate themſelves upwards by vertue of 
& | this volatile Spirit ? which, as Ifaid be- 
% | fore > would carry.chem higher rowards 
t- | the place whence ic came , whereto ir 
by | hath an appetite, but thac it is derained 


- | wherein ſome fixed matter reſides. 

ed | Bur leſt ſome, nor ſufficiently ac- 
x- |cuſtomed-to Philoſophical rerms, ſhould 
fal think we contradict our ſelves, I will 
"8 {here explicate my ſelf : I ſay cheny 
#4! [That I mean nor by rhis volatile Spixit, 
afe [that which I before called volatile and 
ſeparable' Sulphur , for char is rather 
2d khe Auchor of Corcuption then Growth ; 
ck [bur char moſt ſimple part of the primzve 
C; [Vapour , which neyer loſes Its jubrily, 
ch N 2 whoſe 
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whoſe Nature is co be elevated , and 
cend ro perfeRtion ; for to ſnblimare, 
| is properly and Philoſophically, no 
more then to perfeR and exalt matters 


from imperfe&ion to perfetion. As 


therefore this Mercury hath an eleve- 
ble; ſo hath ir a ſtable ſubſtance ; the 
firſt is naturally innate in it ; the ſecond 


is in its centre or power, yet It cannot | 


compaſs irs effe& without the help of 
Arc. And that I may ſhew moreplain- 


ly, in what ways Natnre proceeds in her 
operations, I think it convenient toadd. 


2 lictle about the cauſes and manner of 
Fixawon. 

Repeating therefore that indubicable 
Axiome IE alledged in the beginning of 
this Book, as perpetually obſerved in 
the Worlds Conftirucion, to wit , That 
all chat hath life, hath alſo ſome durath 
on; and that nothing is produced under 
the cope of Heaven, 'which hath nor 
ſome kinde of life jm ir : I ſay, rhar this 
Duration muſt be wrought by Conlſer- 


vation to Perpetuity : for Perpetuation 


is the ſcope of Nature; ſeeing it is the 
endeayour of every good Optficer, to 


preſerve the work of his hands, alli 


be 


A frass fd & GY ay mu oo. 
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be corrupted by the injury of time; or 
the light of ics life extinguiſhed by che 


cold aſhes of death, to whole feer all 
things neceſſarily proſtrate chemſelyes , 


by this inevitable law, That whatſoever 
hath beginning, mult alſo have an end. 
For if all things ſhould remain in their 
firſt extream , thar is, in their begin» 
ving, wichouc progreſs to their ſecond 


| extream, thar is, their death, all chings 


had yer been lefc in their Chaos ; or 


| rather, nothing would have confiſted in 
{its being ; and che principles of all ſub- 
[jets were uſeleſs, and defiruttive to 


themlelves, 

Nature therefore, to eſchew theſe in- 
conveniences, obſerves the ſaid order 
and progreſs of things , exiſting in con- 
tinual a&tion and motion, thar is, con- 
ſervation, and perperuation. 

And now, that which extends life, 
or conſerves it, cannot ſublilt againſt the 


. | force of deſiraQion , without ſome fixa- 


tion and conſtancy ; and this conſerva- 
tive efſence, is iv ſome more fixed then 


in others ; whence they are alſo of a 


longer and more durable life , and more 
difficultly deſtroyed and mortified z as 2 
N 3 Hare 


| [182] 
Hare and, Crow, amoneſt animals; an 
Oak, amongſt Plants ; and Gol d,amoneſt 
Minerals: and chis happens by rhe more 
equal and digeited commixtion of Ele- 
ments *'{o that death, whoſe property it 
is todivide and disjoyn, cannot ſo eafily 
enter theſe compounds , as being firmly 
nviced and well digeſted ; and by how 
much Bodies are more firm thns, by fo 
much they are leſs ſubje& to the acci- 
dents of mortal corruption. 
' But Nature being nor able cf her ſelf 
to attain this perfe&ion of union and 
digeſtion, cannot rotalliy and finally ſave 
and preſerve Bodies from deſtrnRion , 
but the induſtry of Art (though Arr of 
i ſelf be nothing wichone Nature) imita- 
tins her in rheſe things, exceeds hier in 
the proper courſe of her own ways : for | 
obſerving thar conſervation and prolon- 
eation of life; is attainable by ſome- 
thing rending to fixation, which muſt 
be effeRed by union and digeſtion {for 
nothing can be fixed but whar is: Ho- 
mogeneous , andof: one Nature?) rhe 
Arriſt labours, thar he may find onr the 
thing char is Hxable; and deduce it ro 
perfeR fixation ;' which he doth by the 
fa _ ame 
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ſame Ways, order and- operation that {| 
Nature uſes,. to wit, by-ſeparating ex- * 


traneous , and uniting. Homogeneous 
parts , Which he abſolves by long- and 
_——_ digeſtion of rhe rhings nni- 
fedk, | ll 

But becauſe irc 15 impoſlible for him 
co ſeparate or extra& this from indivi- 
dual and ſpecitical Bodies, becauſe of 
their firmer union and' more compa& 
digeſtion , he is glad to ſeek it in the 
bowels of the Earch, whence all things 
proceed : forto extra& ir entire and ab=- 
ſolurely vertuous from: another place, 


were a work of no profit , and impoſſi- 


ble; and to think how ir may be made 
perfe&t, is a labour borh long and du- 
bious :' whence the Poer ſaid well, © 


Hic frue nullibi illud eſt quod querimus. 


Here or nowhere 15 that we ſeek, 


. And they are doubtleſly deceived, 
who following crooked and by-paths, 
Rick in the common fignification and 
rind of Philoſophical words , and findy 
' nor to find ont the lively maxrow of 
| N4 cheir 


,-t 
;£ 


gue. 3 
their intentions : They ſhould there. 
fore ſacrifice firſt ro the infernal Queen; 
for there is the Fountain and Spring of 
all chings. | 

Wiſe men begin their works from the 


root, and not from the branches ; chu- 


fing,.as DoRor Bacos ſaith , to congea| 
the thing that Nature begun her firſ 
operations abour, by a proportionate 
mixtion, and union of pure living AMey- 
&%ry , With a like quanticy of Sulphur, 
inco one Maſs: Oh holy words!where» 
in this good Anglian, or rather Angel, 
clearly depinged rhar>one and true 
mater, whereof all Philoſophers have 
wric Volumes under divers figures and 
Enigmarical Fables ; not becauſe they 


would maliciouſly hide ic , bur keep - 


the priviledge of this knowledge for 
learned and pions Men , who by con« 
rinual findy and laborious experience 

finde and adorn ir. | 
But left I ſhonld move ſome maſters 
ro ſuſpe& char I alledge this place ig- 
norantly, and underſtand it inproper- 
Iy , I would have them know, that by 
that matter which Bacoz {o ingeniouſly 
repreſents, I mean the univerſal Spiric 
where= 
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whereofTrtreat,; and likewiſe,thar I pur 
a difference becween the Father and the 
Son ; or the Genirorgand him that's Ge- 
erated z or the Producer, , and him 
that is Produced: neither need I bluſh 


jto ſay, thar I knowthe one as well as 


the other : For the Philoſopher here 
would have ſuch enquire after the con- 
fetion of the Philoſophers Stone, to 
ſeek the principle of Minerals ; and he 
paints our rhe firſt marterof Merals,pre- 
pared , compounded, and ſpecified by 
Nature, 

Bur Icrear of firſt matter nor yer {pe- 


the firſt matter of this firſt matcer of 
Metals, or the moſt general Genus, fo 


much celebraced by Raymundus Lullins ; 
| [bac I uſed this ſenrence for example and 


uchoricies ſake, yer ſoas no abſurdity 
larks cherein : for the univerſal Spirit 
is che common Parent of Mercury and 
Sulphur , contained and proportionated 
by Nature , in this one Philoſophical 
ſabjeR. 


Buc I would have the curious Artiſt 
confider two things : firſt, that by ſub- 


Nature 


cified , which may be properly called 


tile imagination he chuſe an enlivening. | 


{H4th 
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Nature , apt for the cqnſervation. of all | 
Bodies z the other, that he chule a thigs 
which of it ſelf can enliven, and rege- 
nerates. Yer I weuld not -havehimto | 
two different & ſeparared Matters, chuſe | 
the one Agent, - andthe orher Patient; | 
bur onely-one, that may at once be of | 
vertue to enliven, and ro be enlivened;” | 
As to ative Vivilication, I have ſaid | 
. enoneh ; bur as to the Paſlwe , I fay, | 
Thar every Principle hath ics Ortzimal | 
from ir ſelf: For if it ſhould have it elfe- | 
where, it were no Principle ; and white | 
It gives being to others, it mult neceſ- ] 
farily, whilſt it generates them , draw 
from it ſelf reſtanration, and perpert- 
al plenitude : wherefore it 1s in conti- 
rual ation and motion towards vivi- 
fication; whereby its deſtruRion 1s hin- | 
dred; for it will never forſake ir ſelf: and 
it hath motion in and from 1r ſelf; which 
Macrobirs alſo diſpmted in his Comment 
upon Scipio's dream , diſcourſing on the 
ſoul of man , though I think his diſcourſe 
may be better apted to the Soul or Spt- 
ric of the world, which is my ſubjeR, 
I will therefore borrow this from his 
Arsnments: Whatſover is moved wy - | 
4 | e 


ES 
all felf,is the beginning of motion, and lives 
1Bo.continually 3 and that that lives conti- 
2» Inually cannot be enlivened bur from ic 
£0 [elf , it is therefore vivificable : bur the 
ple [$piric of che world is fuch , becauſe ir 
t; [hath irs ſeat in che Earth, ro convert ic 
of [ſelf into Earth, wherein,as Hermes right- 
\ [ly,all it vertnes,aQtions and qualities re- 
td jmain entire : it followes alſo, ſeeing ir 
y, [is vital, that ic reaſſumes life, reſtoring 
al jit ſelf by irs own proper power : we find 
& [the ſame alſo in chis univerſal Mercury, 
fe [which is always nouriſhed , and reſto- 
f- Iredin its Myne ; fo that if by any means 
W fit be extracted, it always grows to the 
- [ſame form whereof 1r was before, and 
- | whereſoever ir is caſt,there will be plen- 
E [ty of iralways after. | 

'- | Not as if it were generated of the 
d |Earth, but in the Earth , through whoſe 
ft [parts it creeps, extending It felf con- 
t | tinnally by mniripiication and vegerati- 
e | on, which the Ancients denote by the 
e | Serpertir, which Moſes lays creeps on the 
- | Earrti,% feeds it ſelf on the duſt thereof ; 
and this cauſed the {abalts ro call him 
$ | the prince of Sepulchres, becauſe he de- 
; yours and conſumes the Bodies there 
| | inters 


| [198] | 
interred; not that dead Bodies , or the| 
earth,are his alimencs,buc only che ſears | 
where he is fed and nouriſhed, This | 
is che place where he is moved, turn- 
ed, and twines wichout ceaſing ; where- 
of CMedea admoniſhes Faſo» , where 
fhe ſays (in Epiſt, Heroid. Ovidii) 


Pervigal ecce draco ſquemy crepitantibus borrew, 
Sibilat & torto peflore verrit Lumum, 


Lo here the Dragon with his horrid Scale, 

Doth watch , and hiſs , and plow the very 

| dales, 

Which Rythmes 2 Frebch Author thus 
expreſſes, 


Poy le dragon veillant de furcut ſorcene 
24 d*eſcaile crugaten ale corps entourne, 
Pont le gofcer fifflant ſumee & few deſerre 
Et qui par vep!ts lors wa baliant laterre 

De ſa large poilrine en la poudre unprimant 
Les ſineusx fiattans qufil trace neeſſament. 


Behold the ſcaly ſwelling Dragon lurking, ' 
Who always liſtens with 4 watchful ear(here 
Wo knits his brows,aud never ſhuts his eyes 
But him that ſees his cuſt towones, teeth a> 
frights 

With 
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Wh horror ; whoſe wide throat emits ſuch 


(flames, 


As do infeft the Air with blackeſt fumes : 


Behold his many twinings, which be deep 

Impreſſes inthe earth, whilſt he doth creep, 

And plough the ground with hx broad breſt, 
| (whilſt he 


Returns in the ſame traft continnally, 


not onely to ſhew how Mercury muſt 
be ſought, but alſo co confirme, thar 
chat which is fixable 1n it, is nothing elſe 
bur the enlivening efſence , which 
fixed in:due manner , perperuates and 
keeps lifein all chings it enters + by its 


purity expelling Excrements, and by its 


perfe&ion , perfeaing imperfeR things. 
The end of Fixation, both nacnral and 
artificial, is Perperuation and Conferva- 
tion, which are cffeed by the Media- 
tion of that TinQure which AMercary 
acquires by this Fixation : for that Tin- 
Aure is Life, and Life is nothing elſe buc 
that which opens and colours the Body 
with ſuch'a TinQure , as ſhews it to be 


vital, andperiſhes with irs death, 


Nature therefore colours Blood , 
where» 


I adduce theſe rwo Confiderations, - 


OT © 
wheres. life conſfits, with a red Tin- 
Qure : and when the Blood is clearer, 
and mote livelyred, the Body is more 
ſound, fair and vigorous : as On the 
contrary , When the Blood is denſe, 
black, aduſt with choler, or changed 
into a falſe colour , the Body is pained 
and ſick within, and by diſcoloration 
gives Teſtimony thereof withour, 

We may oblerye the ſame in Vege» 
tables, whole lively vigour confilts in 
greenneſs , Which being changed , we 


ſay 1c is turing or declining towards | 


death, The perfe&ion alſo , or im- 


perfe&tion of Metals, is diſcernable by | 


their colours, : Gold is indued with 
a megnerical verrne, which by the ſplen- 
dent fulgor of its tinQure, draws man's 
earth afrer ic.: in which Nature ſpends 
all her forces , bur leaves the victory to 
Arrs ifdultry , which by graduation to 
the.haight, which ir adds to its natural 
iplendor, makes ic far more fulgent; 
1nſomnch rhac it's called the Terreſtrial 
'Sun. = 

An Arrift then may exalc the golden 
colour rorhe heighr'of obſcure redneſs; 
by which augmentation , m—_— 

| etals 


- Ys 


| 


Iicks, 
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Merals ina-certatin degree, may, by 
projection of this arrifictal Tin $ure, be 
bronghr ro the height of perfeion , 
ſo that we ſee rhis golden colour in- 
rroduced . by Nature into this Me- 
tal, is onely the way 'to that, redneſs, 
wherein 'the completion 'of perfe& 
Vertue lies : for which canſe, this Me- 
tal, though farcexcelling others, can 
communicate. iio iperfe&tion nor con- 
ſervation ro: humane Bodies, 'as athou- 
land Jugglers. and Sluggards in Phy- 
promite :by their Sophiſtical Fu- 
fons, and Phanraftical CopteRions, 
Bur if more curions Artiſts work 
pon 'this :{ubje&, they 'may :make 1c 
acquire ſuch' a :degree - of inſeparable 
redneſs, 'thar'by the excets of its heat, 
it ſhall work: miracles , andyer.it ſhall 
conſame:noching- bur ſuperfluicies, and 
ſhall conſerve :and :multiply rhe ſnb- 
ftanceof Bodies ; 'thoughiPh1loſophers 
fay , That'irgheat as much exceeds our 


| common fireszas commonfires domnate 


Paracelpu:in its Treatite of "Tin- 
Qures , exrols 'thar highly. which -1s 
exrracted cont 'of Gold by Spirir of 

Wane, 


Ri WG 
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————_ 
"Wane, and attributes many ſingular 


Vertues to it, as alſo ro thar that's made | 
of Antimony and Coral ; before which, Fi 
he yer ſeems ro prefer the TinQure of | 
eMcreury, which he fays may. by per- þ 


te& Fixation, be brought wholly to a 


Tin&ure, {o that it will penetrate Bo. | 
_ dies, becauſe of irs moſt tubrile puriry 5 by 
where I think , he means nor that yul. | 
/, /\ gar, but Philoſophical CMercary, where» | 
in Arr, perfefing Nature, hath wrought hp! 
theſe two <ffeas, ro wit, perfe& Tin- þ; 


Qure, and complear Fixation, 


Tin&ure then in proper locution, is hjj 


the pure ſubſtance of things; and Body 
!s nothing bur an Excrement : which 
is alſo manifeſt , in that Bodles, after 


che Separation of their Tin&ure,: are þ 
uſeleſs, withour vertue , and corrvpti- If 
ble 3 no otherwiſe then a carcaſe with j 


our life, colonr or morion, 


TinQure may then be called the 
icope of Fixation, it attaining by its þ 
permanency in fire, a conſervative fa- | 


culty in thoſe Bodies to which it is ap- 
plied, Bur the manner of atraining 


chis degree of Fixation , in which the | 


Completion of. the whole work con- 


fiſts 


: 
jo! 
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fs, is noother, then that fugitive and 
e jiohr things be prudently kept inthe 
, fire, thar they may be -bronehr into 
f fſuefaRtion with ic, that they may 
- {dure moſt violent heat. And for 
tis cauſe, good Authors commend 
Patience £o their Diſciples, as proceed- 
pe from God ; bur Precipitancygas from 
l Devil, 1 | 2 
- | Take this for an infallible Rule, That 
 Ivleſs Calcination-go before, nothing 
21n be fixed $g and that this ſhonld be 
bne, by conjJoyning the fixable Spirit 
nth ſomerhing of a convenient Na- 
ure, thar may retain it in the Fire of 
Icination , chat by this means it may 
cuſtome ir co ſuſtain hear by lictle, call 
[can endure the ultimate augmentation 
f Fire,which infers Fixation, And the 
Reaſon why we muſt proceed with ſnch 
(ſcretion, is, becanſe, if we ſhonld roo 
dily precipirace this operation, the 
pecial Spiricualiryy which is the Mother 
f this TinAure, wonld flie away , and 
kave the Body without any impreſiion 
t che tingent Vertne 3 {o that a new 
picic muſt of neceſſity be given £o 


his dead Head , before rhe deſired co- 
O lour 


[ 
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"Jour can be introdiiced, which is on 
of the Secrets of this Chymical Art : form 
Ic is the Spirit, and no other thing, th 
colours by mediation of Fire ; and thi 
TivAure compleated and exalted i 
our CMercyry, ſhould be elevaredro th 
heighc of perfeQion; that, as Hermer|; 
ſpeaks, it may aſcend into Heaven ; andjj 
when ic hath ſuſtained all morral cor-g 
ments, receive a new life ; thar is, after 
it hath paſſed che darkſome firairs off, 
Putrefaftion , ir may be elevated to ahh 
Reſurre&ion, by the Ablation of all 
mortiferons and corruptive Accidents, 
And thus it will attain che height of 
perfe&ion, which is effefed by Separt- 
tion of Earth from Fire, the ſubtile from; 
the ſpits ; and by Fixation of its purged 
part by gradual hear, | 
Bur thac I may ſpeak without am- 
bages and doubts, This aſcent into Heas F; 
ven (which is the Sublimation and Ex» 
alracion of irs parts ro perfeHion) can- 
not be effeRed , unleſs Separation and |. 
Parification go before, and give place to } 
Fixation, as to the ſcope and ultimate 
endof Art. 
And here note, That this is done for 
wo 


[195 ; 
two ends : one ls, Thatthe Tin&ure 


ofmay be perperuared ; the other, Thar 


the volacile and combuſtile Sulphur of 


iighe Mercury, may be ſeparated and 
Ithxtrated; which cannor be effe&ed,buc 
heby che long and continual aRion of 
efFire 2 andrhis Fire muſt be regular, leſt 
ddhiolent precipitation in the beginning, 
-make the pure Spirit of £Mercwry, not 
Chet fixed,to aſcend : which Comes Trevi= 
Mims hints at,ſaying, That Writers differ 
&bour the ſtructure of che Fire, though 
ll they all aim ar one and the ſame ſcope, 
Sho wit, That ic ſhould be ſo made, that 
he fugicive Spirit ſhonld|flie away , 
&- before the perſequent ſuffered any ching 
mn from the Fire; chat is, rhat che ſpiricua 

ſhonld not leave the corporal , 
Ibrough the ardour of the Fire, whicl 


ice, diſcreetly applied, in irs ſeveral 

rees; wherein the whiole of this Arc 

tonliſts, ; 

- Bur ſome may ſay, If Fixation in the 

ire communicate Permanency to this 

etraring ſubriley , how ſhall ic after- 

ards be ſublimared ? 

Let ſach take waxen Wings , and they 
O3 Qa)l 


ould fix it by the ation of common 


__ ifng6] 
ſhall ſee, -rhat'they will have a minde}, 
toflie from this Priſon, the Earrh : Buel 
they mnſt minde, leſt aſcending roo 
high , the Sun melt cheir Wings , and]. 
borncheir Feathers, andſo.precipicate]: 
theminto the Sea. But letthem imitare 
Wiſe Dedalus,. who held the mean be-| 
ewizt two'extreams , becaule, if he had}, 
flown too low\,.' the Water-would havel; 
toaden his Wings g if roo high, che Sun} 
would have'inelted his Wax. Ir was 
the impatience and blinde defire /carus. 
had of overcoming Dedaluythat wronghc]; 
his ruine, '*/ -- CLE: 32760 

- And whence came Phaztor's perni-| 
cious ruine,-when he would govern the 
San, - but that. he thought himſelf more}, 


ye OK 97. mw 

- Run where chow ſer the marks that [ have 
made 
co w; th chef ſame wheel andthas chow. waiſt 


F ' (evade 
Ue!The danger of burning Heaven z'Sea, or 
re (Earthy 
e-|Flie not too high g mor a fort down be- 
ad|, . (neath 
Th tralt . - hos if too: hi 7 You ſoar, you'll 
| fire 
D 


The Heavens; ; if too ws the Earth you'll 
(move with ire ; 
, | Leep then the meangds ſafeſt, in your ore. 


il Bute the recication of theſe, Ovidian 
elVerſes, are not enough , though they 
5 de moſt erue, according ta the Opinion 
?Jof rhe Ancients; I will rather explicate 
their intention folded up inthe Coar of 
-Itheir Fables; ſeeing thoſe onely ſerve co 
-]be expert. in this Are. : - 

Let :the curious then know-;; Thac 
, ; [when Hermes ſays this thing muki aſcend. 
into Heaven, and again deſcend io the: 


{Earch, andiacquire the verme of baths: 
lhe means not that the matter ſhould. 
4 Re: —_ to the top of the Veſlel, 
&3 =» 


. & I'9 d] 
buc onely thar it 
rer perfeR fixation, fome ſpiritual por 


is neceſſary , thar af. 


ſi 


tion be applied to it, whereby it may{y 
bediflolved,and become alrogether ſpi-jx 
ricnal; leaving its Terreftrial confitence, |p 
and afſuming an acry Nature , which is |þ 
the Philoſophers Heaven ; and when ic| 
hath reached chis fimpliciry , be again |, 


coaeulared and reduced to Earth, bya 


new co&ion effe&ed by the ſame de- 
gree of heat, till che Body ſo imbrace the 
Spirit , thar they become one Iincorpo- 
rated, and by this means acquire a Ce- 


leſtial ſubriity, and a Terreſtrial fixas 


tion. 

And that we may always note Natures 
ways ; If this [cars cannot totally ele- 
vate himſelf, he mult reſartiare his 


wings, by putring to new wax, new fea- | 
chers ; that 15,by reicerarted difſolncions, 
which the Maſters of this Ari fo oft re- | 
peat, that they ſeem importunare roall |y 


ſuch as underſtand nor the conſequence 
of this reperition , which yer is onely, 


that things might be better unl- 


ted, being mixed by their leaſt parti- | 
Cles ; which none can effe& withour the 
purificaticn both of che Body and Spirit, 
SY -Q keep» 


it 
, 


IK 
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afiteeping the Spiric yolacile from all Ter- 
Drs) reſtrial woes , and the Body from 
ay/all incernal Dregs, during this fixation : 
l-/Theſe things then aſcend into heaven by 
e,[Difſolutions , and deſcend ro the Earth 
IS |by congelations. | | 
i This Body then glorified, will af- 
In ſcend into Heaven upon the wings of 
2 jts Spirit , and in the ſame perfe&ion 
= oain deſcend tothe Earth , to ſeparate 
e jvood fromevil, and preſerve the one 
- {bt deſtroy the other : thatis, what Bo- 
dies ſoever it enters, it ejeQs their im- 
puricies, and conſerves cheir purer ſub- 
tance ; for reicerared ſolutions and fix- 
5 tions, cave it power to enter Bodies. 
* (This Hermaphroditical youg man, and his 
$ Velicate Salmacis , maſt be waſhed in a 
* Fonncain, that they may embrace each 
other ; and Salmaci burning in love,lay, 
* When ſhall the rime come, that this fair 
| Yong man ſhall never: be ſeparated 
" from me , nor 1 from him , and thar our 
ztnal loyes may perpernare their con- 
jan&Aion in feliciry, that ſo theſe rwo 
| Bodies may have one heart and one face? 
| and then we muſt take: care, thar rhe 
Itaxd Delos remain” immoveable, 
1/40 | O4 chat 


(; 
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that Apollo: and: Diana z whom: Latona| 
there brought forth, may be both Gayed |. 


in that place. This fable denotes no- 
rhivg, bur that che diflolved mater, 
wherein the Philoſophers {nn and moon 

is contained, ſhould again be congealed 
and fixed. | 


.. I wonld not have my Reader imagine, | 


thar he ſhall in this Book finde the rich 
Mines of Pers, to ſatiate his avarice,and | 
make him rich: wichal ; thongh I have | 
Mfficiently demonſtrated in ſeveral pla- | 
ces,to men that have their eyes in their | 
heads , that the way to theſe riches : 
is not unknown to me. Yer I will nor | 
caſily:'be perſwaded to undertake ſo 
long ajourney , for certain reaſons, not 
unlike rhoie - rhat held Treviſavz two | 


years from rhis enterpriſe, after he had 
£0t the perfe&t knowledge of this Ma- * 
giſtery, -Onely, T have in my minde de- | 
termined to ratifie thar. moſt precious | 
confeftion, ortrather aneſtiimable rrea- | 
4ure, which benign Natnre prves for the 
inſtentation an#prolongation of mans | 
'bfe, who: from God received 'Pravis | 
led2mto be mans ProreRor;; which 1 


:nndernake, ourof anhononrable dents 
LITE Y £l at 
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chat T may by my induſtry advance the 


| publike good , when the favorable Star 


of experience hath led metro my ſecure 


Porc,which I would willingly impart co 


curious Men : For Ihave 1o ſucceſsfally 


| elaborared this Univerſal Spiric, char 
with a ſmall quantity , T have reftored 


above a hundred men, conſumed with 


h | different Diſeaſes, to ſanity : and doubr- 


leſs many excellent wits would have 
penetrared deeper into this obſcure 


| and devious Wood , bur that ſeeing ic 
| filled with horrid Monſters, they have 
been ſo confounded, as to leave this pe- 
| rillons Path, and forſake their enter-. 


priſe. 2 = 

As Poliphilus hath by a moſt ingent- 
ous pencil exprefled ; whoſe generons 
and undaunted courage, fleighting thoſe 
common terrors, hath efte&ed ſo mnch, 
char both the ſides of this black, dark 
Word, lay open 'to light , and by 
whoſe manadu@ion you may, notwith- 
ſanding all obſtacles, arrive ſafe and 
and ſound at the delicious and grateful 
habicarion of Lady Po/ia, {hur up in the 
rich Temple of Ya. . h 

This I can aſſert fortdubirable,.zbart 


rhe 


n 
4 fv 6 
+4 5 : \ 
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the way he held is open to all ; but all 


have nocthar Ariadne*s Clew that he had, ' 
ro extricate himſelf ouc of this laby- | 
rinth ; neither is every one a Theſeu, 


that he can overcome the Minotaure, 


It is certain thar Nature , like a lo- | 


ving Mother, propoſes and offers this 
precious Treaſure of life ro all ; and that 
God our Univerſal Father, keeps open 
the Gate of this farall Cavern, for the 
commodity of all men: for the deſcenc 
co Hell is eafie g bur then again, co aſ- 
| cend to Heaven , bis labor, hoc opus eff - 
Stay coach-man, here's a ſtraw, 

Firſt chen, tharſplendent Branch, De- 
dicared to the infernal J#»o, muſt be 
found ont,of which Y;+g:/ writes, 


Accipe que peragenda prins, latet arboye opate 

Aureus & foliis & lento vim inc ramus 

Funoni inferne diflus ſacer, hunc tegit omnis 

Lacus, & objcuris claydunt convallibus umbre, 

Sed non ante datur tellures operta ſubire, 

Auticomos quam quis decerpſerit arboye fetus. 

Hot fibi pulchra ſwum ferii Proſerpina munus 

Inflitzit, primo acculſo non deficit alter 

Aurens & femili frondeſcit virea metalls. 

Ergo alve veſtia ocults, & rite reperium 

Carpe manu; namg; ille volens faciliſq; ſequetut 
Ss te fats vocant, aliter non viribus wllis 

Vixcere, nec duro pateris convellere ferro. - 


Firſt 
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| Firſt ſee what you wrt do : the golden tree 
| Whichto th infernal June we decree, 


| Lies hid under 4 grove in a deep vale ; 


| And now you may not paſs within the pale 

| Of eV Exrths deep Cabinet until you have 

| Snatch'd from this tree ber off-ſpringgwhich 
| : 80 grave 
| Proſerpina you muſt preſent : the tres 

| That gave this fruit, will not long fruitleſs 


-:1 (be: 


| For loe, another golden off-ſpring follows 3 


[4 FF then 
| Fix your eyes here, and in your hand retain 
| What you do finde-: if th* fates do favour 
| 8 WoWwy 
To vanquiſh , but if not, no force will do, 


| Tf therefore Nature be ſollicitous in 
| hiding cheſe things, Igſt chey ſhould 
| be indifferently proſirared to all, or 
| Hogs get to the hone-pots , no wonder 
| If Ancient and Modern Philoſophers, 
| have invented ſo many znigmarical Fi- 
oures, and hidden Fables, to cover and 


| well enongh , thar ceremonious Na- 


| rnre, wonld never have hid her ſelf Bo 
oF 


| cloachchis Science wich ; For they know 
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der ſo many different Forms and Spe- | 


cies, bur. have' appeared naked, bat ' 


that her Venerable Secters would there. 
by incur:that contempr ,. which alway 


accompanies common things,: - - 


h, % + 
© , 


For-which cauſe: I: alto in this'Tres- 


. tile uſe che ſame 'Salennity and Tacicuc- | 


nity ,. Jeſt I ſhould undergo the ſame | 
peril cher: he did, : who publiſhed. che - 


Myſteries 'of the- Elyſian- Goddefles., 
which ſhould have been kept Secret and 
Ciaſte, and not like-common Harlots 
expoſed to publike abuſe: And whe- 
ther: 'I:- have ſpoken: conveniently 
to my own purpoſe,:'or| no, ſuch as 
have made progreſs in this ſearch , may 
 betrerqudee : for experience 1s rhe belt 
Dame, | 
- Inthe mean time, Thope none Will 
give 2 hard interpretation', 'or 'pals a 
bad ſentence on- me; becanſe I have 
compared Natural 'and Chymical ope- 
rations-,. with Divine and Chriſtian 
Myſteries 4 wherewirh they have: ſome 
conformity :: For by chis' application, T 
have no'way profaned them, bur-rather 
.Celebrared rhicir Excellences, and poin- 
rediat char greir" care and teſtimony of 
2 | Our 
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| our Crain; in" racking the ſafety 

| both of Body and. Soul cooether. 
Which -reaſon-movyed one Author, ſo 
| thar he wrote, char the true Chymifiry, 
| which ot gt calls Spagiry , follows 
| the Goſpel foot _ becauſe by the 

r 


| help of Flis and fire, Nature exerts her 
| moſt - potenr- fachliies ; which! Anticnt 


| Philoſophers, as Brachmanniu, Gymno- 
' Jophifters,, and all the Eg gyprians, infinu- 


| atein their Theology. 

| Forall the Magick of Pacaniim, and 

| all che fables of Poers, cionifie no more 
' then what this Book Trears of 3 which 
| the moſt Fearnedand fſubcile Braceſeus 
| diligently examined ;- though enyious 


| Toladanus writes the conerary,, after he 


| was deceived tn an experiment in this 
' Art, which he chought he had wrefted 
| from him by his imporrunity , believing 
| that the ſpume of: Tron was the Philo- 
| ſophers Mercury, becauſe he afferted 


| thatir Wageme#Red our of a vile Macter, 
| of ſmall ptice ,: which- was caft imroche 


| ſixeers ; not 'obferiing, tha "the diſ- 


| creet. Maſters of this Art, cloath their 


| Marter with ftirange Veſtments, calling 


[ them byall the names of Mcrals » Indiſ- 
crimt- 
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criminately, and yer without the leaſt 
fraud : for he thac knows this matter, 
knows alſo, that ic contains the ſeyen 
Metals in ir. 

Andi would gladly know , whether 
they think Coſmopolita meant of the 
vuloar'Steel, when he fayes, That 
Neptune ſhewed him nnder one Rock, 
two Mynes, the one of Gold, the other 
of Steel: 

The Man was too plain, to harbour 


ſuch frivolous conceirs 2: but he vamed 


his matter thus , becauſe of the confor- 
mity with poliſhed Steel, And Braceſ- 
c had played the parc of a Fool,and nor 
a Philoſopher, if he had in one momenc 
opened the whole myltery of his Se- 
ccet, in the acquiring whereof he had 
- ſpent rwo thirds of his 
ife, | 
Bue thar I may aad ſomething cothe 
explication of theſe Mythologies , do 
. we not plainly ſee, Thar that ancient 
| Demogorgon, the Parent of all the gods, 
or rather of all the Members of che 
| World, which, chey ſay, inhabirs the 
Centre of the Earth, covered witha 
oreen and ferruginous Coar , — 
| C 
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- 


| {.20 
all kindes of Animals , is nothing elſe 


| | bur the univerſal Spirir, which by God's 


| command produced the Heaven our of 


af «Ads av £3 ear Ras, _ 


| the Chaos, with the Elements and all 


chings therein , which ic always hither- 
to ſuſtains and enlivens ? foritcruely 
cook up its Habication in the middle of 
the Earth , as we have declared in che 
beginning of this Book, where it firs 


| as it were inits Throne ; and thence, 
| as from the Heart of ſome great Body, 


and Seat of Life uniyerſal, animates and 
nouriſhes all things : and that green and 
ferruginous Coat , is nothing bur the 
ſurface of the Earth, which 1s of a 
blackiſh and Iron-colour , decked and 
variecared with divers coloured Herbs 
and Flowers, 


. 


® *. 
2a 


Virgil, perfeRly 5killed in all theſe 
| myſtical Secrers,called this Spitic or Soul 


' of the World, Jupiter ; whom his Pa- 


| orer Dametra invokes , . In his thicd 
| Eclocue, beczuſe, as he faith, all things 
| arefullof him. And Pay, thatgod of 
| the Woods, worſhipped by Shepherds, 
| 1s raken for rhe ſame *». for befides thar 
| this word Pax ſignifies All, heis alſo 

| made the God of the Woods, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe the.Greeks, for the Governour 
theredvf, worſhipped the Chaos, which 
rhey-orherwiſe call Hy/e, that is, a 
Wood. .Orphens beipeaks Pay thus : 


Parte fort te ſubtile, Pentier, Paniverſel, 
Tout airy 161! eau, tout terre, & tout ſeummoitel, 
ui ſeeds avec le temps dedans un throne meme 
Au regne inferiewt, au moyen, au ſupreme. 
Concevant. engendrant, produ;ſant, gardant tout, 
Principe en tout, de tout, qui de tout viens 4 bout, 
Germe du feu, de Vair, delaterre, de Þ onde, 
Grand efprit avivant tous les membres du monde, 
 Ruiuas dutout en tout les natures changeant 
Pow ame univerſelle entous corps te logeant 
Anſquels tu donne eftre, & mouri-ment & vie 
Promunt par mille efſedts ta puiſſance infinit. 


Pan ſtrong and ſubtile, great and gentral, 
That art both Fire, Air, Earth, Water, and 
WR | ( all; 
That raign'ft alwayes, and over every 
6 ( thing ; 
Getting, conceiving, bearing, and keeping 
| #hatere beginning had, or have an end; _ 
That Art, both Tree and Fruit , both. Foe 
CE he = (wndFriend; 
The Spirit that doeth binde the worlds parts, 
That penetrates all Natures, and imparts 
: | Both 


1 


« 
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Both life and motion, power to aft and will, 
And that doſt with thy vertne all things fill, 


Saturn the San of Heaven and Vet, 
which is the Earth , and Husband ro 
Ops his Siſter, ( which is that co-adju- 
[vant and conſeryanc power of all things) 
[repreſent Dewogorgon, and the Infants 
[thar he firſt devopgs, and chen yomirs uw 
{again, are they nor Bodies, ro whomhe 
[gives being, and ar laſt reduces them 
|to himſelf , whence new ones alwayes 
[ſue , char by his perperual viciffirade, 
the order eſtabliſhed in the beginning, 
[may be preſerved ro the end? Y 
| He is ſometimes Panceg with grey 
and ſordid Hair , his Head ects 
wich a Sickle io his Hand ; and for hy 
$ymbole, having a Serpent circular! 
ated, and holding its Tail in its 
[Mouth : And fure he is old enongh, 
being the Grandfather of all : His 
Beard and Hairs are white, alwayes 
growing ; which are the things that al- 
ways germinare : Heisfordid, andill 
(diſpoſed of himſelf, becauſe of the 
[Tereedjia impurity Wes aqheres S 
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it, by reaſon of its Sulphureous _ A-| 
duſtive Corrnptior:: His Head 1s covered, | 
thac 1s,the principle of perfeRtion is cloſe. | 
ed inthe coyer of impurity,which makes 
it known to few : His Sickle is his Pene. | 
cration &Mordacity,whetewith he pene.. 
rrares & devours all things: The Serpents 
bicing irs rail, is his regenerating g nature, | 
wherby he repairs himſelf, ;2$ is ſtoried Go 
the Pharnix,by wh name ke is all o ſomes 
times called: ſo that he is always conver-! 
ſant ina circular and indeficient encreaſe, ! 
- Bur methinks I hear ſome ſay, Thar I: 
miſs of rhe intention of Authors in their ! 
fabulous deſcription of Saturn ; for! 
they mean by Saturs, Lead ; whichis 
of ll Metals the Seniour : which alſo 
deyours all others by irs crudity , he-' 
cauſe ir is full of Salr : for Mordacity a- 
riſes from Salt , as che Refiners of Me-' 
rals finde in their probations : for ic 
there yomics one the Gold. and Silver,] 
which ic degJuriared , » :bric. could nor 
conſume, becauſe in its decoRtion they 
received. Fixation , ſo as to refiſt the! 
weak heat of its Ventricle, __ 


| Ido nor alcogether rejeR this Ros 
e- 


4 
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becauſe 1t 15 1n ſome places conformable 


| tothe other;andin thar ir is inall things 


concordant with what I have given , I 
hope none will rel] me mine is falſe, 
Maia repreſented the Earth ; ſo cal- 
led, becauſe our of her, as a Mother, the 
nniverſal Spirit, or 2/ercary, had its ori- 
vine ; and from the pure inviſible Seed 
of Jupiter, which is the Air : for ict pro- 
ceeds really out of theſe, as the learn- 
ed (oſmopolita ſayes in his precious 
Treatiles, - 
CMHerenry is commonly painted with 
Wings, thar they mayſhew how ſhe 
is of a yolatile Nature : his Head is 
covered with a Har, for the ſame Rea- 
ſons that I before gave for Saturn's 
Head: He carries a caduceons and fa- 


| ral Rod, encircled with Serpents, both 


to fignifie and denore his regenerative 
faculty, as thoſe Reaſons allo I gave to 


Saturn's Sexpent, By this Rod, he., 


opens Heaven and Earth, and gives life 


and death : and that Rod repreſents 


powerful Nature : for by aſcending. 
into Heaven, and deſcending to the. 


Earth , he acquires the vercues borh of 
P2 | bY 
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ſuperiour and inferiour things, By 
this ſame power , he draws Souls our 
of Hell, makes all Eyes yield to Sleep, 
3s Virgil wrixes of him, 

He is by ſome alſo called, Poyſon 
and a Theriack, or Life and Death , ac- 
cording to his uſe and dofis : for Life 
confiſts in due temperament and juſtice ; 
Death, in exceſs, 


Many other ſuch myſteries are con» 
| tained in this Heatheniſh Theology , 
which have no other ſcope then char 1 
aim at : all which , if Tſhould here ex- 
plain , my Treatiſe would prove a Vo- 
lume, Bur I will nor defatigate my Rea- 
der with frequent repetitions of one 
and the ſame thing, = 
Theſe may ſuffice ro ſhew , Thar all 
Mythological Commentaries, iuch as 
theſe, with their Allegorical and Hiſto- 
ical Senſe, gave no occafion ro Poeti- 
cal Fiftions, as if any Truth were in 
thei © bur fach things rend chiefly ro 
{heiy rhe admirable operations of Chy- 
miltry, as amonoſt others, the Story of 
Jaſon wnd Medea, explicated by — 
og0e 
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Jogomn Polydorus, To which Explica- 
tion Iwilladd, That this Name CHe- 


dea, thac ſignifies Cogitation, Medi- 
tation or Inyeftigation, is derived from 
a word that denotes a Principle, Ort- 
gine, or Reaſon : for all Medication 
hath donbcleſs ſome Principle or Rea» 
ſon for its Foundation, 
This Medea taught 7aſoz, (rhatis, 
an Inquirer) two things, wherein all 
Philotophy conſiſts : firſt, The Acqui- 


| fition of the Golden, that is, the Arc 
| of changing Metals and Minerals, And 


ſecondly, The Reſtauration of Bodies 
weakned with Diſeaſes, readily and 
perfetly curing them, and bringing 


| them from old Age ro Yomh and Vi- 


jour, by this ſole and univerſal Medi- 
cine ; expelling all corrupt and cor- 
rumpent humours and ſuperfluities from 
Bodies, which wouldelſe bring them to 
cheir end. — 

Jaſon endeavoured and perfeRted 
theſe miraculous effets , by the obſet- 
vation of Medea's counſel, afrer long 
and laborious Navigation , obnoxious 
co mapy perils, both in ſailing, in kil- 

3 ling 
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ling the Dragon , and taming the 
Bulls. 

This Navigation is the Jaborious In- 
quiſition 9 and dubious Experience of 
rhings, wherein many are exerciſed all 
their life long, and cannor arrive at 
the Port of Nature. 

The monſtrons Bulls which be was 
co tame and ſubjugare, are the Furnaces 
wherein the operations are made, 
which do not ill repreſent a Buls Head; 
and breath out Fire at their Mouth and 
Eyes , as the Fable hath ic : for they 
muſt needs have ſome Tranſpirations, 
elfe the Fire would be extinguiſhed, 
and-rhe degree of its heat not regu- 
lated : for unleſs ſome experienced 
Man repulate rhe Fire, many things 
would fall our wrong 1n the operations, 
ard deiude the Operators hopes, as] 
hav2 experienced ; for of nine Veſlels, 
which T repoſed in a Furnace, to give ir 
a dne degree of heat, T loft eight, and 
one I conſerved ; by means whereof, I 
obrained the ſaid Experiments in curing 
Diſeaſes. 

The watchful Dragop, is that _— 

a 


wt wn Boos 2. 


'ro kill, char is, fixþh 


; wherein the = 
| pent ſhould be ſown, is norhing bur a 
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' fal Mercary which Cons ay leaned 


e Campus Mortzrs 
f the Marcial Ser- 


reſſle] wherein Sonldiers, armed with 


| Spears, are elevated, 


But this Veſlel ſhould not be a Glaſs. 


| Alembick, 2s Polydorus thinks, . but 


made in form of a Cooperculum or 


Covert, narrow below, and capaci- 

' ous aboye; made of ood Earth, well 
| coed , and nor of Iron or Glaſs. In 
whole bottom, Mars his Field mult be 
eleyared, rigid with Lances and Spears, 


repreſenting ſouidters provoked and 


| fiohting, 


Andrhis is onely an ingenious FiRti- 
on of the Poet, to make the thing 
ſomewhat admirable to rhe vnloar ; 
which yer is ſo plain and familiar tous, 
char if I ſhonld name whar ic 1s, I ſhould 
make my ſelf ridiculous, 

And when Jaſon had finiſhed his 
work , he mu't needs make the watch 
10g Dragon , that kepr the Golden 
Fleece . "ſleep , thar he mighr no more 


eruRate Fire and Fnme; which he did, 
P 4 by 


1g} us 
by fuffocaring him in the Stygian Wa- 
cers, that is, by diflolying and fixing him 
with his Spirit. And then Jaſon had 
nothing to do forthe poſleſſion of the 
Golden Fleece, and reſtoring his old 
Facher e/£ſoz to Youta again, but onel 


one buſineſs that Medea taught him, 
thar 13, the fermentation and conjunRi- 


on of ſolar burter , with the paſte of 
prepared Mercury , Which 1s nor of it 
ſelf ir for rwo ſuch excellent actions; be- 
iny onely Earth , wherein pure ferment 
produced by Narure , and promored to 
perfeRion, ſhould be ſown, C 
When he had finiſhed this laſt work, 
he ſaw himſelf poſſefior of his twofold 
Treaſury , which he glorioufl; broughc 
back ro the place of his Nativity ; by 
benefit whereof he became very rich, 
and reduced his aged Farher to ſanity, 
by removing his languiſhments, | 
Bur I will now leave Jaſozwith his 
HMedea, to the enjoyment of their fe- 
licity , and onely adde this, That by 
the Dragon that warcbed contivvally, 
and vomired fire our of hi- throat, no- 
thing can be more convepiently deno- 


ted, 
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- ted, then etir Univerſal Spiric or Mer. | 
| |cury, which is the molt vivactons and 
| ivflammable thing ifithe world; where- 
: |fore it 1s called biitning water, or aqus 
| | vite, becauſe, as Byaceſors notes, it al- 
' ways burns before its coagulation , and 
_ [It is 49#4 vite, beranſe it vivities all 
\ | things: Andif one ſhonld look on its 
 ſuperficies , who Woold think it fixed, 
' and inconſumeable \, being fo caſily in- 

' Aammable, or vaniſhing ar the leaſt 

| touch of fire? or whe would think, char ies 
there were any coriſervative vertue in 
ies Centre ? ſeeinvIt looks as if it were 

full of mortal poyſory, rather then life ? £ 

'  Buras God fer n Cherubim, wich a & 
' flaming Sword, to keep therree of Life x 

So Nature ſet this i2nivomons Dragon, / 

in the door of the Garden » to keeprhe i 

Tree of goldenApplesythat isthe know= | 
ledge of her hidden Secrets , which onr A E 
prudent Anceſtours wouid norgeliver | 

in writing, bur omely by word of mouth, "4 
ro ſach as they thoyshe worrhy of fuch 
knowledge : Andrhis is the cauſe, why 
' thoſe great and admirable Sciences, 
have in progreſsof cime vaniſhed, and 
are 
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are accounted as Fables and Tales, 
Which ching Eſdras: conſidered : for 
foreknowing that ' the Iſraelites ſhould 
ſuffer bavuhments, flights and caprivi- 
ty , he feared leſt. che ſecrer Myſteries 
of the Scripture ſhould periſh ; becauſe 


without the benefic of. writing, mens * 


memory might eaſily fail. _ 

He therefore Congregated all:the El- 
ders, in number L XX, who with him» 
ſelf: wrote all-thieſe-things in as many 
Books, as himſelf atteſts, ſaying, Thar 
after:forty, days the Lord ſpake and 
ſaid., Publiſh thoſe things which thou haſt 
written, that all may read chem : and 
keep thoſe later LXX Books , thac 
thou maiſt deliver them to the Wile- 
men:of: thy people : for herein is the 
vein of Underſtanding, and the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom,and the Flood of Know- 
ledge; and ſo he did. - 

Picns Mirandulanes, the Phenix of bis 
time for Learning and Knowledge, 
ſpeaks of thoſe Books wich great reve- 
rence, in theſe or the like words. . 
Theſe are LX X Cabaliliical Books, 


wherein Eſdras ſaid plainly , That the 
Tn Fouts» 
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r Fountain of all Underſtanding and - 
4 {Knowledge , was contained , that is , 
the ineſtimable Theology, concerning the 
/Supream Deity , the Fountain of Wiſ- 
/dom , and the entire Metaphyficks 
jof intelligences ; the ſtream of Know- 
[ledge, rhar is, the firmeſt natural Phi- 
loſophy. | 
' When theſe Books had been long 
kept ſecret, they were by the command * 
' of Xyſxs the fourth, turned firlt into 
' Latine, for the benefit of Religion; bur 
| this good Work was interrupted by bis 
| death : Yer they are had in ſuch vene- 
| ration amongſt the Jews, that no one £ 
| under forty years of age, may tonch ; 
' them: Andchis is moſt admirable , thar 4 
' In thoſe Cabaliſtical Doarines, ſome 
Heads of Chriſtianiſm ſhould be con- I 
_ rained. Thus Mirandala. 
And now having, I hope, omitted 
\ nothing , which might ſerve rothe in- 
rerpretation of Hermes his Table, or 
obſcure Philoſophical Cabala ; I (ball 
berake my ſelf ro the Porr of this un- 
ſearchable Ocean , and dry my wer 
_ cloathes under the Sunfhine of your 
Fayours, 
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